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Main Christian Principle/Concept: The true story of Jesus allows children to see and
understand the promises of God through His Son, Jesus. At the end of the video, The
Sory of Jesus for Children, learners are given an opportunity to invite Jesus to live in
them.

Week TWO: KEEPING PrOMISES ...ttt 27
Main Christian Principle/Concept: When people make an individual, voluntary choice

to ask Jesus to live in them, their understanding and attitudes change in ways that
allow them to love God, themselves and others. God sends the Spirit of His Son into

each individua who asks. The Spirit of God gives individuals the power and
motivation to choose what is right and helps them become people of high moral
character.

Week Three: Jesusand MEEVENY DAY .......cccecceeeeiieeiecie et 37
Main Christian Principle/Concept: When people are sure of God's love, they have
hope, a sense of belonging, a sense of competence and a sense of worth. This allows
them to be compassionate towards themselves and others. In thislesson children begin
learning the books of the Bible.

Week Four: TalKiNgt0 GO ......cccoiiiiiiiirieseeeeee e 57
Main Christian Principle/Concept: Living out God's character and moral and ethical

laws, isa persona commitment to Him. It involves a personal relationship and friendship.
Taking with God daily is essentia for maintaining a personal relationship with God.
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UNIT PAGES

The Unit Pages give leaders an overview of:

e Benefitsto Society
e Main Christian Principal/Concepts
e Parent Flier Teaser

e Story Titlesand Brief Synopsis
e Bulletin Board Ideas
e Awards, Music Titles
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FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING

These lessons may be taught in sessions lasting 55-70 minutes each, one day aweek, or they
may be taught every day in 10-20 minute segments. “Theme Thoughts’ are designed to be
used every day. We encourage you to integrate conscience and character development into

everyday teachable moments.

Lessons are aimed at various ages, 5 - 11. With minor adaptations you can target a specific

age group.

Unit Pages/Scheduling
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The graphicsin the smaller
column help to identify the
various parts of the unit or
lesson.

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

BENEFITS
TO SOCIETY

When sections of Scripture
are recommended, they are
printed in the column for
greater convenience.

The materials needed for
activities are often printed
in the column next to the
activity.

4 Introduction

PARTSOF THE LESSON

Each lesson is composed of several parts. The following
briefly explains each part and offers suggestions for use.

Main Christian Principle/Concept
Each lesson bagins with a statement to the leader to clarify the
main Christian principle or concept of the lesson.

Benefitsto Society

This statement to leaders is designed to help you know in
advance how the principle or concept may benefit people and
the community. The statements deal with a sense of justice
and mercy, gratitude and personal peace.

Objectives

These are statements of what each student is expected to
understand, accomplish or apply to their lives. They are
designed to bring behaviora change and are generaly
measurable, ownable and observable. Leaders may develop
eval uation/test questions from these objecti ves.

Preparation/Materials Needed

This section helps leaders prepare for the lesson by reading
designated Bible passages, gathering materials and consulting
other specific sources. Those who are unable to reproduce
Activity Pages, are encouraged to have children do activities
by completing them on blank paper.

Theme Thoughts

"Theme Thoughts" help encourage discussion and re-enforce
the Main Christian Principle/Concept. "Theme Thoughts"
may be used at the leader's discretion. One may be chosen to
use for aweek with children who benefit from repetition, or a
different "Theme Thought" may be selected each day for
children who need a greater challenge.

Parts of Lesson
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Guided Conversation

This suggested conversation for the leader enables the
students to be actively involved in the learning process.
This kind of conversation accepts feelings and ideas,
asks thoughtful, clarifying questions, and gives simple,
clear directions. Guided Conversation gives students the
opportunity to explore, discover and appropriate new
ideas and solutions with guidance from their leader.

Weekly Awar ds

These provide affirmation for students who show progressin
developing the evangelism or growth skill and the character
virtue being studied. Award ideas are provided for each unit
to encourage students to actively pursue and practice the
Bible skills, prayer and character virtues.

Parent Flyer
A suggested "Parent Flyer" is provided to create involvement
and support from the home.

Bulletin Board I deas
Suggestions for a bulletin board are also provided.

Music

Music is used to introduce and fortify the Bible and prayer
concepts and character virtues being developed. Music is
often part of the optional activities that involve children in
applying to life the Christian life skills and character virtues.

SN
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MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

Introduction

THE LESSON PLAN

Review/Focus (5 - 10 Minutes)

This block of time alows children to recall information,
ideas, concepts and principles from previousy taught lessons.
This activity enables children to remember, to understand
relationships between ideas, and provides a foundation on
which to build the next lesson. It creates a link between
lessons, so the learner can understand the logical sequence
being taught. The activities are also designed to help children
focus and get ready to explore the topic of the lesson.

Discover (15 - 25 Minutes)

The leader guides children through activity pages that are
centered around a Bible passage which communicates or
illustrates the central idea of the lesson.

Student Activities (15 - 20 Minutes)

These activities are designed to actively involve children in
the learning experience The activities allow the use of all five
senses, the opportunity to make choices and to make life
application. Children are more likely to enjoy learning when
they can make choices and feel successful in what they are
doing. The activities vary in each lesson, but fall into one of
the following six categories. 1) art, 2) drama, 3) ora
communication, 4) creative writing, 5) music, 6) games.

Summary (15 - 20 Minutes)

The purpose of thisactivity isto promote retention, review the
main principle/concept and objectives, plus fortify
assignments or application.

Lesson Plan
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ESSENTIAL ARTICLES
FOR EFFECTIVELY TEACHING THIS COURSE

"THE POWER OF VOLUNTARY COMMITMENT"

One of the dangers of evangelism and discipleship of children is that leaders, parents or
children may see it as imposed or enforced belief. Thisis true to an even greater degree with
young children because they can be so easily influenced by a significant adult. A child may
profess a decision before he or she is ready just to please the adult. The hope of the writers of
this course is that neither occurs.

When God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are studied in an atmosphere where belief is optional
and voluntary, many individual lives are changed and the individuals become constructive
influencesin their vocations, communities and societies. If belief isforced upon children, their
individual lives may not change and they may rebel against the truths being explored.

There are several steps you can implement as aleader to help safeguard the free choice of your
children, alowing these lessons to have the maximum possible benefit.

These steps are:

1. Encourage children to ask questions and even challenge (privately or during appropriate
times in class) the perspective presented in these lessons. Often the best thoughts are
forged in the midst of controversy and debate.

2. Feel freeto express your own opinion when you feel it fitsinto the lesson, or when a child
asks what you believe.

3. Remember, the way children think and learn has a great impact on their freedom of choice.
Using abstract ideas and terminology can coerce children into adopting adult ideas that are
not their own. Be sure to read the following articles: "Leader-Child Interaction" and "The
Children We Teach."

Essential Articles Introduction 7
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"THE LEADER-CHILD INTERACTION"
The approach of this curriculum is to treat learning as a process. Leaders are encouraged to

allow children to be creative. Making the materials available will enable children to do the
creative work at their own level of understanding and to experience the joy of discovery.

Conversation
Use conversation to darify misconceptions and incomplete ideas. Conversations can start with:
"What can you tell me about . . . ?'

"Tell me about your picture." Comment on the colors; allow children to describe their art
work.

Talk about how the child is feeling and what he or she is expressing.

Guiddlinesfor Conversation

® Position yourself at the child's physical level so he or she has good eye contact and can
interact with you personally.

® Useaquiet speaking voice. Children are morelikely to respond favorably to normal sound
levels than to shouts. A pleasant voice has a calming, soothing effect.

® Usemodel language: complete sentences, short sentences, simple sentences.

® Use repetition and expansion. Repeat what children say and make corrections or
expansions in a matter-of-fact way.

® Recognize and accept feelings, then redirect the child to a positive attitude or action: "I
can tell you're bored. Here are two choices of things you can do."

® Accept ideas, praise and encourage: "I like the way you
used the yellow color in your picture.” "I can tell you
have alot of ideas." "Good thinking!"

* Use "how,” "what" "why" and "when"

guestions. Avoid the use of questions that can
be answered with a"yes" or "no."

Essential Articles Introduction 9
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® Allow time for individual conversation with children.

® Develop a vocabulary for feelings. Expand happy with: joyful, warm, friendly, elated,
glad, pleased, encouraged, excited, peaceful. Expand sad with: scared, left out, unhappy,
puzzled, discouraged, jumpy, anxious, tense, furious, annoyed.

Avoid Symbolism

Be careful that the real message is not hidden in symbolic ideas. Use words that mean what

they say.

Explain Meanings of Wordsto Children

Ask questions to find out the level of their understanding. To gain acceptance children often
imitate words used by adults, but their real understanding is based on continual and consistent
explanation at their level of understanding.

“DEVELOPING CHARACTER IN CHILDREN”

There is nothing
more influential or
more detrimental in
a child’s life than
the power of a quiet
example.

Character education (the training of spirit and mind toward
good) involves many things: “It involves rules and pre-
cepts-the do’s and don’t’s of life with others—as well as
explicit instruction, exhortation, and training in good
habits. Aristotle wrote that good habits formed at youth
make all the difference. Character education must affirm
the central importance of example.” (William J. Bennett,
“Christiany Today, Sept. 13, 1993, p. 31.)

Eight virtues are integrated throughout this course; compassion, forgiveness, integrity,
respect, responsibility, initiative, cooperation and perseverance. See the Character Virtue
Glossary on page 115 for further guidelines.

The Story of ) /)

Pagesl L 2w 7
CS5U]S  Chidrenren
for Ch:ldren WOP].d

Mission Statement
To win children to Christ and develop their conscience towards God.

Introduction Essential Articles
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"THE CHILDREN WE TEACH: CHARACTERISTICS OF CHILDREN"

* Pre-Conscience
Mora behavior in children consists of learned, concrete patterns of behavior that are
followed in order to receive rewards, avoid punishment or satisfy an authority figure.
Children are emotionally attached to parents and leaders, therefore they are usualy willing
to do what adults ask them to do, and to believe anything adults say . . . unless adults have
shown themselves to be untrustworthy or if children are asserting their independence!

* Bound by Sensory Per ceptions
Children deal with that which they experience perceptually through their five senses: taste,
touch, sight, smell and sound. They focus on just one aspect of a situation at atime.

* | ove, Acceptance and Security
Children develop a sense of belonging, competence and worth as they experience love and
acceptance from parents, leaders and peers. The secure feeling of being loved is the
foundation on which a child can build love toward others.

* Choices and Challenges
A child learns to assume responsibility by being given the opportunity to make choices.
Children who are never chalenged to make choices or to experience different ways of
learning, have difficulty in adjusting when they are presented with anew situation. Allowing
children the opportunity to make choices increases motivation, resulting in better learning.

* Praise and Recognition
Every child needs to be recognized as a worthwhile individual. Leaders need to focus on a
child's positive behavior by deliberately looking for hisor her strengths-the things the child
does well. Criticism, ridicule and sarcasm only retard a child's development by tearing
down self-image.

* |ndependence and Responsibility

Children need increased opportunities to gain personal independence in
order to become mature adults. Organize classrooms so learners can
accept the responsibility for care of materials. For example, consistently
arrange equipment and supplies so children can locate, use and return
materials as needed. Another way to guide children in accepting
responsibility is by appointing helpers to be in charge of materials and
classroom care. Rotate these jobs so all |earners can participate. Establish
and communicate routine cleanup and care procedures. Be sure children
understand clearly what is expected of them.

The additional effort and patience required to allow learners to become
increasingly independent and responsible for actions will prove valuable to leaders and
learners alike.

Essential Articles Introduction 1
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® Concrete Thinkers
Children sometimes have difficulty in distinguishing between reality and fantasy. They
believe, "If | think so, then it must really be so." They understand language only in
concrete terms. Introduce metaphors, symbols or abstract ideas with concrete first-hand
experiences. Use them sparingly. Children take people literaly.

* Three Key Principles
Because children think concretely, and many conceptsin this curriculum are abstract, it is
important to continually apply three principles that govern how children think:

1) Children'sthinking is limited by their perspective.
Children have atendency to focus attention on limited or non-essential aspects of a sit-
uation. Related to the child's inability to focus on the significance of a situation is the
ease with which a child can give correct answers that are in fact meaningless to them.
Many times what is said by the child is mere repetition without understanding.

2) Children'sthinking depends on the quality and quantity of first-hand experiences.
First-hand experiences give children the opportunity to use their five senses to gain
understanding. When a leader wants a child to experience an abstract concept like
kindness, the leader creates afirst-hand experience to demonstrate. Example: Look for
a time when a child is kind and then say, "Nicholas, giving your pencil to Peter is a
kind thing to do."

3) Children need activities.
Besides the limitations of perspective and first-hand experiences, a child's mental
development requires physical objects to manipulate. Abstract ideas must be recast in
physical terms for the child to attach meaning to them.
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FOLLOWING JESUS

Week One: The Story of Jesus
Week Two: Keeping Promises

Week Three: Jesus and Me Every Day
Week Four: Talking to God

Week Five: Growing

Week Six: The Holy Spirit and Me

4 ;.

MAIN CHRISTIAN BENIFITS TO SOCIETY
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

When children or adults freely choose to
God is love. Not that we loved Him, follow Christ, they are forgiven through the
but that He loved us and sent His one death and resurrection of Jeus. They are
and only Son (Jesus) into the world so transformed from within in a way that
that whoever would believe in Him surpasses the effects of any imposed
(Jesus) would not die, but have ethical system. Because of their personal
everlasting life.(See | John 4: 8-10; commitment to God, they choose to think
John 3:16.) and do what is right. They do not need to

be watched or policed by others.

1. BULLETIN BOARD IDEA

SPIRIT \

Allow children to build a bulletin board with pictures they draw, Theme Thoughts,
Scriptures, and their ideas printed on strips of paper about God, Jesus and the Holy
Spirit. The bulletin board becomes a collage of ideas and truth.

14  Teacher/Mentor Guide Unit Page



Week 1:

Week 2:

T

2. STORIES

|

The Story of Jesus for Children
video allows children to see and
understand the promises of God
through His Son, Jesus. At the
end of the video, children are
given an opportunity to invite
Jesus to live in them.

“Keeping Promises” is the story
of God's promise to send His Son
Jesus into the world to make a
way possible for all people every-
where to live with Him forever.

Week 3:

Week 4:

Week 5:

Week 6;

“Jesus and Me Every Day”
helps children understand how to
be sure that Jesus will never
leave them.

“Talking to God” helps learners
talk to God and listen to His
answers.

“Growing” helps children discov-
er how to read their Bibles and
make a prayer chart.

“The Holy Spirit and Me” helps
children understand the role of
the Holy Spirit in helping them
make choices.

3. EACH LESSON PROVIDES SPECIFIC IDEAS FOR:

Preparation/Materials Needed O

4.

Holy Spirit.

Dear Parents,

In this six week adventure, your child(ren) will be exploring
and discovering ideas and truths about God's love, His Son
Jesus, and the person of the Holy Spirit.

Children are given a concrete understanding of how a person
develops a friendship (relationship) with God, Jesus and the

Your child will be given an opportunity to make a voluntary
choice to ask Jesus to live with and in him or her.

We encourage you to obtain a set of this material from us to
read and, if you choose, go over the material with your
child(ren) before it is presented.

If your children have previously made a choice to ask Jesus to
live with and in them, they may choose to learn how to use
The Greatest Promise booklet to tell their relatives and friends
about God's love and His Son Jesus.

— —

Unit Page

6.

Theme
Thoughts

Student } ]
Activities (@y® N &

PARENT FLYER...
...to create involvement
and support from home.

5. AWARDS...

...to encourage and fortify
character development in
students. Character virtues
developed are compassion,
forgiveness, and integrity.

MUSIC

“A Guaranteed Yes”
“Spirit of God”

“I Will Not Leave”

“l Asked God”

“l Can Talk to God”

Teacher/Mentor Guide 15
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Parent Flyer

l Children are given a concrete understanding of how a person

Dear Parents,

In this six week adventure, your child(ren) will be exploring and

iIscovering ideas and truths about God's love, His Son

Jesus, and the person of the Holy Spirit.

develops a friendship (relationship) with God.

Your child will be given an opportunity to make a voluntary
choice to ask Jesus to live with and in him or her.

We encourage you to obtain a set of this material from us to
read and, if you choose, go over the material with your
child(ren) before it is presented.

If your children have previously made a choice to ask Jesus

to live with and in them, they may choose to learn how to use _c/j

The Greatest Promise booklet to tell their relatives and
friends about God's love and His Son Jesus.

Encourage your children to talk about what they are
discovering, and how it is the same or different from what they
are learning at home. Please ask them to teach you the songs

we are singing. We look forward to learning with you and
your family.

The Greatest

Sincerely, 5 Promise

Teacher/Mentor Guide
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Promise Card

(Commitment Card)
i [ prayed today and asked Jesus to live in me.
2 already asked Jesos to live i me.
3 I am not ready to ask Fesus into my Life.
i [ wounld fike to learn more abood Jesus,
NAME:

ADDRESS:

STATE:

| o

QABOY QOGIRL AGE:

FHONE: { )

Give to your teacher or pareal.

fﬂ

P Cutor Tear Here - - = - == == == om o msmmeomo oo

=

My Prayer
Today I prayed this prayer:

Dear God,

I believe Jesus is Your Son. Thank vou
that Jesus died on the cross for all the
wrong things I have thought and said and
done. Please forgive me for my sins. T ask
Jesus to be with me and to live in me
alwayvs. Help me (o be the kind of person
You want me to be. Thank you for
answering my prayer. Amen.

Ily Mame:
Drate:

Keep in your Bible

K

o

Resource Page

-

Promise Card

(Commitment Card)
i [ prayed wday and asked Jesus to live in me.
2§ already asked Jesus to live i me.
2 I am not ready to ask Fesus into my Life.
i T woald Bike to learn more aboot Jesus,
NAME:
ADDRESS:

STATE:

ZIP;

QBOY OGIRL AGE:
PHONE: )

Give to your teacher or pareal.

=
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My Prayer
Today I prayed this prayer:

Dear God,

I believe Jesus is Your Son. Thank vou
that Jesus died on the cross for all the
wrong things I have thought and said and
done. Please forgive me for my =ins. T ask
Jesus to be with me and to live in me
alwavs. Help me to be the kind of person
You want me to be. Thank you for
answering my prayer. Amen.

Ily Mame:
Drate:

K

Keep in your Bible
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When you ask Jesus to forgive you and invite Him to be with you, He
really iswith you now and al ways. He always keeps His promises. In
the Bible Jesus makes many promises to help you be certain about
your relationship with Him. Here are two of His promises:

“1 am with you always.” Matthew 28:20
“I will never leave you.” Hebrews 13:5

Asyou begin this new life with God and His Son Jesus, God will help
you make the right choices. Here is another promise from God' s book
the Bible:

“God isworking in you to help you want to do what pleases Him.
Then He gives you the power to do it.” Philippians 2:13

Bible Verses from International Children’sBible

22 Teacher/Mentor Guide

When you ask Jesus to forgive you and invite Him to be with you, He
really iswith you now and aways. He always keeps His promises. In
the Bible Jesus makes many promises to help you be certain about
your relationship with Him. Here are two of His promises:

“| am with you always.” Matthew 28:20
“I will never leave you.” Hebrews 13:5

Asyou begin this new life with God and His Son Jesus, God will help
you make the right choices. Here is another promise from God' s book
the Bible:

“God isworking in you to help you want to do what pleases Him.
Then He gives you the power to do it.” Philippians 2:13

Bible Verses from International Children’sBible
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OVERVIEW OF “THE STORY OF JESUSFOR CHILDREN”

Guidelinesfor Showing the Video

The video is designed to show children of all ages the true story of
Jesus as adapted from the Gospel of Luke. The video may be used by
children, teachers, parents, grandparents, leaders and coaches. The
Sory of Jesus for Children shows, tells and brings children to see and
understand the promises of God through His Son Jesus. This can
happen in your home, Sunday School, Character Club, after school
clubs, children’s parties or discussion groups. The place is limited
only by your initiative. At the end of the video, children are given an
opportunity to invite Jesus into their lives.

Children 7 yearsor older may enjoy watching the complete video in one sitting.

Children under 7 years—or in situations where there is a 30-minute time limit—may view
the video in three parts.

Befor e beginning the video, give some listening, watching and remembering assignments for
the children, and/or songsto sing.

Part | (Opening to Jesus Childhood)
1. Count how many children are meeting in the stable.
2. What are the children’ s names?
3. Why are the children meeting in the stable?

Song Suggestions: (It Takes Love cassette or CD.)
“A Child of God,” “A Guaranteed Yes’

Part |1 (Baptism of Jesus — His Teaching and Healing)
1. Beready to tell about your favorite part of the story.
2. When did you see Jesus being kind to someone?
3. When did you see Jesus express happiness?
4. When did you see Jesus sad?

Part 111 (Entry into Jerusalem, Death and Resurrection)
1. Why was Jesus beaten?
2. Why was Jesus hung on a cross and killed?
3. What did you see that tells you Jesus came back to life?

Song Suggestions: “Spirit of God” (It Takes Love cassette or CD.)

Week One Teacher/Mentor Guide 23
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FOLLOWING JESUS
WEEK ONE: The Story of Jesusfor Children

TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE

Ages5-11

THE STORY OF JESUSFOR CHILDREN

OBJECTIVES

® To show children of all ages the true story of Jesus.

® To alow children to see and understand the promises of
God through His Son Jesus.

® To give every child who views the video an opportunity to
voluntarily choose to ask Jesus to live with and in them.

PREPARATION/MATERIAL NEEDED

1. The Sory of Jesus for Children video.

2. VCR.

3. Print aPromise Card for each child. (See Resource Page.)
4. The Greatest Promise booklet for each child.

[Order by calling (800) 432-1997, e-mailing jfc@ccci.org,
or on the Web at www.jesusfor children.org]

REVIEW/FOCUS (5-10 Minutes)

25

[Guided Conversation]

Many, many years ago (2,000) Jesus of Nazareth came to this
earth. He claimed to be God's Son. He said, "If you have seen
Me, you know what God islike." Hesaid, "I have come to do
God'swill on earth.” Thelife, teachings and character of Jesus
Is a standard to measure what is right and what is wrong.

The video you are about to see is called The Story of Jesus for
Children. Some of you may have seen scenes from this video
in your church or school, or have already seen it on television.
What do you think the children who lived in the same towns
and cities Jesus taught in, said and thought about Jesus?

[For older children you may wish to give the following facts]

1. Scenesfrom the original film were done in the Holy Land,
Israel, as close as possible to where the original event
shown took place 2,000 years ago.

2. Five years of research and dozens of historians,
archaeol ogists, and theologians worked to ensure the
film’'s accuracy.

3. In the video, Jesus speaks only the words recorded in the
book of Luke from God'’ s book, the Bible.

Teacher/Mentor Guide

Pr"om_lts&(}afd
(2 T prayed woday and asked Jesus 1o live in me.
0 E adready asked Jesus Lo live in e
21 am not ready to as
2 Ewould Eike to learn

ADDRESS:,

CITY:,

STATE:

7P,

QBOY OGIRL AGE:

PHONE: ( )

Give to your icacher or parcat.

My Prayer ]
Today I prayed this prayer:

Dear God,

I believe Jesus is Your Son. Thank you

ihat Jesus died on the cross for all the
d said

wil inme
always. Help me to be the kind of person
You wani me {0 be. Thank you for
answering my prayer. Amen.

My Nae:
Date:

Koep in your Bible

Week One



FOLLOWING JESUS
WEEK ONE: The Story of Jesusfor Children Ages5-11

TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE

Promise Card
(Commitment Gard)
(3 I prayed today and asked Jesus to live in me
0§ alreaudy asked Jesus io live in me
(3 1 am not ready to ask Jesus into my hife.
3 I would fike to lean about Jesus,

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE

ZIP,

QBOY OGIRL AGE:

PHONE: ( )

Give to your leacher or parent.

Jesus to be with me and to live in me
always. Help me to be the kind of person
You want me o be. Thank you for
answering my prayer. Amen.

My Name:
Date:

Keep in you Bible

1
- The G-ﬂ.}ﬂTEi
8 Promise

INTRODUCE THE VIDEO
The childrenin thisvideo are actors. The story of the children
isonly a story. We do not know how the children interacted
with Jesus while He was on earth, but it may have happened
something like this. . . .

SHOW THE VIDEO
Show the video all the way to the end. The video is not over
with the last scene.

WHEN THE VIDEO ISCOMPLETELY FINISHED

[Guided Conversation]

[Thereis an opportunity for children to make a choice to
invite Jesusto livewith them and in them. Give each child
a “Promise Card” and say,] “Please write your name,
address and phone number on the Promise Card. Please check
the boxes to tell your ideas about what you have said, thought
or done as you watched the video.”

[Distribute The Greatest Promise booklet when appropriate.]

The Greatest Promise booklet is yours to take home and read
with your family and/or friends. [Those involved in the
discipleship cour se will have a chanceto study and discuss
the contents of The Greatest Promise booklet in the next
lesson, “ K eeping Promises.” |

OTHER USES
The Sory of Jesus for Children may be used in various ways,

e Show specific sections of the video to illustrate certain
Bible stories you wish to teach.

e Set up a"library" system to alow children to check out
the video to view at home with their parents.

e The Sory of Jesus for Children, The Greatest Promise
booklet, and the It Takes Love cassette tape or CD may be
ordered by calling (800) 432-1997, or by using the order
blank at the end of the Teacher/Mentor Guide.

e Develop conscience and character. The Sory of Jesus for
Children is an effective way to illustrate God' s character,
as children see Jesus teach and model core virtues. By
using scenes and stories from the video, the following
character virtues may be presented in a unique visual
combination.
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FOLLOWING JESUS TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE
WEEK ONE: The Story Of Jesus For Children Ages5-11

Compassion

Compassion is sympathy for someone else’s suffering or
misfortune, together with the desire to help. The birth of
Jesus demonstrates God's compassion for the people of the
world. Jesus healing of Jairus daughter, and the healing of
the blind man illustrate compassion for those who suffer.

Forgiveness

Forgiveness is to pardon or excuse a wrong thought, word or
action. Forgiveness is powerfully illustrated by Jesus as the
woman washes His feet and as Jesus and His disciples
celebrate the Passover.

Integrity

Integrity is strength and firmness of character, utter sincerity
and honesty. Jesus turning the tables upside down in the
temple, and calling the people to honor God, exhibits integrity
and shows the results of others' dishonesty.

Respect

Respect is showing honor to people by listening, being
courteous, and polite, and demonstrating manners. When
Jesus teaches His friends to pray, He displays honor and

respect.

Responsibility

Responsibility is the personal, individual acceptance that
every human being is accountable for his or her behavior,
including thoughts, choices, decisions, speech and actions.
Thisis modeled in the story of the Good Samaritan.

Initiative

Initiative is demonstrating responsible thoughts and actions
without prompting. Zacchaeus climbing up a tree so he can
see Jesus in the crowd, illustrates this virtue.

Cooperation

Cooperation is working together to reach a common goal. A
cooperative person is willing to work with others in an effort
to accomplish something that cannot be achieved by a single
person. Cooperation is modeled when the catch overflows the
boat and in the feeding of the 5,000.

Per severance

Perseverance is not giving up. Persevering people keep on
doing what is right, regardiess of problems or persecution.
Jesus continued to travel to Jerusalem, where He knew He
would be arrested and killed. Jesus never gave up.

27
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FOLLOWING JESUS
WEEK TWO: Keeping Promises

TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE

Agesb-11

KEEPING PROMISES

OBJECTIVES

To become aware of God's great compassion for the
people of the world.

To understand God's promise to send His Son Jesus to
rescue people from their sins—the wrong things they
think, say and do.

To understand God sent Jesus to make a way for people
to live with God forever.

To understand that Jesus died and came back to life.
To understand how to ask Jesus to live with and in you.

To allow each child to freely make a choice about asking
Jesusto live in them.

PREPARATION/MATERIALSNEEDED
1. Provide felt pens/crayons and 11 x 16 inch paper for

each learner.

Learn or review songs on the It Takes Love cassette tape
or CD. [May beordered by calling 1-800-432-1997.]

Provide a song chart or write the words on a chalkboard
for "A Guaranteed Yes." Learn the song.

Provide The Greatest Promise booklet for each student.
[May be ordered by calling 1-800-432-1997.] Read
through The Greatest Promise booklet.

Note: On page 15 of The Greatest Promise booklet, read
the words in the yellow before you read the question. Read
the suggestions in the Discovery, page 30, for use of the
booklet.

Week Two

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

When people make an
individual, voluntary
choice to ask Jesusto live
in them, their attitudes and
understanding changein
ways that allow them to
love God, themselves and
others. God sendsthe
Spirit of His Son into each
individual who asks. The
Spirit of God gives
individual s the power and
motivation to choose what
isright.

BENEFITS
TO SOCIETY

When children or adults
freely choose to follow
Chrigt, they are forgiven
through the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

They are transformed from
within in a way that
surpasses the effects of any
imposed ethical system.
Because of their personal
commitment to God, they
choose to think and do
what isright. They do not
need to be watched or
policed by others.
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WEEK TWO: Keeping Promises Ages5-11

Materials Needed:
1 sheet of 11" x 16" paper
for each child. Felt pens
and/or crayons.

11" x 16" paper

Character Virtues
Integrated In
Week Two:

Compassion
Forgiveness
Integrity

30 Teacher/Mentor Guide

REVIEW/FOCUS (5-10 Minutes)
[Guided Conversation]

Think of atime when someone made a promiseto you, but the
promise was not kept. Maybe someone promised to keep a
secret. Or maybe someone promised to return money or atoy.
How did you feel when the promise was broken?

Asyou think and remember, begin to draw or write your ideas
on the paper | am giving you now.

[Allow 5 minutes. Ask several children to show the
picture to the class. Say, "Tell us about your picture.”
Allow 5 minutesfor sharing.]

Promise-keeping helps us become compassionate people.
When we think about or experience broken promises, we can
have sympathy for someone else’ s suffering or misfortune. It
makes us want to help others. God’'s compassion for the
people of the world is so great that He made a promise that
would be very costly for Him to keep.

Today we are going to learn about this great promise that God
made and kept long ago. Part of the promise is that God will
awaysforgive us. Our part isto tell God when we think or
say or do wrong things, and agree with Him that what we
have thought or done is not what He wants. Today we're
going to learn more about God’ s compassion, forgiveness and
integrity and more about His promises.

Remember, God never breaks a promise. He is a person of
integrity. Here is a song to help us learn how God keeps His
ppromi ses.

A GUARANTEED YES

When God says, "Yes,"
It isapromise. (Sing 3 times)
It is a promise with a guaranteed Yes!

CHORUS

It's wonderful, it's beautiful,

It's a promise with a guaranteed Yes!
(Sing twice.)

(Continued next page) ©1=5°
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A GUARANTEED YES
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Week Two

A GUARANTEED YES
(Lyrics continued)

When God says, "l will,"
Itisapromise. (Sng 3 times) It's
a promise with a guaranteed Yes!

If He says that He will do it
Hewill doit (Sng 3 times)

It is a promise with a guaranteed
Yes!

(CHORUS)

If He made it, He won't break it.
Just believe it, you'll receiveit.
You can trust Him better

Than you trust the rest

'‘Cause if He said

That He will do it

He will keep Hisword

Right through it

It's a promise

With a guaranteed Yes!

(CHORUS)
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The following Bible ver ses
arereferredtoin The
Greatest Promise booklet:

Romans 3:23
"For all have sinned and have
not lived up to the perfect
goodness of God."

1John 4:9
"God showed Hisloveto us;
He sent His only Son to the
world."

Luke 18:16
"Jesus called the children and
told Hisfriends, 'Let thelittle
children come to me. Don't
stop them."

John 3:16
"God so loved the world that
He gave His only Son, Jesus.
Whoever trusts in God's Son
will not belost, but will have
life that lasts forever."

John 10:10
"| came so that you may live,
and live the best life
possible."

Matthew 28:20
"I am with you always."

Hebrews 13:5
"I will never leave you."

John 1:12
"All people who receive Jesus
and believe in Him become
children of God."

32 Teacher/Mentor Guide

DISCOVER (15 - 20 Minutes)

God loves you so much. You are very specia to Him. God
loves you and He loves all the people of the world. God made
apromise along, long time ago. He promised to make a way
for all the people of the world to live with Him now and
forever. And when God makes a promise He keepsit! Today,
in Discovery time, we are going to read a booklet together and
look at some pictures that tell about The Greatest Promise.

[Note to Leaders: The Greatest Promise booklet is an
educational tool created to help children understand the
story of Jesus and to make a choice about Him. Please
make sure when teaching this lesson that your children
are allowed a voluntary commitment. If Christianity or
any belief system isforced upon children, their individual
lives will not change. Anger and rebellion are the
consequences of forced belief.]

[Give each child a copy of The Greatest Promise booklet.]

[Guided Conversation]

Please ook at the cover of your booklet. Who are the people
in the picture? [Allow children’s responses] Notice the
letters are in red. Please read the red letters with me: "The
Greatest Promise." Turn the page and look at the picture and
listen while | read the black letters: "This booklet tells about
the greatest promise ever made, and what God did to keep that
promise." Now you (group or individual) read the red letters:
"God loves you and He keeps His promises.” [Leader reads
the black wording without any discussion.] "Ever since
God made the world, He promised to love and care for the
people of the world.

Sometimes people break promises. . . but when God makes
apromise, He keepsit!" Please turn the page and read the red
letters: "People break their promises by doing wrong things:"
[Leader reads the black letters without any discussion.]
"They forget about God. They disobey God. They hurt each
other. God says that our punishment for doing these wrong
things is that we cannot live with Him."

Week Two
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You are reading so well, please read the black words in the
yellow box. These words are from God’s book, the Bible.
"For all have sinned (done wrong things) and have not lived
up to the perfect goodness of God' (Romans 3:23).
[Continue in the same manner to page 15.]

[On page 15 the leader reads the black letters:] "Jesus
returned to be with God. Before He left, He made other
promises. . . . Jesus promises to be with you even though you
cannot see Him. Jesus promises to be your closest friend.
Jesus promises to forgive you for al the wrong things you
have done. Jesus promisesto liveinyou . .. where you love
and hurt, . . . whereyou feel glad and sad. Jesus promises that
when you die you can live with Him forever."

Read the black Bible words in the yellow: “I am with you
always’ (Matthew 28:20). “I will never leave you” (Hebrews
13:5).

Would you like to ask Jesus to be with you and in you now?
Your answer could be, “I don’t understand,” or “1 would like
to talk to my Mom or Dad first” Maybe you are just not

ready yet.

Your answer could be, “Yes, | want to ask Jesus to livein me
right now. | want Jesus to forgive my sins.” Whenever you
choose to say “Yes” you need to talk to God, using your own
words, or aprayer like this. Please turn the page and listen to
this prayer: “Dear God, | believe Jesus is Your Son. Thank
You that Jesus died on the cross for the wrong things | have
done. Please forgive me for doing wrong. | ask that Jesus
will be with me and in me always. Help meto be the kind of
person You want me to be. Thank You for answering my

prayer."

Would you like to pray this prayer right now? If your answer
is"yes," tak to God with me now. Make it your own prayer
to God. You may read it aloud with me as | read, or pray it
silently, inside, where only God can hear you. | will pray
slowly. You can pray after me phrase by phrase. If your
answer is"no" or "I'm still not ready," that isfine.

"Dear God, | believe JesusisYour Son . . . " [Repeat the
prayer phrase by phraseto the end.]

Week Two

(Bible Verses Cont.)

Galatians 3:26
"You are achild of God by
faith in Christ Jesus."

1John 1:9
"If we confess our sins,
God is faithful and just to
forgive us and to make us
clean from the wrong we
did."

Galatians 4.6
"And you are God's
children. That iswhy God
sent the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts."

THEME THOUGHTS
ABOUT JESUS

"Jesus was with God in the
beginning."
John 1:1

"Jesus is God in human
form."

". .. We have Jesus Christ
to help us."
1John 2:1

When you get tired and
want to stop trying, think
of Jesus' life and His
example.
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"Trust God's promise that He loves you and that Jesus will be
with you." Please read the black Bible words in the yellow
box with me. [Continuereading black and yellow together
through page 23 to the blue box.]

The words in the blue box on this page tell about what you
may or may not have done as you read the booklet.

Please read it with me: "Today when | asked, God forgave me
for the wrong things | have thought and done. Jesus is now
with meand in me. | want to be the kind of person God wants
me to be. | want to grow in loving God and other people.”

If you prayed today to ask Jesus to live in you, you may sign
your name and put today's date on the line provided. Thisis
away for you to remember the day you chose to ask Jesus to
live in you! Each of you may take your copy of the booklet
with you. If you chose not to pray the prayer today, you will
have the booklet to help you talk to God when you are ready.

THEME THOUGHTS
about
CHARACTER VIRTUES:

God's compassion for the
people of the world is so
great He sent His Son Jesus
to tell them He loves every
man, woman, boy and girl.

God forgives the wrong
things people think, say
and do.

People who keep promises
are people of integrity.
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SPIRIT OF GOD
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DISCUSS/APPLY (15-20 Minutes)

Here is a song to help us discuss
and think more about what happens
to a person who asks Jesusto livein
them. Itiscalled "Spirit of God."
When people make the choice to
ask Jesusto livein them, they
become children of God, according
to the Bible verse John 1:12, "All
people (men, women, girls, boys)
who receive Jesus and believe in
Him become children of God."
Another Bible verse, Galatians 46,
says. ". . .you are God's children,
that iswhy God sent the Spirit of
His Son into you." The Spirit of
His Son is the Holy Spirit of God.
The song will help us learn about
the Spirit of God.

SPIRIT OF GOD

The Spirit of God is my
Helper and Guide
Giving me power to do what is right

(Repeat)

Spirit of God — Spirit of God
Spirit of God — Spirit of God
(Repeat)

He giveslove — He givesjoy
He gives peace — And He gives
Patience to both young and old.

Kindness and goodness

And faithfulness, gentleness,
He even gives self-control.
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ACTIVITY PAGE 1, WEEK TWO ALL AGES

" You are God's children. That is why God sent the Spirit of His Son into you."

The Spirit of His Sn is the Holy Spirit of God. The song

Helper and Guide, and gives His chiren the he power to do What is right

“The Spirit of God is: my Helpsr and Guide,
Giving me power to do what is right!"

y become children of God
girls, boys) who recei

us the Spirit of God is a

‘some words to showitel imes whan you need to ask the Holy Spirt 10 be yol

Draw a picture
Yoo powr 1 ehoose what 1 i

wite some words o showtel tmes when you need (0 ask the Holy Spit o give
t.

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

When people make an
individual, voluntary
choice to ask Jesus to
live in them, their
understanding and
attitudes change in ways
that allow themto love
God, themselves and
others. God sends the
Soirit of His Son into
each individual who
asks. The Spirit of God
givesindividuals the
power and motivation to
choose what isright.
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ACTIVITY TIME (15-20 Minutes)
MUSIC ACTIVITY @
[Guided Conversation]

The song will help us remember that the Spirit of God is a
Helper and Guide, and gives people the power to choose and
do what is right. On your Student Activity Page draw a
picture or write some words to show/tell times when you need
to ask the Holy Spirit to be your Helper and Guide. On the
second half of the page, draw a picture or write some words
to show/tell times when you need to ask the Holy Spirit to
give you power to choose what is right.

DRAMAACTIVITY

Choose two to four people to work together.

Make alist of wordsthat describe times when you need to ask
the Holy Spirit to be your Helper and Guide.

Choose one of these ideas and create a skit to demonstrate
times you need to ask the Holy Spirit to give you power to
choose what isright.

Be prepared to present your skit to the others.

SUMMARY (2-5 Minutes)

God's great compassion and love for people was shown when
He sent His Son Jesus to earth to live, die and be brought back
to life. Thismade it possible for everyone, everywhere, to live
with God forever.

When we ask Jesus to livein us He makesit possible for usto
know and love God; He helps us with our attitudes towards
others. He helps uslove ourselves and others just as they are.
When you find it hard to accept and love yourself, your
friends or family, ask Jesus to help you with your thoughts,
feelings and actions towards others. When you find it hard to
keep a promise, or when someone breaks a promise, ask Jesus
to help you with your feelings and response. He will help you
become a person of compassion, loving and caring for
yourself and others.

Week Two



ACTIVITY PAGE 1, WEEK TWO ALL AGES

"The Spirit of God is my Helper and Guide,
Giving me power to do what is right!"

When people make the choice to ask Jesus to live in them, they become children of God
according to the Bible verse John 1:12: "All people (men, women, girls, boys) who receive
Jesus and believe in Him become children of God."

Another Bible verse, Galatians 4:6, says.
"...You are God's children. That iswhy God sent the Spirit of His Son into you."

The Spirit of His Son is the Holy Spirit of God. The song reminds us the Spirit of God is a
Helper and Guide, and gives His children the power to do what is right.

Draw a picture or write some words to show/tell times when you need to ask the Holy Spirit to be your
Helper and Guide.

Draw a picture or write some words to show/tell times when you need to ask the Holy Spirit to give
you power to choose what is right.
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JESUSAND ME EVERY DAY

OBJECTIVES

® To explore some Scriptures that make clear what a person
does to ask Jesusto live in them.

® To explore some Scriptures that help a child know some of
God's characteristics.

® To begin to memorize 1 John 5:11 and 12.
® To become avare of the meaning of theterm "eternal life."

® To establish a pattern for daily Bible reading and
memorization.

PREPARATION/MATERIALSNEEDED

1. Provide acopy of the Discipleship Activity Pages, "Jesus
and Me."

2. Complete the Discipleship Activity Page, "Jesus and Me,"
so you will be familiar with all concepts presented.

3. Provide a Bible for each child. (Encourage children to
bring their own Bibles when possible.)

4. Print on the chak board the five truths in “Review/
Focus.”

REVIEW/FOCUS (5-10 Minutes)
[Guided Conversation]

Printed on the whiteboard (chalk/poster) are the five truths we
are learning about God and Jesus.

Who would like to read the first one?

1. God loves people and sent His Son Jesus to teach people
the best way to live now and forever. Compassion is
another name for God.

Who would like to read the second one?
2. Jesusloves and cares for people and wants us to love and
care for people too.

Who would like to read the third?
3. We can learn what is right and wrong because the Bibleis
true.

Week Three

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

When people are sure

of God's love, they have
hope, a sense of
belonging, a sense of
competence and a sense of
worth.

BENEFITS
TO SOCIETY

When people are assured
of an unchanging source
of love and forgiveness,
they are lesslikely to
attack otherswho are
different. They are more
willing to live in harmony
with others, more likely to
be fair in their dealings
with one another, and less
likely to be critical.
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Bible verses found in the
Discipleship Game
"Jesusln Me":

John 1:12
"All people who receive Jesus
and believe in Him become
children of God."

Matthew 28:20
"I am with you al ways."

Colossians 1:14
"The Son paid for our sins,
and in Him we have
forgiveness."

Hebrews 13:5
"I will never leave you."

Galatians 3:26
"You are achild of God by
faith in Christ Jesus."

Philippians 2:13
"God is at work within you,
helping you want to obey Him
and then helping you do what
He wants you to do."

Psalm 119:11
"I have hidden your word in
my heart that | might not sin
against you."

Matthew 7:7
"Continue to ask, and God
will give to you. Continue to
search, and you will find.
Continue to knock, and the
door will open for you."
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Who would like to read the fourth?

4. Jesusis able to forgive people because He died to take the
punishment for al the wrong things people think and say
and do.

, please read the fifth idea.

5. When you ask Jesus to live in you, your understanding
and attitudes change in ways that allow you to love God,
yourself and others.

DISCOVER (20 - 25 Minutes)

[Guided Conversation]

One of the best things about following Jesus is the promise
He makes to never leave us. Jesus is a person of integrity.

Today, instead of listening to a story, we are going to read
Jesus promises from the Bible. Let’sbegin by reviewing how
the Bible is put together. [Provide each child a Bible]

Please hold your Bible between your two hands.
[Demonstrate asyou speak.] How many books are therein
the Bible? [Allow children torespond. Answer: 66.]

There are two parts to the Bible. Tgp your left hand on the
Bible. This part of the Bible is the Old Testament. [Allow
lear nersto repeat, “ Old Testament.”] It has 39 booksinit.
[Allow learnersto repeat “39.”]

Tap your right hand on the Bible. This part of the Bible isthe
New Testament. [Allow learners to repeat, “New
Testament.”] It has 27 books in it. [Allow learners to
repeat “27.” ]

The names of the first five books in the Old Testament are
[Hold up your left hand, begin with thumb, and move to
fore-finger through little finger, asyou say . . . ] Genesis,
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

The names of the first five books of the New Testament are
[Hold up your right hand, beginning with thumb, and
move to fore-finger through little finger, asyou say . . . ]
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts.
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The promise we are going to read isin the New Testament, in
the Book of Matthew, chapter 28, verse 20.

First find the Book of Matthew. [Guide children to finding
the New Testament, and then the first book, Matthew.]
Then look for the big number, that is the chapter. Turn the
pages until you find the big number 28. Then look for the
verse; that is the little number. You are looking for verse 20.

Please read this verse together: Matthew 28:20:
"I am with you always."

Good! Now I’'m giving each of you the Activity Pages, “ Jesus
and Me Every Day.” Let’s begin them together. Who would
like to read the first sentence?

[Work with your children, allowing different onesto read
asyou progressthrough Activity Page 1. When you reach
the “ circle the pictures that show where God will be with
you” pictures, page 2, encourage children to describe
what the picturestell them.]

Wheat picture did you circle?

God will be with you when you . [Answer: play.]
God will be with you when you .[Answer: sleep.]
God will be with you when you [Possible

answers. read with your father,
grandfather, etc.]

uncle, brother,

God will be with you when you are [Possible
answers. doing homework, working at school, etc.]

Next please, "Circle the correct word in the box." You can
check to see if you have the correct answer to the Hebrews
13:5 puzzle by looking at the Bible verse printed on Activity

Page 4.

Next you have a crossword puzzle to complete. Usethe three
words printed next to the puzzle. Let me know if any of you
need help completing the crossword puzzle.

Week Three

Ephesians 4:32
"Bekind and loving to
each other. Forgive each
other just as God forgave
you in Christ."

Psalm 135:3
"Praise God, for God is
good."

Psalm 135:5
"God isgreat, our God is
greater than al gods."

1John 4:8
"God islove"

1John 5:11, 12
"Thisiswhat God told us:
God has given us eternal
life, and thislifeisin his
Son. Whoever has the Son
haslife. But the person
who does not have the
Son of God does
not have life."
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THEME THOUGHTS

When people are sure of
God's love, they have
hope!

Knowing what is right and
what iswrong gives
security and a standard
from which people can
think, discuss and act.

When we are sure God
loves us, we will want to
treat people as He does.
We become people of
compassion.

When people are sure of
God's love, they have a
sense of belonging.

God is a person of
e compassion

» forgiveness

* integrity
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Now that you have completed the puzzle, turn to the next
page. Who will volunteer to read the Bible verse, Philippians
2:13?

"God is at work within you, helping you want to obey Him
and then helping you do what He wants you to do."

This verse says that God wants us to obey Him, but it doesn't
say what it means to be obedient. The next activity will help
you discover some of the things God wants you to think and
do. Who would like to read the directions?

"Draw a picture here of something you think God wants you
todo." If you need someideas, you may read the Bible verses
listed: Psalm 119:11; Matthew 7;7, Ephesians 4:32.

[Allow children 5-10 minutesto complete their drawings.]

| would like two or three of you to show/tell us about the
pictures you drew.

Who would like to read the next direction? [Allow a student
toread: "Circlethewordsin these Bible verses that tell
you something about God."] Who would like to read the
Bible verses, while the rest of us circle the words that tell
something about God?

What words did you circle? [Answers. God isgood. God
isgreater that all gods. God islove. God is compassion]

The next section is a "code game." The game will help you
begin to memorize 1 John 5:11 and 12. Look at the code with
me. There is aletter next to each number. Now look at the
Bible verse. Where words are left out, there are blank spaces
with numbers printed below. Look at the number, then find
the letter in the code next to the number. Print that letter in
the blank space. When you havefilled in al the blank spaces
you will be able to read the verse. Begin to work. Let me
know if you need some help.

[Allow children 5-10 minutes to finish. Younger children
will need more help and moretime]
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Read the verse with me: "Thisiswhat God told us: God has
given us eternal life, and thislifeisin His Son. Whoever has
the Son has life. But the person who does not have the Son
of God does not have life" (1 John 5:11, 12).

The next part of the game will help us understand the
meaning of the term "eterna life." Who will read the first
sentence?

"What does this verse say that God has given you?' The
answer isfound in the verse. [Answer: eternal life]

Who would like to read the next sentence? [Allow learners
toread.] "What is eternal life?"'

[Allow children to interact and try to answer the question
beforethey read theanswer. The answer isprinted upside
down under the blank line. Answer: Life with God now
and forever.]

Who would like to read the next sentence? [L earner reads.]
"Where do you find thislife?' [The answer isin the verse:
in the Son (Jesus).]

Who would like to read the last question? [Learner reads.]
"Do you have the Son (Jesus)?' [Answer: John 1:12. You
have the Son (Jesus) if you have asked Jesus to live in

you.]

When we are sure God loves us, we will want to treat people
asHedoes. To help usknow how God treats people and ways
He shows us to live, we need to read and memorize Bible
verses. Turn to the back page, "Bible verses to read and
memorize."

Choose a verse you wish to memorize. [If timeallows, have
the children begin to memorizein class|]

Please take these Activity Pages home with you and
memorize some or al of these verses. When you memorize a
verse(s) you may repeat them to me and | will [check, initial,
put a sticker] in the box next to the verse you completed.

[As time allows, you may choose one or more of the
following additional activities.]

Week Three

)
4
1 John 5:11,12

Fill in the missing words in these verses using this code:
1=A  4=D 7=G  10=J 13=M 16=P 18=§ 22=V 25=Y
2=B 5= B=H 11=K 14=N 17=Q 20=T 23=W 26=Z
3=C  6=F 9= 12=L 15=0 18=R 21=U 24=X

“This is what God us: God has given us

20 15 12
eternal . and this life is in His

- __ . Whoever
2 8 6 § 5 14
has the Son has life. Butthe __ who does not
16 5 18 15 14
hawve the Son of God does nothave __ ____ _ " {1 John 5:11, 12)
2 9 & 5 New Century Version
. ;—-\NNMAMMW‘-“‘““—MW e
1 What does this verse say Ged has given you? _
5 What is eternal life?
Where do you find this life? §
% Do you have the Son, Jesus? m’j
e e et s i i i A s s o P A
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ACTIVITY TIME »
DRAW AND/OR ACT OUT

[Givean Activity Page5to each child.] Jesus promised, "Y ou can be surethat | will bewith
you always' (Matthew 28:20). Draw a picture showing places and/or times Jesus will be with
you, or choose a friend and act out places and times Jesus will be with you.

MUSIC ACTIVITY

Here is a song to help us remember that
Jesus will never leave us:

| WILL NOT LEAVE

I will not leave. | will not go.
Thisisapromise | want you to know.
I will not go. | will not leave.
Thisis a promise that you can believe.

CHORUS:

Always and always, forever and ever,
Thisishow long | (He) will stay.
Always and a ways, forever and ever,
Jesus will not go away.

He will stay day after day.

He will not leave. He will not go.
Thisis apromise that | need to know.
He will not go. He will not leave.
Thisis apromise that | can believe.

(Chorus)

Second after second, minute after minute,
Hour after hour Jesus will stay.

Sunday after Sunday,

Weekend after weekend,

Summer after summer Jesus will stay.
School year after school year,

Christmas after Christmas,

Birthday after birthday Jesus will stay.
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(ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES)

CALENDAR
God promises to be with us al year! Your Activity Page is a
calendar. In each sgquare of the calendar draw or paste a
picture of something you will do or a holiday you will
celebrate during the month.

Events pictured can be birthdays of family members, specid
events at school or church, holidays, family outings or
vacations, etc.

[Give an Activity Page 6 to each child.]

JESUSPROMISES...

...to be with us all year. Draw orpaste a picture of something you will do
ora holiday you will celebrate during each month.

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL
MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

SUMMARY (2-5 Minutes)
[Guided Conversation]

Being sure of God's love gives us a sense of belonging. No
matter what takes place in our lives, we can be sure we belong
to God. We can be sure that He loves us. We can be sure we
are important and worthy because God created us. We can be
sure that we are capable and competent because God
continues to teach us, to equip us and enable us to become all
He wants us to be.

Week Three

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

When people are sure
of God's love,

they have hope,

a sense of belonging,
a sense of competence
and a sense of worth.

Teacher/Mentor Guide
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Jesus and Me
Every Day

God’s book,
the Bible says:
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Think about
what happens now

that you are
a child of God!

God’s book the
Bible says:
“I am with you
always’”

—Matthew 28:20
P T W W L W N

Circle the correct word in the

Bible verse below:

I

s

]

Hebrews 135

“I will (always) (never)

(sormetimes) |eave you." J

Rl

|

N

Make a crossword puzzle

using these three words:

Activity Page 2

-

“The Son (Jesus)
paid for our sins,
and in Him we

have forgiveness!

—Colossians 1:14
TaYaYa W o W W W

God promises to
forgive you for the
wrong things you

’ think, say and do.

God is a forgiver

Circle the pictures that show where
God will be with you.

Week Three/ Teacher/Mentor Guide

You begin a new life
with God and His Son
Jesus. God wants you
to live this new life, and
He will help you do it!
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ﬂ “God is at work within you, helping you want to obey Him and E
then helping you do what He wants you to do.”

—Philippians 2:13

Draw a picture of — )
something you think
God wants you to do.
For ideas read:
Psalm 119:11
Matthew 7:7
Ephesians 4:32

Circle the words “Praise God, “God is great, “God is love’”
in these Bible for God is our God is —1 John 4:8
verses that tell good. greater than A~
you something —Psalm 135:3 all gods.” N4
about God: AN —Psalm 135:5

NSNS
1 John 5:11,12 Godis
Fill in the missing words in these verses using this code: compassion. .
1=A  4=D 7=G  10=J 13=M 16=P 19=S 22=V 25=Y
2=B 5=E 8=H 11=K 14=N 17=Q 20=T 23=W 26=Z
3=C 6=F 9=l 12=L  15=0 18=R 21=U 24=X
“Thisiswhat God _~ us: God has given us

20 15 12 4
eternal  andthislifeisinHis . Whoever
12 9 6 5 19 15 14
has the Son has life. Butthe who does not
16 5 18 19 15 14

have the Son of God does not have " (1 John 5:11,12).

S
|
|
|

New Century Version

What does this verse say God has given you?

What is eternal life?

ToASIO) PUE MOU POD) UM of

Where do you find this life?

Do you have the Son, Jesus?

I'4

E Activity Page 3 Week Three / Teacher/Mentor Guide Jesusand Me Every Day 51 E



52

This page is intentionally left blank.
In the original paper format there was a
cutout on this page.


This page is intentionally left blank.
In the original paper format there was a cutout on this page.



This Week

Bible verses to
read and memorize:

1 “I am with you always.” —Matthew 28:20
“I will never leave you” —Hebrews 13:5

2 “You are a child of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.” —Galatians 3:26

3 “All people (men, women, girls, boys)
who receive Jesus and believe in Him
become children of God.” =John 1:12

4 “Be kind and loving to each other.
Forgive each other just as God forgave
you in Christ.” —Ephesians 4:32

5 “I have hidden Your word in my heart
that | might not sin against You.”
—Psalm 119:11

O “Continue to ask, and God will give it to
you, continue to search, and you will
find.” —Matthew 7:7

God is a person of:

7 “This is what God told us: God has e compassion
given us eternal life, and this life is in » forgiveness
His Son. Whoever has the Son has life. e integrity

But the person who does not have the
Son of God does not have life.”
-1 John 5:11,12

Unless noted, Bible verses are from the Children’s International Bible.
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Draw and/or act out places and times Jesus will be with you.
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TALKING TO GOD

OBJECTIVES

To understand that you can talk with God about
everything.

To practice talking with God about everyday situations
and experiences.

To discover you can talk with God anytime, anywhere,
aloud or silently.

To understand God aways answers prayer.

To learn three steps to take when you do something
wrong.

To establish a pattern for daily prayer.
To understand that telling the truth builds integrity.

PREPARATION/MATERIALSNEEDED

1.

Discipleship Activity Pages “Talking to God” for each
child.

Complete the Discipleship Activity Pages “Talking to
God” before the session so you will be familiar with all
concepts presented.

A chalkboard or large piece of paper for Review/Focus.

It Takes Love cassette or CD; song chart or trans-
parency.

REVIEW/FOCUS (5-10 Minutes)

As children arrive, allow those who memorized versesfrom
the Discipleship Activity Page "Jesus In Me Every Day" to
say the versesto you. Give approval and recognition to the
children with your initials or a sticker in the box next to the
verse they completed. While you are listening to individual
children, guide the others to continue memorizing verses.

Week Four

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

Living according to God's
moral and ethical lawsis
a personal commitment to
Him. Talking with God
daily is essential to
maintaining fellowship
with Him.

BENEFITS
TO SOCIETY

As people develop a
personal relationship and
fellowship with God, they
take responsibility for
themselves, their family
and their community.
They make constructive
decisions and choices.
They obey the laws of the
state without force or fear.
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WORDASSOCIATION

Choose
Child of God
Good
Love
Eternal Life
Memorize

Bible Versesto Memorize:

Matthew 28:20
"I am with you al ways."

Hebrews 13:5
"I will never leave you."

Galatians 3:26
"You are achild of God by
faith in Christ Jesus."

Jeremiah 33:3

"Pray to me, and | will
answer you."
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[Guided Conversation]

We are going to do some word association to review the
concepts from our last lesson. Word association means to say
aword or phrase and then think of another word or phrase that
tells what we are learning. Let me give you an example:

[Write an example on the chalkboard or large piece of
paper ]

When | write the word "promise,” we remember that God
promised to send His Son Jesus. So, | will write:

Promise

Now I’ll writeaword or phrase on the board. [God promised
to send His Son Jesus. God isa promise keeper. God isa
person of integrity.] Then you think and be ready to tell the
class a word or phrase about what we are learning about
following Jesus that relates to the word or phrase | wrote on
the board. Any questions?

Thefirst word is "choose." From our first three lessons, what
have we |learned to choose?

Choose - [Possible answers. to ask Jesustolivein you,
to memorize Bible ver ses, to choose to obey what God
saysin His book, the Bible.]

When | write "child of God," who do followers of Jesus
believe are children of God?

Child of God - [Possible answers. John 1:12, those
who receive Jesus, those who believe Jesus is God's
Son.]

What have we learned about the word "good"?

Good - [Possibleanswers. God isgood, God is greater
than all gods, God is compassionate.]

What have we learned about "love"?

Love- [Possible answers: God islove, Jesus loves and
caresfor people, people can love and care for others]

Week Four
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What is"eternal life"?

[Possible answers. to live forever, life with God now
andforever.]

What does "memorize" mean?

[Possible answers: To remember, to commit to

memory, Bible verses.]

DISCOVER “TALKING TO GOD” (15-25 Minutes)

[Distribute a copy of the “Talking to God” Activity Pages
to each child.]

[Guided Conversation]

The first activity gives you the chance to use your memory.
Do you remember three verses that are promises to you?
Write them from memory in the spaces provided. [If
children need assistance, help them locate the verses in
their Bibles|]

Who will choose to tell the class what you have written for
Matthew 28:20? Hebrews 13:5? Galatians 3:26?

Good! You are doing well with your memorization. Who
would like to read the rest of this page? [Allow a child to
read beginning with " Now that you area child of God .. ."
and ending with "to talk with Him about everything!" ]

Next isa"maze." Who will choose to read the directions?

"Start with the word 'God." When you find your way to
another word, stop and talk to God about that word or
words."

Needs
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School

Week Four

Bible Versesto
Memorize:

Psalm 32:1
"Happy isthe person
whose sins are forgiven."

1John 1:9
"If we confess our sins,
God is faithful and just to
forgive us and to make us
clean from the wrong we
did."

Psalm 37:5
"Commit your way to the
Lord, trust Him, and He
will doit."

WORDSIN THE
"MAZE" GAME

Start with "God"

Needs
Family
Wrong thoughts, words
or actions
Food
School
Friends
Love

Teacher/Mentor Guide 61



FOLLOWING JESUS
WEEK FOUR: Talking To God

TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE
Ages5-11

THEME THOUGHTS

"God wants to help you
with everything."

God answers, "Yes," "No,"
"Wait awvhile," or "l have
something better!"

"I can talk to God anytime
and anywhere about
anything!"

God cares about your
problems, big or small!

God knows what will
happen in the future. Trust
Him to help you make the

right choice.
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Please choose a partner and do this game together. When you
find your way to a word, that word will remind you of
something you can talk about with God. Ask your partner
what they would say to God. If you get stuck, there are some
ideas printed in the "conversation squares' to help you. Be
ready to share some of your thoughts.

[Allow children 5 to 10 minutes to complete this part of
the activity. Move around the room to help the
"partners’ get started, to answer any questions, and to
evaluate the children'sresponses.]

Let's begin telling thoughts and ideas about the word
“Family.” Which partnerswould like to share first? Next, the
words "Wrong thoughts or actions” What were your ideas
about “food”? About “school”? How did you talk to God
about “friends’? About "needs'?

We are beginning to understand that we can talk to God about
everything. Please turn to Activity Page 2

Good! Now the next activity helps us understand when and
how a person can pray. Please read along with me. God
wants you to talk with Him! “Pray to Me, and | will answer
you.” Jeremiah 33:3 When God says “Pray to Me” He means
“Talk with Me”

Now, as we read, mark out all the K's and X's to solve the
puzzle. "God says.

. I will hear your prayer
[lee learners time to cross out the K* sand X'sand then
ask a child to share an answer. Answers. anytime,

anywhere.]

“. . . You can pray “ ' [Pause, giving
children time to cross out the K's and X's. Then ask a
child to read the completed sentence. Answer: silently.]
inside, where only God hears."

. You can pray [Give children
time to cross out the K'sand X's and then ask a child to
share an answer. Answer: out loud.]
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... You can tell Him “I " [Answer: love You.]

“God wants to help you with everything.
God cares about your problems, big or small.
God always answers your prayers.”

Sometimes
| wonder if
God hears
Who would like to read what the girl is thinking? me...

[“ Sometimes | wonder if God hearsme. . .”]

You may be wondering the same thing. The next part of the
activity gives us some ideas about what God says.

As | read aloud, please read silently along with me and then
follow what the directions tell you to do.

“Sometimes He says ‘Yes!” Color the circle green or
write‘G.” God wants you to have everything you need.”

“Sometimes He says ‘No.” Color the circle red or write
‘R’ Trust God to tell you ‘no’ when you ask for
something that is not best for you."

“Sometimes God says ‘Slow down, wait awhile.” Color
the circle yellow or write *Y.” God is wise and will give
you what you need at the right time.”

“Sometimes God says ‘| have something better.” Color _
the star any color you like. God knows what will happen Sometmes e says“Yest ()

(Color the circle green or write “G.”)

in the future. Trust Him to make the right choice for you.” God wants you to have everything you need.

Sometimes He says “No.” Q
(Color the circle red or write “R.”)

Some people think you can only talk with God if you think Tst God to tell you no when you ask for
and do everything that is good or right or perfect. That kind | omefne i robestioryon
of thinki ng is not correct. Sometimes God says “Slow down, wait awhile.” O

(Color the circle yellow or write “Y.")

God is wise and will give you what you need
. . . t the right time.

God wants to talk with us al the time, even when we think or s e rgmime
do something wrong. Please turn to Activity Page 3. This Sorees Godsasl ave someting bt 1.

(Color the star any color you like.)

page tells us what to do when we think, say or do something God knows what will happen in the future.
Wrong Trust Him to make the right choice for you.

Who would like to read beginning with “What if | do
something wrong?’ and ending with "These three steps help
you confess when you choose wrong” ?

Who would like to read beginning with “ Confessing means,”
and ending with “1 John 1:9"?
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READ

The next part is a “true or false” activity. Answer the
questions by writing "true" or "false" in the blanks. When
you have finished, you and your partner correct each other's
answers.

People who follow Jesus like to talk with God every day. The
sentences under the heading “Every Day,” give us ideas for
prayer. The boxes arethereto check or star, just for fun. Let's
read through each sentence. Here is another Bible verse to
read and memorize, Psalm 37:5: “Depend on the Lord. Trust
Him, and He will take care of you.”

Telling God the truth and talking with God about what you
think and say and do helps you become a person of integrity.

MUSIC ACTIVITY
[Guided Conversation]

\ Talking with God daily helps us remember He is always with
N L us. Hereisasong that will help us remember the things we
learned in the game.

THEME THOUGHT
People can count on me.
I’m a person with integrity.
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| ASKED GOD
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[This song is on the It Takes Love cassette orCD. To order, please call 1-800-432-1997. If the music is not
available, make a copy of the words foreach child. Ask children to read the words and circle the thoughts
orideas they rememberfrom the activity pages they completed in this lesson.]

Week Four

| asked God for something special.
Hesaid "Yes," not no.

CHORUS

Because He loves me and knows
what

Isvery best for me. (Repeat)

| asked God for something special.

And He said "No, that'sared light.
Stop."

| asked God for something special

He said "Absolutely not!"
(CHORUS)

| asked God for something special.

And He said

"Wait, that's a yellow light. Slow."

| asked God for something special.

And He will let me know.
(CHORUS)

Sometimes He gives answers,
Not red or yellow or green.
Much better than | asked for,
Much better than my dreams.
It was not on my prayer list.
He thought it up for me.
Much better than | hoped for.
Exactly what | need!!
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SUMMARY (2-5 Minutes)
We can talk to God any time, anywhere. We can talk about
anything. He's always there. He always hears our prayers.
Today we are going to summarize our lesson with music and
words. The name of the song is“ | Can Talk To God.”

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

[Read the words with the children, then sing the song as
many times as your schedule allows. Thissongison the

Living according to God's It Takes Love cassetteor CD.]

moral and ethical lawsisa
personal commitment to
Him. Talking with God
daily is essential to
maintaining fellowship
with Him.
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| CAN TALK TO GOD
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| CAN TALK TO GOD

REFRAIN:

| can talk to God any time,

| can talk to God anywhere
We can talk about anything,
And He hears my prayer
He's awaysthere, any time,
| can talk to God anywhere,
We can talk about anything
And He hears my prayer, He's always there
He always hears my prayer.

| can talk to God with my seatbelt on,

| can talk to God when my Mom is gone,

| can talk to God when my friend can't play,

It doesn't matter what time of day.

| can talk to God if I'm bowing my head,

| can talk to God if I'm laying in bed,

| can talk to God just running around,

It doesn't matter if I'm up or down.

And the list goes on and on and on and on and on.

(Refrain)

| can talk to God when I'm climbing a tree,

| can talk to God down on my knees,

| can talk to God right before a meal,

It doesn't matter about the way | feel.

| can talk to God if I'm feeling sad,

| can talk to God when I'm really mad,

| can talk to God when I'm afraid of the night,

It doesn't matter if it's dark or light.

And the list goes on and on and on and on and on.

(Refrain)

| can talk to God when I'm singing a song,
| can talk to God just walking along,

| can talk to God about the problems I've had,
It doesn't matter if it's good or bad.

| can talk to God about surprise things,

| can talk to God about everything,

| can talk to God, oh yes | can and

It doesn't matter if it’s anyplace, anybody,
Anyhow, anymore, anyone, anything
Anyway, any time, any old "any" at all.
(Refrain)
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P r a.ye r Do you remember God’s promises to you?

Matthew 28:20:

Hebrews 13:5:

Galatians 3:26: “You are a of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”

NOW THAT YOU ARE A CHILD OF GOD....
God wants you
to talk with Him about everything.

“Thank you for
my parents.”

Start with the word
“God.” When you find “Please, God, I need shoes." J

your way to another word,
stop and talk to God
about that word or words.  Needs

“Thank you for
loving me. | love
you,God."

“l love you
God”

thoughts,
words, or
actions

again. Help
me do what
is right.”

“Thank you
for this food.”

“Please, God, help me
do good work.af school,
help ry friend feel
better and .. ."

School
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God wants you to talk with Him!

“Pray to Me, and | will answer you.”
—Jeremiah 33:3

God says...

When God says "Pray to Me, (Mark out all the K's and X’s to solve the puzzle.)

He means “Talk with Me”

...l will hear your prayer AKNY XTXIMKE, AXNKY -
WXHKERE.

...You can pray KSXILXEKNKTXLY inside, where
only God hears.

Sometimes
| wonder if
God hears
me...

... You can pray XOXUTK LKOXUXD.

...You can tell Him “| XLKOXVE YKOXU.”

God wants to help you with everything.
God cares about your problems, big or small.
God always answers your prayers.

Sometimes He says “Yes!” O
(Color the circle green or write “G.”)
God wants you to have everything you need.

Sometimes He says “No.” O

(Color the circle red or write “R.”)

Trust God to tell you “no” when you ask for
something that is not best for you.

Sometimes God says “Slow down, wait awhile.” O
(Color the circle yellow or write “Y.")

God is wise and will give you what you need

at the right time.

Sometimes God says “| have something better.”ik
(Color the star any color you like.)

God knows what will happen in the future.

Trust Him to make the right choice for you.
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What if | do something wrong?

Whenever you do something you know is wrong, talk to God. Take these steps:

2

“t
-—

Agree with God that what Thank Jesus for forgiving Trust God to help change

you thought, said or did the wrong things you think, your thoughts, words and
was not what He wanted. say and do (your sins). actions.

These three steps help you confess when you choose wrong.

(&/y ‘?.

Confessing means \'@
telling God you agree §
with Him that what you
thought, said or did
was wrong.

é’
Z
-

-

Confessing helps you
know God loves and
forgives you.

“If we confess our sins, He will
forgive our sins. We can trust
God. He does what is right. He
will make us clean from all the
wrongs we have done.”

-1 John 1:9

PaYa Ve W W o W
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Answer these questions Every Day

by writing “true” or “false”

in the blanks. [0 Thank God for His love
and care.
1. Prayer is talking to God.

2. You can pray anywhere.

3. God can hear you only if you pray
really loud.

4. God sometimes wants you to wait
for what you ask.

O Tell God you love Him.

0 Ask God to help you
think, say and do what
IS right.

[0 Ask God to forgive you
when you think, say or

5. God always says “Yes” to your prayers. do wrong things (sin)
6. God cares about all your problems. .
_ yourp _ [0 Thank God for answering
7. God forgives you when you tell Him your prayers in the way
you were wrong. He knows best.
8. You must be on your knees when you
pray. GOD ALWAYS HEARS YOUR
SS[e '8 dMIL 'L ANIL 79 PRAYERS!

3S[B] 'C ONI] p 9S[B] ¢ SNIT g 9NIT, T SIomsuy
READ AND MEMORIZE THIS

@,)" VERSE THIS WEEK!

GOD’S BOOK,THE BIBLE, SAYS:
“Depend on the Lord. Trust Him,
and He will take care of you.”
—Psalm 37:5

Unless noted, Bible verses are from the Children’s International Bible.

2l
.
e '.“%
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| ASKED GOD

| asked God for something special
And He said "Yes, that's a green light. Go!"
| asked God for something special.
He said "Yes,” not no.

CHORUS
Because He loves me and knows what
Is very best for me. (Repeat)

| asked God for something special.
And He said "No, that's a red light. Stop."
| asked God for something special
He said "Absolutely not!"
(CHORUS)

| asked God for something special.
And He said
"Walit, that's a yellow light. Slow."
| asked God for something special.
And He will let me know.
(CHORUS)

Sometimes He gives answers,
Not red or yellow or green.
Much better than | asked for,
Much better than my dreams.
It was not on my prayer list.
He thought it up for me.
Much better than | hoped for.
Exactly what | need!!

Activity Page 5 Week Four / Teacher/Mentor Guide Talking To God
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| CAN TALK TO GOD

REFRAIN
| can talk to God any time, | can talk to God anywhere
We can talk about anything, And He hears my prayer
He's always there, any time,
| can talk to God anywhere, We can talk about anything
And He hears my prayer, He's always there
He always hears my prayer.

| can talk to God with my seatbelt on,
| can talk to God when my Mom is gone,
| can talk to God when my friend can't play,
It doesn't matter what time of day.
| can talk to God if I'm bowing my head,
| can talk to God if I'm laying in bed,
| can talk to God just running around,
It doesn't matter if I'm up or down.
And the list goes on and on and on and on and on.
(Refrain)

| can talk to God when I'm climbing a tree,

| can talk to God down on my knees,

| can talk to God right before a meal,

It doesn't matter about the way | feel.
| can talk to God if I'm feeling sad,

| can talk to God when I'm really mad,

| can talk to God when I'm afraid of the night,
It doesn't matter if it's dark or light.
And the list goes on and on and on and on and on.
(Refrain)

| can talk to God when I'm singing a song,
| can talk to God just walking along,
| can talk to God about the problems I've had,
It doesn't matter if it's good or bad.
| can talk to God about surprise things,
| can talk to God about everything,
| can talk to God, oh yes | can and
It doesn't matter if it's anyplace, anybody,
Anyhow, anymore, anyone, anything
Anyway, any time, any old "any" at all.
(Refrain)
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GROWING

OBJECTIVES

® Toidentify things that grow.

® To identify peoplein your life who love you.
® To understand that God loves you too.

® Toidentify waysto help friendships grow.

® To become aware of five ways to help you grow in your
friendship and relationship with Jesus.

PREPARATION/MATERIALSNEEDED

1. Provide a“Review and Focus’ Activity Page 5 for each
learner.

2. Provide Discipleship Activity Pages, "Growing," for
each learner.

3. Complete the Discipleship Activity Pages, "Growing,"
before the session so you will be familiar with al
concepts.

REVIEW/FOCUS (5-10 Minutes)

[Guided Conversation]

What are some things we learned in the last lesson about
prayer?

[Allow learnersto respond. Possible Answers:

God wants you to talk with Him about everything. You
can talk with God any time, anywhere, silently or out
loud. God always answers your prayers. Sometimes He
says “yes,” sometimes “no,” sometimes “wait awhile;”
sometimes God says" | have something better for you." ]

Confession is part of prayer. It meanstelling God you agree
with Him that what you thought or did was wrong.
Confessing helps you know God loves and forgives you.
Telling God and others the truth helps you become a person
of integrity.

Hereisaword puzzle for each of you to complete, to review
and remind you of what to do when you think, say or do
something wrong. (Activity Page 5)

Week Five

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

The daily process of
character building
includes learning to pray,
learning to read the Bible,
being with other
Christians, learning to tell
others about Jesus and
choosing to obey God.

BENEFITS
TO SOCIETY

When individualslive out
their commitment to follow
the teachings of Christ on
adaily basis, their
Christian worldview
becomes a strong influence
on the actions and
teachings of society. A
Christian foundation also
provides a framework to
respond to educational,
social and political
challenges.
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ANSWERSTO
WORD PUZZLE

I HA NK S J P
R U G G E D E S
US R S A B S8 Y
S A E L E C U T
I U E S O 1 § E
REVIEW AND FOCUS
Complete the puzzle by answering the question, "What are three steps that can
be taken whenever you think, say, or do something wrong?" Gircle the kay
words hidden in the puzzle. The words go up and down or straight across.
T H A N K S8 J P
R U G G E D E S§
U 8§ R 8§ A B s Y
S A E L E C U T
T U E &8 O | s E
T, 1 with God that what you thought, said
LE :v“:},j‘ or did was not what He wanted.
2 for forgiving

t!;e wrong things you think, say, or do (your sins] N S
g things y, or do (your sins) %

3. God to help change your thoughts,
words and actions.

Telling God and others the truth helps you become a person of integrityl
e

Activity Page § Week Five/ Teachen/Mentor Guide Grawing 97

THINGS THAT GROW
Trees
Flowers
Children

THINGSTHAT
DO NOT GROW
Cars
Rocks
Balls

82 Teacher/Mentor Guide

Please compl ete the puzzle by answering the question, "What
are three steps that can be taken whenever you think, say or
do something wrong?' Circle the key words hidden in the
puzzle. The words go up and down or straight across.

- o C 31 H
cC » o C I
m m I O >
w rn o6 2
o m » m R

O W U »w
w C O m o
m 4 < »w T

[Answers:
1. Agreewith God that what you thought, said or did was not
what He wanted.

2. Thank Jesusfor forgiving the wrong things you think, say
or do (your sins).

3. Trust God to help change your thoughts, words and
actions]

DISCOVER “GROWING” (20-30 Minutes)

[Give each child a set of “Growing” Activity Pages 1-4]
[Guided Conversation]

It is important to "grow" in your friendship and relationship
with God.

The “Growing” Activity Pages begin by helping us identify
some things that grow and some things that do not grow.
"Circle the pictures of things that grow."

Do carsgrow? Do rocks grow? How about trees, flowers,
balls, children?

Who would like to read the next directions? [" Trees and
flowers need certain thingsto grow. Fill in the lettersto
discover thesethings." ]

When you are done, check your answers with the "upside
down" words.

Trees and flowers need light, water and soil to grow.

Week Five
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Children need food, water, love and someone to love, to
help them grow.

Turn to Activity Page 2. Please read with me: "People who
love you... “Next, circle the names of some people in your
life who love you."

"Now put the names you circled on the lines below.” Then
read the sentence you have created. Who would like to read
their sentence?

[Allow several children toread their sentence.]

"God LovesYou Too!”

The next directions say: "Put abox around the ways that help
your friendship and relationship grow with the people you
love-the people you circled above.”

[For Younger Children]

As | read the phrases, you decide if the statement | read is
something that will help you know more about your family or
friends. If you think, "Yes, that will help me know my
friends/family better," draw a box around the phrase.

Listen to each other.

Talk with each other.

Read some of the same books.

Go to different schools.

Go places together.

Tell each other about special people you know.
Be with each other only once a year.

Help with homework.

Which ones did you put in a box?

These activities have helped us think about things that grow,
and about how our friendships and relationships grow with
people.

Who would like to read the next sentence?

"Now learn some ways to grow in your new life with
Jesus."

Week Five

People who love you...

Circle the names of some people in your life
who LOVE you:

s GR
u.OT“E'R STER ANDFA THER
BROTHEp TEACHER o ANDMOTHER
NEIGHBOR  pATHER AUNTE
UNCLg FRIEND
MENTOR
FOSTERFAMILY  COUSIy

| don’t have to wait until
I’m grown
to be loving, kind and true.
| can pray and read my
Bible,
be with other Christians,
too.
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Waysto grow in your
new lifewith Jesus;

Pray.
Read your Bible.

Be with Christians.

Answer to " Prayer" puzzle

Prayer is talking to God by
yourself and with others. You
can talk to God any

T 1L ME,ay

W H E R E.Youcan
talk to God by

YO URSELFad
with others. God always
answers. Sometimes He says
Y E S Sometimes N O.
OftenHesaysW A 1 T
AWHI L E OrHe
tdlsusaB ETT ER

way.
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Please read along with me:

“Here are somewaysto help you grow inthisnew life. You
need to pray and read your Bible, be with Christians
(otherswho believe Jesusis God’s Son), tell others about
Jesus and obey God. Hereis a song to help you remember
what you need to grow.” [Sing thisto the familiar tune,
“Come Thou Font of Every Blessing.” ]

| don't have to wait until I'm grown
to beloving, kind and true.

| can pray and read my Bible,
be with other Christians, too.

[Please look at the next page to find ways to help you
pray, read your Bible, be with people who believe that
JesusisGod’s Son.]

Let's begin by reviewing some things we have learned
about prayer.

As| read, pleasefill in the blanks: [Pause befor e each
blank to allow the children to guess the answers.]

1. Prayer

talk to God by y ou r se| f and with others. God
always answers. Sometimes He saysy es. Sometimes
no. OftenHesaysw ait awhile OrHetellsusa
better way."

Please look at the prayer list to theright. The directions
say, "Find and read thisversein your Bible: Philippians
4:6." If you do not have aBible, the verseis printed on
the Activity Page 4. Please read the first verse,
Philippians4:6. [" Do not worry about anything. But
pray and ask God for everything you need. And
when you pray, always give thanks." ]

The directions continue: "Write your prayers and God's
answers on the list below."

Week Five
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Often people who believe in God and His Son Jesus, keep THE BIBLE
“prayer lists’ to help them remember and be aware of God's Every day have a specia
answers to their prayers. time to read your Bible and

talk with God.

Please read this list with me.

“What | am praying about: My mother to get well.
Date | began to pray: March 3.

On thisdate God said: . .. Yes, sheiswell!”

Please read the next entry under WHAT | AM PRAYING
ABOUT. “Please, God, | need a Christian friend. November 4.

What is under the column, ON THIS DATE GOD SAID?
[Thereisno answer yet.]

What could be the answer? [Yes. .. and a specific name.
No. Wait awhile.]

You may wish to use this prayer list or make one of your own.

. TheBible

This section will help you plan a specia time to read your
Bible and talk with God.

Who would like to read?

“Every day have a special time to read your Bible and talk
with God. Read Psalm 5:3: * God, every morning You hear my
voice. Every morning, | tell You what | need. And | wait for
Your answer.’

Circlethe wordsin this verse that tell you about atimeto talk
with God. Write some thoughts you have as you read your
Bible. Try it now with Psalm 5:3”

Book of the Bible | am reading: [Answer: Psalmg]

Chapter: [Answer: 5]

Verse: [Answer: 3]

Write some thoughts you have about this verse.
children 2 or 3 minutesto write.]

[Allow

The character virtue you need to help you read your Bible and
talk to God every day is“ perseverance.” Perseverance means
to never, never, never give up. Even if you miss some days —
start again. Never give up talking to God and reading His
book, the Bible.

Week Five

Bible verses found in week
Five“ Growing”:

Philippians 4.6
“Do not worry about
anything. But pray and ask
God for everything you need.
And when you pray, dways
give ‘thanks.”

Psalm 5:3
“God, every morning You
hear my voice. Every
morning, | tell You what |
need. And | wait for Your
answer.”

John 14:21
“He who knows my
commands and obeysthem is
the one who loves Me. And

My Father will love him who

loves Me. | will love him

and will show Myself to

him.”

Hebrews 10:24
“Let us think about each other
and help each other to show
love and do good deeds.”
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THEME THOUGHTS

PRAYER istalking to God by
yourself and with others.

CONFESSION
MEANS. ..

... telling God you agree with
Him that what you thought or
did was wrong.

WITNESSING
MEANS. ..

... telling others about Jesus.
... to beloving and kind.
.. . to be honest.

FELLOWSHIP
MEANS. ..
... thinking and caring about
God and others.

.. . helping each other show
love and concern.

... trying to do good things
with and for others.

... spending time with God by
talking to Him, and with other
people by sharing and doing
things with them.

86 Teacher/Mentor Guide

3. Christians (people who follow Jesus) need to spend time
with otherswho know God and His Son Jesus.
Who would like to read the next words?
“Chrigtians . . . Help each other grow. Help care for each
other. Encourage each other. Help each other with
problems.”

Look at the next direction and read it with me. “Draw
pictures to show where you can find other people who
believe Jesus is God’'s Son.” [Allow learners time to
completetheir drawings]

People who follow Jesus learn to tell others about Him.
The next page tells us one way to do this. Please turn to
Activity Page 4. Who would like to read?

4. Learningto Tell Others About Jesus
“Make alist of friends you want to tell about Jesus:”
“1 can pray for these people every day.”

Christians learn to pray for their family and friends. They
pray they will come to understand and know God's love and
His Son Jesus. You may put the names of family or friends
on these lines.

Who would like to read the words under the list?
“1 can learn to tell these people about God and His Son Jesus”

The last way this page tells us how to grow is number 5.

5. Loving and Obeying God
Please read:
“John 14:21: ‘He who knows My commands and obeys
them is the one who loves Me. And My Father will love
him who loves Me. | will love him and will show Myself
to him.””

Talk with God. Your prayer could be something like this:|
love you God. Thank you for loving me. Thank you for
growing your character in me. Thank you for helping me
learn to obey by . ..
e Taking to You every day.This grows responsibility in
me.
e Reading my Bible. This grows perseverance in me.
® Respecting my parents. This grows respect in me.
® Choosing to tell the truth. This grows integrity in me.
® Forgiving family, friends and others. This grows
forgiveness, grace and mercy in me.

Thank you for always loving me as | make right and wrong
choices.

Week Five
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Ages5-11

There are four Bible versesto learn. Beside each verse write
one of the five things you can do to grow in your friendship
and fellowship with God. The word you choose needs to
match what the verse is saying.

Answer Key:

Pray "Do not worry about anything. But pray and ask God for
everything you need. And when you pray always give
thanks.” (Philippians 4:6)

Pray "Every morning You hear my voice. Every morning |
tell You what | need. And | wait for Your answer.” (Psalm
5:3)

Forgive family, friends and others.
"L et usthink about each other and help each other to show
love and do good deeds." (Hebrews 10:24)

Read God's book the Bible.
"He who knows My commands and obeys them is the one
who lovesMe. And My Father will love him who loves
Me. | will love him and will show Myself to him."
(John 14:21)

When you memorize these verses, please tell them to me.

SUMMARY (2-5 Minutes)

[Guided Conversation]

We have learned five things that help us love and obey God.
Let's list them on the chalkboard or a large piece of paper.
[Allow children to write ideas, making sure the following
ideasareidentified.]

1. Pray. Talk with God often. This grows responsiblity in us.

2. Read the Bible. Plan a special timeto read the Bible and
talk with God. Never, never, never give up talking to God or
reading Hisbook, the Bible! This grows perseverancein us.

3. Respect parents, grandparents, foster parents. This grows
respect in us.

4. Chooseto tdl the truth. Tell others the truth about Jesus.
This grows integrity in us.

5. Forgive family, friends and others. This grows
forgiveness, grace and mercy in us.

Week Five

Forgivenessis...

To stop blaming or feeling
anger toward someone who
has hurt or wronged us; to
pardon or excuse awrong
thought, word or action.

Respect is...

Showing honor to people, by
listening, being ccourteous,
polite, and demonstrating
manners. It includes self
respect, the avoidance of self
criticism and respect for order
and authority.

Perseveranceis...

Continual steady effort made
to fulfill some purpose, god,
task or commitment; to persist
in spite of difficulties. Never,
never, never give up.

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

The daily process of
character building includes
learning to pray, learning
to read the Bible, being
with other Christians,
learning to tell others
about Jesus and choosing
to obey God.
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Circle the pictures of things that grow. m RN
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Here are some ways to help you grow in
this new life. You need to pray and read
your Bible, be with Christians, tell others
about Jesus and obey God. Here is a
song to help you remember what you
need to grow. (Sing these words to a
familiar tune.)
I don’t have to wait until I'm grown

to be loving, kind and true.

I can pray and read my Bible,
be with other Christians too.

Growing
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1. Prayer.

You can talk to God any

, any R
. You

can talk to God by
y rs f and with
others. God always answers.
Sometimes He saysy___s.
Sometimes ____ 0. Often He says
w ta__h e. Or .
Hetellsusa bt  rway. W _— VO i

—

2 The Bible.

Every day have a special time to read your Bible and talk with God. Read
Psalm 5:3: “God, every morning You hear my voice. Every morning, | tell
You what | need. And | wait for Your answer.”

Circle the words in this verse that tell you about a time to talk with God.
Write some thoughts you have as you read your Bible. Try it now with
Psalm 5:3.

Book of the Bible | am reading:
Chapter Verses

. : _ Perseverence
3. Christians need to spend time with
others who know God and His Son Jesus.
Christians...
[0 Help each other grow. Draw pictures to show where
O Help care for each other. you could find other people who ﬂﬂers
0 Encourage each other. believe Jesus is God’s Son. chﬂal 'th .
O Help each other with problems. Mitigs

Neighborhood

‘r

.

1
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4. Learning to tell others about Jesus.

Make a list of friends you want to ) i
tell about Jesus: 5. Loving and Obeying God.

/e

John 14:21 says: “He who knows my commands and
obeys them is the one who loves Me. And My Father will
love him who loves Me. | will love him and will show
Myself to him.”

Talk with God. Your prayer could be something like this:
| love You God. Thank You for loving me. Thank You for
growing Your character in me. Thank You for helping me
learn to obey by:

® Talking to You every day.This grows responsibility in me.
e Reading my Bible. This grows perseverance in me.

® Respecting my parents. This grows respect in me.

® Choosing to tell the truth. This grows integrity in me.

® Forgiving family, friends and others.This grows
forgiveness, grace and mercy in me.

Thank You for always
loving me as | make
right and wrong choices.

This Week’s Bible Verses
to read and memaorize:
0 “Do not worry about anything. But pray and ask #
God for everything you need. And when you pray
always give thanks.” —Philippians 4:6
Y a W W T Y

0 “Every morning You hear my voice. Every morning, | tell You

what | need. And | wait for Your answer.” —Psalm 5:3
W W W s ¥ o W

(0 “Let us think about each other and help each other to show

love and do good deeds.” —Hebrews 10:24
Y L W N " "

[0 “He who knows my commands and obeys them is the one = {""
who loves Me. And My Father will love him who loves Me.

I will love him and will show Myself to him.” —=John 14:21
[ i T S W

Unless noted, Bible verses are from the Children’s International Bible.
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REVIEW AND FOCUS

Complete the puzzle by answering the question, "What are three steps that can
be taken whenever you think, say, or do something wrong?" Circle the key
words hidden in the puzzle. The words go up and down or straight across.

T H A N K S J P
R U G G E D E S
U S R S A B S Y
S A E L E C U T
T U E S8 O 1 S E

2 1. with God that what you thought, said
; " or did was not what He wanted.

2. for forgiving
the wrong things you think, say or do (your sins). @

3. God to help change your thoughts,
words and actions.

Telling God and others the truth helps you become a person of integrity!
NN NN TN
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FOLLOWING JESUS
WEEK SIX: The Holy Spirit and Me

TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE

Ages5-11

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ME

OBJECTIVES

To understand that the Holy Spirit is with believers all
thetime.

To discover the power of the Holy Spirit isin every child
of God.

To identify four reasons the Holy Spirit's power is needed.

To identify three steps to take to be guided and helped by
the Holy Spirit's power every day.

To become aware that the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth
and is able to help children become people of integrity.

PREPARATION/MATERIALSNEEDED

1.

Provide Discipleship Activity Pages, "The Holy Spirit
and Me," for each child.

Provide a copy of page 17 of The Greatest Promise
bookl et.

Complete the Activity Pages, "The Holy Spirit and Me,"
before the session so you will be familiar with all
concepts.

Prepare a song chart or transparency for the song, " Spirit
of God."

An It Takes Love cassette tape or CD. (May be ordered
by phoning 1-800-432-1997.)

REVIEW/FOCUS (5-10 Minutes)

Please give each lear ner a copy of page 17 of The Greatest
Promise booklet and " The Holy Spirit" Activity Pages.]

[Guided Conversation]

We have been learning many things about following Jesus.
We discovered that God, the Creator and Father of
everything, sent His Son Jesus, to all the people of the world.

Week Sx

Week Fivel Teacher/Mentor Guide

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

The Holy Spirit is God's
Spirit living in every child
of God. The Holy Spiritis
a Helper and Guide, giving
people the power to choose
what isright.

BENEFITS
TO SOCIETY

When individuals allow
the Holy Spirit to help and
guide them, the society in
which they liveisfilled
with love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.
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WEEK SIX: The Holy Spirit and Me

TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE
Ages5-11

Bibleversesfound in
Activity Pages
"The Holy Spirit and M¢"

John 1:12
"All people who receive
Jesus and believein Him
become children of God."

Galatians 4.6
"And you are God's
children. That iswhy God
sent the Spirit of
His Son into you."

Ephesians 5:18
"...But befilled with
the Spirit."

John 16:13
"But when the Spirit of
truth comes He will lead
you into all truth.
He will not speak
His own word."

John 14:16, 17
"I will ask the Father, and
He will give you another
Helper. He will give you
this Helper to be with
you forever."

"The Helper is the Spirit of
truth. The world cannot
accept Him because it does
not see Him or know Him.
But you know Him.

He lives with you
and He will bein you."
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We also learned that all people can become children of God.
Please look at the first page of the "Holy Spirit and Me"
Activity Pages. The first activity will help us remember how
people become children of God.

Who would like to read? "Remember what you |learned from the
Bible verse John 1:12: 'All people (men, women, girls, boys)
who receive Jesus and believe in Him become children of God."

Please complete the next sentence. If you have prayed and
asked Jesusto bein you, you can write, "1 am achild of God."
If you have not prayed and asked Jesus to be in you, you may
leave this blank.

Where did we find aprayer that all people can pray to become
children of God?[Answer: Page 17 in The Greatest Promise
booklet, or the copy of page 17 | just gave you.]

Let'slook at page 17. [Or a copy of page 17.]

What are the three essential parts of this prayer?

[Answer:]
1. Tel God you believe Jesusis His Son.

2. Thank God that Jesus died on the cross for the wrong
things you have thought, said or done.

3. Ask Jesusto bewith you and in you.]

DISCOVER (20-30 Minutes)

"THE HOLY SPIRIT AND ME"
[Guided Conversation]

Please set aside page 17 of The Greatest Promise booklet and
look at “The Holy Spirit and Me” Activity Pages

We completed the sentence "l am a child of God." Next is a
new verse to learn. Who would like to read Galatians 4.6 and
the words to the right of this verse? Thank you, !

Galatians 4:6: "'And you are God's children. That is why God
sent the Spirit of His Son into you."

"The Spirit of His Son is the Holy Spirit of God. Even now,
whenever you wonder if you really belong to God, the Holy
Spirit helps you remember how you prayed and asked Him to
come and livein you. The Holy Spirit is God living in you."

Week Sx



FOLLOWING JESUS TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE

WEEK SIX: TheHoly Spirit and Me Ages5-11
So, one thing we have discovered is that God's book, the John 14.26
Bible, teaches that the Holy Spirit is God. God lives in you "But the Helper will teach
when you invite Jesus into your life. you everything. He will

. . cause you to remember all
The next activity helps us understand that the Holy Spiritis | ihe thi ngs | told you. This

aways with those who ask Jesus to live in them. Helper is the Holy Spirit

Read along with me. "The Holy Spirit iswith you all thetime. whom the Father will send

He iswith you when . . . (Mark out all the X's and Jsto find in My name.”
out some times the Hol irit iswith you.)"

ysp you) Acts1:8
[Givethe lear nersafew momentsto mark out the X'sand "But the Holy Spirit will
J's in the five phrases. Then ask several to share their cometo you. Then you
answers.] will receive power. You

will be My witnesses. . .

The Holy Spirit iswith you all the time. He is with you when in every part of the

.. you are joyful or happy.

... you need to be kind to a friend. world.
.. there is aterrible storm. John 16: 14
-Itisyour turn to share. “The Spirit of truth will

.- youaresick. bring glory to Me."
Good! Now please look at the next page. This page helps you

think about ways the Holy Spirit helps us. Galatians 5:22, 23

"But the Spirit gives love,

Please read with me: "The Holy Spirit is powerful." "You J'Qy, peace, patience,

want to live the life that God has for you. Circle the pictures _k' ndness, goodness,

that show some things you do:" faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control."

What do you think the pictures are saying a Christian does?
[Answers: Pray, read the Bible, be with other Christians]

Who would like to read the next directions? "It is hard to
aways do the things God wants. You need some powerful
help. Think of some people who are very powerful. Write
their names here, or draw their picture here."

[Help the children think of heroes or fantasy characters
like Superman. They can draw a picture or write the
names. Allow enough time for each child towriteor draw
at least oneidea, then direct them to the next question.]

"Where do the people on your list get their power?"
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WEEK SIX: The Holy Spirit and Me Ages5-11

The power of the Holy Spirit is in every child
of God. You need His power to:

Use this code to fill in the spaces: 1=A, 2=B,
3=C, 4=D, 5=E, 6=F, 7=G, 8=H, 9=I, 1-=],
11=K, 12=L, 13=M, 14=N, 15=0, 16=P,
17=Q, 18=R, 19=S, 20=T, 21=U, 22=V,
23=W, 24=X, 25=Y, 26=Z

1.~~~ God.
15 2 5 25
2. to be the person

God wants you to be.
3. ___ theway God tells you.

12 9 22 5

4. __others how they can
20 5 12 12

become God’s children.

102 Teacher/Mentor Guide

[You may need to prompt their thinking by giving them an
example, like " Superman gets his power from the planet
Krypton. Kryptonite takes away his power." ]

[Continue reading with the children.]

"The power of the Holy Spirit isin every child of God. You
need Hispower to . . ."

Here is another code where you will discover what the Holy
Spirit gives power to do. Use this code to fill in the spaces. |
will give you a few minutes to complete your answers.

Who would liketo tell the othersin our group your answer for
number 1? You need His power to
[Answer: obey God.]

Continuein the same way through number 4. [Answers: 2.To
chooseto bethe person God wantsyou to be. 3. To livethe
way God tellsyou. 4. To tell others how they can become
God's children.]

Who would like to read the writing in the box?
Thank you, !

"The Holy Spirit wants to be your Helper and guide you. Ask
the Holy Spirit to remind you of any thoughts, words or
actions (sins) you have not confessed (told Him). When you
confess your sins, the Holy Spirit's power will guide and help
you."

Please look at the next page. At the top of this page is a
sentence that reminds us what to do when we think or say or
do something wrong. Who will read the sentence? "When you
think or say or do something that is wrong, talk with God
about it."

Next is a fun puzzle. We will need to read the directions
carefully together.

Week Sx
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"This activity helps to remind you of a Bible verse about
confessing. Follow these directions to fill in the
spaces on the big tree. The numbers tell you which
small tree to look at. The shapes tell you which
letter on the small tree to use. Below thefirst space
on the big tree is a 3 triangle. Find the small tree
with the number 3. Now find the triangle on that
tree. Did you find the letter ‘I’ below the triangle?
Put ‘I’ in the first space on the big tree.

=5

# Anwer for the" Tree
Puzzle” on Activity Page 3:

1John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, God
isfaithful and just to
forgive us and to make
usclean from the
wrong we did.”

Any questions about how to do this part? Then
finish the message in the same way.

[Allow the children sufficient time to complete this part.
Younger children will need more help and more time. Ask
children to share their answer.]

The next part is a reading time. As we read we find
three ways to be guided and helped by the Holy Spirit's power
every day.

Please read along with me:
“Ephesians 5:18 says you are to ‘be filled with the Holy
Spirit.’ To be ‘filled' means to let the Holy Spirit guide and
help you by His power. You can have this power to guide THEME THOUGHTS

h i like this:
and help you by praying a prayer like this "The Spirit of God is my Helper

“Dear God, | need You to guide and help me. Thank You and Guide; giving me power to
that my sins are forgiven through Jesus' s death on the choose what is right.
cross. | now ask You to guide and control me with Your -Doug Eltzroth

Holy Spirit. Thank You for doing what You promised. |

pray this in the name of Jesus” The Holy Spirit is God's Spirit,

living in every person who

“There is a way to continue to be guided and helped by the |  Pelieves Jesusis God's Son and
invitesHimto live in him or her.

Holy Spirit's power every day.”
The logical consequence of the
Who would like to read next? Holy Spirit's power, help and
"Each day: guidanceis:
Pray—Confess (agree with God about) your wrong l%’ €
thoughts, words and actions. Joy
peace
Believe that God has forgiven you. patience
kindness
Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and help you to become a goodness
person of compassion, forgiveness and integrity. faithfulness
gentleness
self-control
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WEEK SIX: TheHoly Spirit and Me Ages5-11

God, thank You for
giving the Holy Spirit to
help me grow and
become a person of
compassion, forgiveness
and integrity like You.

104  Teacher/Mentor Guide

You need to do this each time you make a wrong choice.”

Remember how we learned that the Bible is where we can
find truth? In this next section we will read several Bible
verses that will tell us more about the Holy Spirit.

Who would like to read the writing at the top of the next
page?

"In the Bible, God tells you ways the Holy Spirit helps you.
Printed in the Bible below are some verses. Find and read
these verses in your Bible. On the right-hand page of the
Bible below write or draw pictures to tell what the verses say
about the Holy Spirit."

[If you do not have Bibles for the children, the verses are
printed on Activity Page 4.]

Let'stry thefirst onetogether. John 16:13 says, "But when the
Spirit of truth comes He will lead you into al truth. He will
not speak His own word."

So, what would you put on the right-hand page? The Holy
Spirit . . . does what according to this verse? [Possible
answers: The Holy Spirit is truth. The Holy Spirit will
help me discover what istruth, and to become a per son of

integrity.]

[Continuein the same manner with 2-5. Allow children to
share their answers. Answers are printed upside down
below the Bible]

At the bottom of the page is a picture of a girl praying. Who
would like to read her prayer?

"God, thank You for giving the Holy Spirit to help me grow
and become a person of compassion, forgiveness and intgyrity
like You."

SUMMARY (2-5 Minutes)
[Guided Conversation]

Let us think about some things we have learned about the
Holy Spirit.

As we think together, I'll write your answers on the
chalkboard and you may write them on your piece of paper.

Week Sx
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TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE
Agesb5-11

When is the Holy Spirit with you? [Possible answers: when
you . .. arejoyful or happy, need to be kind to a friend,
thereisaterrible storm, it isyour turn to share, are sick,
all thetime (or any other ideas children have.)]

Complete this sentence: The Holy Spiritisin
of God. [Answer: every.]

child

What are four reasons people need the Holy Spirit's power?
[Possible answers: to obey God, to chooseto be the person
God wants you to be, to live the way God tells you, to tell
othershow they can become God's children.]

What are three steps we can take to be guided and helped by
the Holy Spirit's power? [Possible Answers. pray; believe
that God has forgiven you; ask the Holy Spirit to guide
and help you become a person of compassion, for giveness
and integrity.]

MUSIC ACTIVITY "THE SPIRIT OF GOD"

[Guided Conversation]

Sing the song, "The Spirit of God," from the music tape It
Takes Love. Use a song chart or transparency to alow the
children to read the words. [When the children know the
song well enough, you may sing the song in around.]

SPIRIT OF GOD

The Spirit of God

He giveslove,

Is my Helper and Guide He givesjoy,
Giving me power He gives peace,
To do what is right. He gives

(Repeat)
Spirit of God, Spirit of God,
Spirit of God, Spirit of God.
(Repeat)

Week Sx

Patience to both young and old.
Kindness and goodness,

And faithfulness, gentleness,
He even gives self-control.

MAIN CHRISTIAN
PRINCIPLE/CONCEPT

LI

The Holy Spirit is God's
Soirit, living in every child
of God. The Holy Spiritis
a Helper and Guide, giving
people the power to choose
what isright.

SPIRIT OF GOD
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WEEK SIX: The Holy Spirit and Me Ages5-11

MEMORY ACTIVITY "INTEGRITY CREED"
[Guided Conversation]

Often it helps us to memorize words that help us make right
choices. This "Creed" is to help you continue to remember
your choice to follow Jesus and be a person of high moral
character.

INTEGRITY CREED

| am a person of high moral character,
being and doing...

e the right thing

e the right way

e for the right reason

e expecting the right result

¢ to benefit others and

e to glorify God

e according to God’s book, the Bible.
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The Holy Spirit is powerful.

You want to live the life that God has for you.
Circle the pictures that show some new things you do:

Where do the people on your list
get their power?

It is hard to always do the things God wants. You
need some powerful help. Think of some people
who are very powerful. Write their names hege:

The power of the Holy Spirit is in every child
Or draw their picture here: of God. You need His power to:

Use this code to fill in the spaces: 1=A, 2=B,
3=C, 4=D, 5=E, 6=F, 7=G, 8=H, 9=I, 1-=],
11=K, 12=L, 13=M, 14=N, 15=0, 16=P,
17=Q, 18=R, 19=S, 20=T, 21=U, 22=V,
23=W, 24=X, 25=Y, 26=Z

1. God.
15 2 5 25
2. to be the person
3 8 15 15 19 5
God wants you to be.
LY
3. the way God tells you.

12 9 22 5

4. others how they can
20 5 12 12

become God’s children.

The Holy Spirit wants to be your Helper and guide you. Ask the

Holy Spirit to remind you of any thoughts, words or actions (sins)
you have not confessed (told Him). When you confess your sins
and then let Him, the Holy Spirit's power will guide and help you.
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When you think or do something that is
wrong, talk with God about it.

This game will remind you of a
Bible verse about confessing.
Follow these directions to fill
in the spaces on the big tree.
The numbers tell you which
small tree to look at. The
shapes tell you which letter on
the small tree to use. Below
the first space on the big tree
isa 3 A. Find the small tree
with the number 3. Now find
the triangle A on that tree.
————— et Did you find the letter “I”
below the triangle? Put “I”
in the first space on the

big tree. Then finish the
message the same way.

&

Ephesians 5:18 says you are to “be filled with the Holy Spirit.” To be
“filled” means to let the Holy Spirit guide and help you by His power. You
can have this power to guide and help you by praying a prayer like this:

“Dear God, | need You to guide and help me. Thank You that my sins are
L. ) forgiven through Jesus’ death on the cross. | now ask You to guide and
control me with Your Holy Spirit. Thank You for doing what You promised.
| pray this in the name of Jesus”

!

=
There is a way to continue to
be guided and helped by the
Holy Spirit's power every day.

5

‘e

» Ask the Holy Spirit to guide and help you

Each day: * Pray — Confess * Believe that become a person of compassion, forgiveness
(agree with God about) your wrong  God has and integrity. You need to do this each time
thoughts, words and actions. forgiven you. you know you make a wrong choice.
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In the Bible God tells you ways the Holy Spirit helps you. Printed in the
Bible below are some verses. Find and read these verses in your Bible.
On the right-hand page of the Bible below, write or draw pictures to tell
what the verses say about the Holy Spirit.

/’\ -

THE HOLY SPIRIT...

—
.

[. John 16:13
Z. John I"l'-lb, !1:2‘6
3. Acts 1:8

gq.Jonhnie: 14

m p B D

5. Galatians 5:22,23

=

\%’—f—*_m\
~ ‘|loJ1u0D-J|s ‘ssaus|ush ‘sseulnyie;

‘sseuUpoob ‘sseupuly ‘eousied ‘eoesad Aol ‘@no0| NOA S8AIE) ‘G

(por) 01 Alo|B enIb) snsep esield noA sdieH & Th | S Week’S B | b I e verses tO
‘(snser noge sJeylo ||91) sseulm noA sdieH ‘¢ read an d memo ri ze:

Jed|eH InoA g| 2
A11Be3ul Jo uosiad B aq NoA sdjey pue yinJi 0} noA spes |

34V SHIMSNY THL [0 “But when the Spirit of truth

comes He will lead you into all

truth. He will not speak His own
word.” —=John 16:13

AN N NSNS

God, thank You for giving the
Holy Spirit to help me grow and
become a person of compassion,
forgiveness and integrity like You.

O “l will ask the Father, and
He will give you another
Helper. He will give you
this Helper to be with you

forever.” —=John 14:16
Fa VoW W W o8

O “But the Holy Spirit will come to you. Then you will receive
power. You will be My witnesses...in every part of the world.”

—Acts 1:8
P W W )

O “The Spirit of truth will bring glory to me.” —John 16:14

NN NN TS

O “But the Spirit gives love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”

—Galatians 5:22,23
PV W W W W W

Unless noted, Bible verses are from the Children’s International Bible.

M i
4 .
. 4
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SPIRIT OF GOD

The Spirit of God
Is my Helper and Guide
Giving me power
To do what is right.
(Repeat)

" Spirit of God, Spirit of God,
Spirit of God, Spirit of God.
{(Repeat)

He gives love,
He gives joy,
He gives peace,
And He gives
Patience to both young and old.

A
Fosg

e WG

Kindness and goodness,
And faithfulness, gentleness,
He even gives self-control.

N
)

l

Ul

I

o

/L (i

)\ &

&

Activity Page 5 Week Six / Teacher/Mentor Guide The Holy Spirit 115



116

This page is intentionally left blank.
In the original paper format there was a
cutout on this page.


This page is intentionally left blank.
In the original paper format there was a cutout on this page.
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GLOSSARY FOLLOWING JESUS

TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE Ages5-11
Character Virtues
Compassion Forgiveness
Love, Care Humility
Kindness Joy
Self-Esteem Peace
Obedience
Integrity Respect
Truth Obedience
Honesty Patience
Discernment
Responsibility Initiative
Discipline Generosity
Self-control Courage
Obedience Motivation
Cooperation Perseverance
Authority Endurance, Diligence
Generosity Dependability
Kindness Loyalty

© 1995 Vernie Schorr, Building Character. All rights reserved.
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GLOSSARY FOLLOWING JESUS
TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE Ages5-11

DEFINITIONS OF EIGHT FOUNDATION VIRTUES

Compassion is...
...sympathy for someone else’s suffering or misfortune, together with the desire to
help.

Forgiveness means...
...to stop blaming or feeling anger toward someone who has hurt or wronged us.
... to pardon or excuse a wrong thought or action.

Integrity is...
...strength and firmness of character; utter sincerity and honesty. A person of
integrity keeps his or her word, is upright, completely honest and sincere.

Respect means...

...showing honor to people, by listening, being courteous, polite, and demonstrating
manners. It includes self-respect, the avoidance of self criticism, and respect for
order and authority.

Responsibility means...
...personal, individual acceptance that every human being is accountable for his or
her behavior, including thoughts, choices, decisions, speech and actions.

Initiative is...

...choosing to make the first step in thinking, doing or learning. It includes being
responsible for follow-through. Initiative is demonstrating responsible thoughts and
actions without being prompted, or influenced by other choices.

Cooperation is...

...working together to reach a common goal. A cooperative person is willing to work
with others in an effort to accomplish something that cannot be achieved by a
single person. Cooperation is sharing with others your skills, energy, talents,
respect and responsibility.

Perseverance means...

...continual steady effort made to fulfill some purpose, goal, task or commitment; to
persist in spite of difficulties; to never, never, never give up.
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GLOSSARY FOLLOWING JESUS
TEACHER/MENTOR GUIDE Ages5-11

10 BIG IDEAS ON DEVELOPING CHARACTER

1. Children develop character slowly, and in stages.

2. Respect children and require respect in
return.

3. Teach and develop character by
example.

4. Help children learn to think honestly.

5. Help children assume real
resonsibilities.

6. Balance high support and high control.

7. Initiate and demonstrate forgiveness, regardless of blame.
8. Love children! Love is vital for character development.

9. Provide ways for children to make choices.

10. Ask guestions instead of giving answers.

Character Virtues Glossary 121



This page is intentionally left blank.
In the original paper format there was a
cutout on this page.

122


This page is intentionally left blank.
In the original paper format there was a cutout on this page.





