Week 8 – Discerning God’s Will
Foundational to this study is understanding the dramatic difference the coming of the Holy Spirit has made in the daily disclosure of God’s will. 
Read Acts 1:24-26. What does it mean to “cast lots” to discern God’s will? Why don’t we today? (Acts 2:1-12; 8:39; 10:19; 11:12 and 13:4)
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the coolest things about being a Christian is that God does lead, and will lead you daily in His will. How does God make His will known to us? Can you think of a time when God clearly gave you direction?  How?
God gives us spiritual tools to discern His will. Can you think of any? Read the following Scriptures and discuss how they can help us discover and follow God’s will.
· Scripture (2 Tim 3:16-17; Psalm 119:105)
· Holy Spirit (Matt 4:1; John 14:26; Acts 16:6; Gal 5:16-26)
· Christian Friends (Prov 11:14; 12:15; Heb 10:24-25; 1 Cor 12-26)
· Wisdom/Knowing God (Rom 12:2; Col 1:9; John 10:14,27)
· Circumstances and Logic (Acts 16:24-30; 26:2-3,28; 1 Cor 2:16; Matt 10:16)
· Your Desires (Psalm 37:4; Matt 6:33)
With all this in mind, God may still not make things totally clear. In that case, ask yourself what the last thing the Lord directed about this and if anything has changed. Sometimes silence is God’s way of saying, “just keep on going the way you are.” Other times, we have a clear fork in the road and no clear leading from God. At those times, we have a saying, “by faith, try stuff.” Make a choice and start heading down that road. God can always send a big fish if you get off track.  Just remember that only a heart totally yielded to God can process the information without trying to “fudge” the results.
NEXT STEPS
In what area are you seeking to know God’s will? What has God been showing you so far? Look for clues using those tools throughout the week. Ask yourself if you really, more than anything, want God’s will.  If not, ask Him to help you want it.
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