Week 2: Sharing Your Story
We all love to listen to a good story. Through the ages, stories have been used to entertain, correct, and instruct. Jesus understood the power of the story too, using parables effectively to teach profound truths. 

Read Acts 1:8

· In a courtroom what do you call the story a witness gives? “Testimony”
· Why does God want us to tell people the story of how God changed our lives?

Now read Acts 22:3-22.  What can you learn from Paul’s testimony?

We like to think that because it’s our story, we don’t have to put any effort into telling it. We were there when it happened, and we’re living it now. But it’s easy to get jumbled, flustered, off the point, and onto a tangent that can distract, bore, annoy, or confuse your listener. With a little work to discover your story and learn to communicate it well (in 3-5 minutes), your story will become your best tool for evangelism.

Preparing to Share Your Story

Your Life Before Christ – What did your life revolve around that God used to help bring you to Him?

How You Came to Christ – Why and how did you become a Christian? Tell it in such a way that the listener knows how they can become a Christian too, even if that doesn’t seem likely at the moment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Your Life After Christ – Life is far from perfect. What makes you different now?

Keep It Short and Simple, 3-5 minutes. Any longer than that and your audience may feel like you are taking advantage of them.
 
NEXT STEPS:

Visit the link below for a work sheet that will help you prepare your story. Think through each category together by asking questions. Develop and practice it with a friend with good, critical feedback to refine and improve. And don’t forget to time it!

Testimony Worksheet: http://crupressgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/storyworksheet.pdf

Ask different people in your work, family or community to share about their own spiritual journeys. If they are believers, you could discuss the story afterwards to learn from it. If the storyteller is not a believer, you could reciprocate by telling your story.  That’s evangelism, too!
Adapted for Mission Summer.  Source: CruPressGreen.com/Compass
