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Principle #3: We Are Rewarded Based on How We Use What | Time: First Things First. Steven Covey.

Free Press.

We Are Given

The servant who was given 5 was expected to produce at least 5. The servant who
was given 2 was expected to produce at least 2. The servant who was given 1 was ex-
pected to produce at least 1. This is simple mathematics. The basic principle is that if
we are faithful with what we have been given, we will be rewarded. In the movie, Spi-
derman, Peter Parker’s uncle gives him some wise advice, “With great power comes
great responsibility.” Jesus said, “From everyone who has been given, much will be
demanded” (Luke 12:48). The more we have been given, the greater account that we
will have to settle later on.
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Principle #4: Foolish Management Will Be Punished

Let this not be seen as a condemning attack on the struggling, but a solemn warning
for the foolish. The third servant had the ability like the other two servants to mul-
tiply, but the third servant did not live for the master’s priorities. In this parable, the
servant mentioned that he was afraid of failing, because he knew the consequences.
Yet, the ironic thing is that his fear didn’t drive him to good stewardship. He didn’t
even put it in a bank account at a low rate of return. Interestingly, if he put the mon-
ey at 2% interest he would have doubled it in 35 years (not counting inflation).

Read for yourself the punishment. | sure don’t want to be the foolish servant. Who
in their right mind would want to be called a wicked lazy servant, by Jesus nonethe-
less? And I'm not sure what weeping and gnashing of teeth is like, but that doesn’t
sound fun either. We better review our stewardship to make sure we don’t end up
here someday!

Review
Read Luke 16:10-13 together:

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with
true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s proper-
ty, who will give you property of your own? “No servant can serve two masters.
Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.

Open Hands Principle

When we close our hands, we shake our fists at God.

When we drop our hands, we break what God has entrusted to us.
When we open our hands, we exchange for eternal gifts ahead
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