Week 2: Sharing Your Story
Objective: Our culture is heavily influenced by stories. Everyone has a story to tell: the story of his or her life journey. Today you want to help your disciple understand:

• The power of stories.
• How his spiritual journey is a story that people want to hear.
• How it can be used to draw others to Christ while giving Him glory.

We all love to listen to a good story. Through the ages, stories have been used to entertain, correct, and instruct. Jesus understood the power of the story too, using parables effectively to teach profound truths. 

Read Acts 1:8

· In a courtroom what do you call the story a witness gives? “Testimony”
· Why does God want us to tell people the story of how God changed our lives?
· How does it honor God?
· Show’s God’s character, His love and His unique ability to save
· The Holy Spirit can use it to draw others to turn to God and worship Him as well
· How does it bless the listeners?
· They can learn more of what God is like by how He engaged your life
· They may recognize God moving in their life similarly and turn toward Him for salvation
· How does it bless you? 
· Reminds you of what God has done in your life, and that it was not your effort that got you there, nor will your effort give you success as a Christian (Eph 2: 8-9; Phil 1:6)
· Reassures us that He was there for you in the past and will be there for you now and forever (Romans 8:28-29)

Now read Acts 22:3-22.  What can you learn from Paul’s testimony?

· He started by identifying with their perspective, then showed what changed his mind.

With a little work to discover your story and learn to communicate it well (in 3-5 minutes), your story will become your best tool for evangelism.

Preparing to Share Your Story

Your Life Before Christ – What did your life revolve around that God used to help bring you to Him?

· Pick a theme, a word-picture, or even a single word, and then a sentence or two that explains what that looked like for you.  Encourage your group to do the same.

How You Came to Christ – Why and how did you become a Christian? Tell it in such a way that the listener knows how they can become a Christian too, even if that doesn’t seem likely at the moment.

· Make sure they communicate how we deserve separation from God but are all offered salvation because Jesus paid our debt on the Cross if we just accept His offer.

Your Life After Christ – Life is far from perfect, but what makes it different for you now?

· Help them tie this part back to their theme.  How is after a contrast to before?  Perhaps another word or picture to illustrate that difference.  Again just a couple sentences.

Helpful Hints

· Don’t mention denominations: that can alienate someone listening to you. Reflecting poorly on churches, organizations or people reflects poorly on you.
· Be natural: Practice gives confidence in what you are going to say, and know the outline so you can keep it flowing even if interrupted for questions.
· Beware of “Christianese”: Words like saved, sanctified and even sin can cause confusion, so be ready to explain or just avoid these words.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Keep It Short and Simple, 3-5 minutes. Any longer than that and your audience may feel like you are taking advantage of them.
 
NEXT STEPS:

Visit the link below for a work sheet that will help you prepare your story. Think through each category together by asking questions. Develop and practice it with a friend with good, critical feedback to refine and improve. And don’t forget to time it!

Testimony Worksheet: http://crupressgreen.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/storyworksheet.pdf

Ask different people in your work, family or community to share about their own spiritual journeys. If they are believers, you could discuss the story afterwards to learn from it. If the storyteller is not a believer, you could reciprocate by telling your story.  That’s evangelism, too!
Adapted for Mission Summer.  Source: CruPressGreen.com/Compass
