Week 4: Transitions to the Gospel
This lesson is designed to help you teach your group how to move a conversation towards spiritual things, and ultimately to the Gospel, in a way that is natural and comfortable.

For a lot of people one of the hardest things about talking to someone about Jesus is just getting started. How do you bring it up? 

Read John 4:7-15.  How did Jesus start the conversation, and how did He transition toward spiritual things?  What can we learn from this?

Jesus talked about what was happening right then, our need for water.

Read John 4:16-42.  How did the Samaritan woman share the good news?  Why do you think the people wanted to know more?

She told them what happened to her.  They knew her from before and saw how she had changed.

Now read Acts 17:22-23.  What did Paul say he had done before speaking to them, and what bridge did he find to talk about Jesus?  

He looked at what they cared about and worshipped.  He saw that they were open to spiritual things and that they even claimed that there was a god they didn’t know about.

How can we apply this to our own relationships today?

We should ask observe and ask questions of those we wish to share with to find out where they are spiritually already and know better how to engage them.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]It’s easy to move a conversation to any one of several topics that can open up to the Gospel. Many of those connections will be about your life, and provide a bridge to your testimony. Others might connect directly to a need that you know Jesus alone can meet.  If you are a student involved in a Cru movement, talking about how your school year is going/went can be a chance to say, “I got connected with a club that helps college students understand that God loves them wants a relationship with them.”  

What are some key connection points for you? 

Help your group think through the key connection points that are only a step away from the Gospel. If they can leave that time armed with five or six topics, and the knowledge of how to move to the Gospel from them, you will have given them a great help in reaching out to others with the love of Christ.

Been on a recent mission trip?  People may ask why you were there, a great opportunity (though the word “mission trip” might end the conversation prematurely).  Say, you ARE on a mission trip right now, aren’t you?  So, “how is your summer going?”

NEXT STEPS
What conversations did you have last week that could have led to the gospel?
For this coming week, what opportunities will you look for and with whom?
Adapted for Mission Summer.  Source: CruPressGreen.com/Compass
image1.emf

