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BOOK ONE
Here Am I
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FOREWORD
There are moments in a journey when you pause, not because the mission is finished, but because it’s worth remembering how you got there. Our 75th anniversary is one of those moments.
As I look back over the life of this movement, I don’t think first about milestones or momentum. I think about the quiet, steady faithfulness of God. I think about lives: men and women who walked closely with Jesus and chose, in their own time and place, to say, “Yes!” to him again and again. Since 1951, God has written a beautiful story through them. Not a story of human accomplishment, but of his goodness. A story carried forward through surrendered hearts, faithful witnesses and a shared calling to help fulfill the Great Commission.
So before anything else, I want to say, “Thank you.” To you, our partners and co-laborers, who have prayed, given and stood with us across the years. You have helped carry the gospel into places many of us will never see. You have invested in lives that are now investing in others. You have joined in a work that only God could sustain. Your partnership has not been peripheral; it has been essential. This moment belongs to you, too.
But if we’re honest, the real story of these 75 years isn’t found in what’s been built. It’s found in what has been passed down.
More than anything, I pray this journey leads you to him. Because the goal is not information. It’s transformation through a renewed intimacy with Jesus that reshapes how you see your life, your relationships and your place in his mission.
Then, from that transformed place … we go. We go into our neighborhoods and campuses. We go into our workplaces and communities. We go to the nations, near and far. We go, not as people striving to prove something, but as people who have been with Jesus and cannot help but speak of him.
The need before us is still great. There are still billions who have not heard the name of Jesus. There are still students searching for truth, families longing for hope and communities waiting for the gospel to take root. The call of the Great Commission remains as urgent today as it was 75 years ago.
And God, in his kindness, continues to invite us to be part of it. Not because we are sufficient — but because he is.
As you begin this devotional journey, I want to invite you to respond in two simple ways.
First, come to Jesus. Not in memory. Not in theory. But in a present, daily, personal way. Be with him. Listen to him. Walk with him. Let his love meet you again in fresh ways.
And second, step forward in faith. Where is he inviting you to go? Who has he placed in your path? What would it look like for you to continue and say, “Here am I, Lord, send me!”?
Because this is how the story continues. Seventy-five years from now, others will look back on this moment. What they will need from us is not an assurance that we preserved something. No, they will need to see that we lived it. That we stayed close to Jesus, loved him deeply and made him known — so that everyone knows.
With you in joining God to help fulfill the Great Commission,
David Robbins
President
Campus Crusade for Christ International/Cru
INTRODUCTION: Hearing and Answering the Call
Welcome to So Everyone Knows.
In honor of Campus Crusade for Christ International and Cru in the U.S.’s 75th anniversary, we’re beginning a 15-step journey into missional joy. In each step, you’ll read a devotional by leaders from all around the world who have committed their lives to win, build and send for the acceleration of the Great Commission. Then you’ll respond through reflection questions, response activities and Scripture memorization.
It’s a journey back to the heart of this movement: to the love of God for the lost and for us, his children.
Because the need hasn’t changed. The world still waits. And the gospel still moves through ordinary people who say “Yes.”
When I was a college student, I remember sitting with 1 Corinthians 9:19 in my hands: “Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible” (New International Version). It wasn’t just a verse on a page. It landed. The Holy Spirit stirred something deep. There was joy in it — a clarity. A sense that my life could be given away for something that mattered. That kind of surrender didn’t feel heavy. It felt alive.
If I’m honest, that kind of joy can fade if we’re not careful. Life can crowd in. Ministry can become duty. But the invitation of Jesus remains the same: Come to me, abide with me, remember your calling, seek first the kingdom of God.
	Here Am I calls us to remember God’s heart and the need before us.
	Lo, I Am With You draws us into deeper surrender, presence and dependence.
	Go, Therefore sends us out again — renewed, clear and compelled to win, build and send for the acceleration of the Great Commission in our day.

Not out of obligation, but because we’ve been with Jesus. And when that’s true, we cannot help but go, show and tell about him.
So let’s take the first five steps of our journey. As we do, let’s ask God to reopen our eyes to the desperate need around us and to his loving heart for people everywhere. Let’s prepare to hear afresh God’s call to join him in the fulfillment of the Great Commission and once again say with the prophet Isaiah, “Here am I.”
With you in trusting God on the journey,
David Robbins
President
Campus Crusade for Christ International/Cru
First Step: God’s Heart for the Lost
In this step, for the beginning of our journey, let’s remember who God is and seek to share his heart for the lost. We’ll reflect on God’s holiness and mercy, pray for the people around us and memorize Luke 19:10.
READ
Adapted from God: Discover His Character
by Bill Bright
The holiness of God
by Bill Bright
When I think of God’s holiness, I am convicted by the sinful nature of my own being. We are all like a man wearing a beautiful white suit who was invited to go down into the depths of a coal mine. In the darkness of the mine, he was not aware that his suit was becoming soiled. But when he resurfaced into the dazzling light of the noonday sun, he was fully aware that his suit had become sooty and dirty. The light of God’s holiness reveals the darkness of our sin.
Isaiah was a prominent citizen of Judah during the eighth century B.C., a prophet who followed God’s commands and served his Lord. At one point, Isaiah had a vision of heaven and the holiness of the Creator:
“It was in the year King Uzziah died that I saw the Lord. He was sitting on a lofty throne, and the train of his robe filled the Temple. Attending him were mighty seraphim, each having six wings. With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. They were calling out to each other, ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies! The whole earth is filled with his glory!’ Their voices shook the Temple to its foundations, and the entire building was filled with smoke” (Isaiah 6:1–4, New Living Translation). Prior to his vision, Isaiah was focused on the sins of others, calling them to repentance. Now that he found himself in the very presence of our holy God, he became dramatically aware of his own sin and unrighteousness. Terrified, he exclaimed, “I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live among a people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies” (Isaiah 1:5).
If we could grasp even a part of the magnificent holiness of God and the miracle of his mercy to us, his sinful creatures, our homes, offices, schools and, in fact, the whole earth would shake with people falling prostrate on the ground in worship and adoration of him.
The mercy of God
by Bill Bright
The wretched, shackled prisoner trembled with fear as he stood before the imposing bench of the toughest, fairest judge in the district. “You have been found guilty,” the judge solemnly announced. Courtroom observers held their breath, waiting for what they were sure was to come.
Without a doubt the man was guilty. The evidence was clear. The judge had no choice but to pronounce a death sentence. There were no appeals for the horrendous crime, no stays of execu tion allowed.
Suddenly, to everyone’s shock, the judge did something unprecedented in legal history. He said to the prisoner, “Justice must be served. You are guilty. You are totally unlovable. Nevertheless, I love you, in spite of yourself. And because of my love for you, I have decided to take your place. I will take your punishment for you. I will die in your place. You are a free man. You can go now.” The judge’s gavel pounded. The courtroom was silent.
After a stunned moment, courtroom guards unlocked the prison er’s handcuffs and leg irons, removed the judge’s robe, and snapped the irons on his wrists and ankles. As the judge was led away to death row, the shocked prisoner numbly walked out of the courtroom door to freedom, tears of gratitude streaming down his cheeks.
This, of course, is an allegory about God’s mercy. God is the judge. Since he is perfectly just, all his actions must serve the universal law of justice. We are like the prisoner. We all deserve the death sentence, because we are all guilty of numerous sins: “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
In his fairness, God must judge our sin with the harshest punish ment: “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). He cannot allow us to inhabit his perfect heaven — that place without a spot of uncleanness, a thought of wrongdoing or a charge of guilt.
In the supreme act of mercy, God displayed divine favor and forbearance to us guilty offenders. He took our punishment upon himself. That is what Jesus Christ did for us at Calvary: “The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23). By his sacrifice, all who put their trust in him are declared “not guilty” and freed!
That was true mercy and grace. God sets up light after light and waits year after year for sinners to come to him, so that they may have eternal life. He does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more time for everyone to repent. But be aware that a time is coming when there will be no more mercy. God does not want us to be destroyed by our sinfulness, so he offers us mercy, but we must be willing to accept it before we run out of time.
The time is urgent to call people to repentance. We do not know who has a tomorrow or whose hearts are soft toward God. Right now is the time to present them with God’s message of mercy — to show them the mercy that God has liberally given us.
In light of his mercy to us, our hearts should be filled with gratitude, praise and worship. We should reach beyond our Christian circles of comfort and extend God’s mercy to those who hate or ignore us. We once wore filthy garments stained by sin and corruption; now we are clothed in spotless robes of righteousness — all because of the mercy of God! That perspective will change the way we worship, reverence and serve our God. We will see differently the need of the people to whom he is sending us. ●
RESPOND
Prayerful People-Watching
Goal: Renew your heart for those who don’t know Jesus, connect with your loving Father and experience refreshment through prayer.
	1. Find a comfortable spot in your neighborhood where many people pass by, and sit.
	2. Close your eyes, quiet your soul and ask God to give you eyes to see people in the way he sees them.
	3. With your soul still quiet, open your eyes and notice each person that passes.
	4. As each person passes, pray for them:
	Thank God for them.
	Intercede for their soul. Pray that they would know and love Jesus.
	Ask God if there is anything else he would like you to pray for them.
	5. At the end of your time, close your eyes again, and offer your heart to God.
	Thank him for the time of prayer.
	Ask him to forgive you for any ways you forget to share his heart for those who don’t know him.
	Ask him to create a new heart and renew a right spirit within you.
	Tell him how wonderful he is.
	6. Tell someone else what God taught or showed you through this experience.

REFLECT ON THE READING
How can remembering God’s holiness and mercy change the way you see other people?
What simple reminders of God’s heart for those without Christ could you add to your daily life?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
LUKE 19:10 (NIV)

Second Step: The Great Commission Today
In this step, we turn our attention to the mission God has given us. As we reflect on the Great Commission, we’ll consider God’s heart for those who have never heard. We’ll pray for the unreached, ask God to grow our compassion and memorize Matthew 9:36–38.
READ
Adapted from Closing the Gap So Everyone Knows Jesus
by Josh Newell
Adapted from Nothing Is Here Because No One Is There
by Cris Uy
Closing the Gap So Everyone Knows Jesus
by Josh Newell
A few years ago I was speaking to a missionary friend of mine who had served in rural China. I asked if people were open to the gospel.
He replied, “Josh, when I would go from village to village and ask people if they wanted to know about Jesus, they often replied, ‘Yes!’” I was excited to hear their receptivity, but what my friend told me they said next broke my heart:
“Yes, I would like to know, but what is a Jesus?” We live in a world where the question, “What is a Jesus?” is a real question for billions of people. And that reality is more than heart breaking; it is an injustice.
Revelation 7:9 paints a picture at the end of human history of a full throne room, where countless people are worshipping the Lord from “every nation, tribe, people and language.” This vision is the end goal, and we need an intentional strategy to close the gap of people who have not heard, so they can hear, so they can receive Jesus.
Despite the incredible missionary progress of so many churches and organizations over the years, there remain large gaps of people who have never heard of Jesus. To engage these gaps will take a pioneering mindset, like that of the explorers and missionaries of old.
So let’s get out the map, understand where to go, and set a course to close each gap in tribes, tongues and nations.
Missional gap: tribes The word tribe in our day can mean a lot of things. It could be a complex mesh of interest groups, affiliations or dominant systems of thought. Tribes form instantly on social media over both important topics and the trivial. (There’s a Facebook group for people who like to sing to plants!)
Every campus, every marketplace, every sphere of influence needs to have someone willing to go and lift up the name of Jesus.
In a more traditional sense, there is still much work to do in ethnolinguistic tribes who often are disconnected from others by geography or technology. Almost a quarter of the planet’s population falls into this category. Joshua Project estimates that there are 4,795 “frontier peoples” who are less than 0.1% Christian. Those frontier groups represent 2 billion people.
It will take every digital tool, every disciple and every means to reach every tribe.
Missional gap: people and language We must also pioneer into the gaps to connect with every language spoken on earth.
When someone hears Jesus say, “I love you” in his or her heart language, their lives may be forever transformed. But the reality is that of the 7,000-plus spoken languages that exist, thousands do not have adequate Scripture. Romans 15 asks: How will people hear about Jesus if no one is sent? We might well add: How will they hear if those who are sent cannot communicate God’s Word?
Ending Bible poverty through Scripture translation is the critical path to reaching everyone.
Missional gap: nations Finally, if you zoom out all the way on a world map, looking at the countries with the highest numbers of people without access to the gospel, you will see that 75% live in just 12 nations. And these countries represent some of the largest spiritual strongholds. The remaining 25% are spread across the planet by people groups and the diaspora.
How can the message of Jesus break through the spiritual strong holds that have been built up and reinforced through geopolitical and religious bulwarks?
We can see two powerful pathways emerging that will help create breakthroughs and close the gap. Prayer and digital strategies overcome the most stubborn barriers and provide access to those searching for truth. This pioneering work is not a solo effort; it is a collaborative climb both with the body of Christ in partnership and with the Holy Spirit in prayer. As God exponentially increases our partnership and prayer across the world, we are equipped for the most exciting and challenging adventures ahead.
The next season demands a pioneering mindset to close the gaps in tribes, people and nations. The time to act is now. Will you join us in prayer, partnership and pioneering efforts to ensure every nation, tribe, people and language hears the name of Jesus? ●
Nothing Is Here Because No One Is There
by Cris Uy
When was the last time you grieved for those who don’t know God? I don’t mean a passing moment of concern but real, gut-level compassion. The kind that grips your heart and moves your feet.
Jesus had that kind of heart. When He saw the crowds, He saw more than numbers. He saw broken people, wandering like sheep with no shepherd. And He wept with compassion.
I remember attending a missions conference back in the early 2000s. Located in the Philippines, the place was full of life. Different ministries and local tribes had booths bursting with culture. There were woven fabrics, bamboo walls, interesting artifacts, and power ful stories of transformation. It was a joyful testimony of the gospel’s reach.
Then there was one booth — completely empty. No decorations. No sound. Just a bare table with a sticky note that read:
“Nothing is here because no one is there.” That straightforward message cut through the chaos. It repre sented the “S” tribe, which was an unreached people group. No workers. No gospel. No witness.
People stopped. Some cried. Others prayed. And right there, something divine happened. Churches, mission organizations and individuals from different backgrounds began to talk. A Spirit-led partnership formed, and what started as an empty booth became a movement.
That tribe is no longer unreached — they know Christ. Even more, they are sending their own indigenous missionaries to other tribes.
Jesus doesn’t call us to admire the harvest. He calls us to enter it. He’s looking for people who do more than admire. He wants people who will weep, pray, go and send.
I encourage you to ask God to give you a heart like his. Start by learning about one unreached people group. Pray for them. Partner with someone serving in hard places. Mobilize your small group or church. Be willing to go where no one has gone yet. ●
RESPOND
Intercede for the Unreached
Goal: Learn about an unreached or less-reached people group, pray for them and ask God to form his heart for the lost in you.
	1. Visit the Joshua Group website (joshuaproject.net), which highlights people groups and places with the least access or response to the gospel. Start by learning about one unreached people group.
	2. As you learn, make note of facts, stories or details that move you.
	3. Pause quietly to remember how much God loves each person in that people group.
	4. Intercede earnestly for their salvation.
	5. Conclude by asking God to make your heart more like his, with a prayer like: “Lord, break my heart for what breaks yours. Open my eyes to the lost around me and beyond me. Move me from comfort to compassion. Amen.”

REFLECT ON THE READING
“Jesus doesn’t call us to admire the harvest. He calls us to enter it.” Are there ways in which you are just admiring the harvest? What might it look like for you personally to enter it?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
MATTHEW 9:36–38 (NIV)

Third Step: The Beautiful Multitude
In this step, we fix our eyes on the end of the story. As we reflect on the beautiful multitude in Revelation 7, we’ll consider God’s vision for people from every nation, tribe and language, worshipping him together. We’ll respond by praying for Christ’s return with eager hope and memorizing Revelation 7:9–10.
READ
Adapted from Seeing the Throne Room Filled
by Steve Sellers
If ever there was a generation with the fulfillment of the Great Commission within sight and within grasp, it is ours. The progress made by the body of Christ in the last 25 years to see the gospel go to every person is remarkable.
We have done our part. As we have lived out our calling to help fulfill the Great Commission by winning, building and sending, in the power of the Holy Spirit, and helping the body of Christ do evangelism and discipleship, we have seen God accomplish amazing results.
But we are not done. Picture with me Revelation 7 — being in the throne room of God. We want to see that throne room overflow with people from every nation, tribe and language who will cry out in a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb” (Revelation 7:10).
May we be used by God to fill the room! We want to see it filled with people from every nation, tribe and language who come to know the Lord…
	A Malaysian lawyer who shares the GodTools app with a Burmese colleague
	A woman living in fear and isolation in the Middle East quietly responding to Jesus and growing in her newfound faith through direct messages on social media
	A church planter in Ethiopia seeing people from conflicting tribes come together in a community of faith that connects regularly on WhatsApp
	A graduating student movement leader in Thailand preparing to live out her purpose as a doctor who will tell colleagues and patients about Jesus
	A football coach learning — at a “JESUS” film showing for his team in Ecuador — that Jesus is the true prize worth having
	A couple attending a family conference in India learning how to resolve their conflicts and love each other unconditionally, as Jesus has loved them

We have the privilege to impact eternity as messengers of the life-changing message of Jesus. Let us lock arms and continue to work together toward the fulfillment of the Great Commission. We will be part of filling the throne room of heaven — with people from every community, city and people group worshipping together. I can’t wait for this glorious sight!
As we begin each day, may we remember the vision of the throne room in Revelation 7 and ask, “Lord, what do you want me to do today to help win people to Christ, build them in their faith and send them out to reach others?”
May we know that every day, no matter where we were, people had an opportunity to know more about Jesus through us.
As we come alongside people to help them move from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, may they also be overwhelmed by the lavish love of Jesus, just as we are day by day. And as each new person enters the kingdom of God, we will never take one soul for granted.
Instead, we will join in the heavenly explosion of joy — a celebration of each and every one brought home. This celebration will culminate in that throne room, filled with a beautifully diverse group of people from every tongue, tribe and nation crying out, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb” (Revelation 7:10). ●
RESPOND
Maranatha Prayer
Goal: Remember how much you want Jesus to come back, and ask him to fulfill his promises and finish his work by returning in glory to rule on the new earth. Remember the need
	Consider the different kinds of brokenness inside us, in our societies and in our world that will be completely healed, removed or redeemed when Jesus returns.
	Remember the ways in which our nations, tribes and tongues are opposed to one another.
	Which areas of brokenness break your heart today? What do you want God to fully heal? Remember the hope
	Consider what it will be like for those places of brokenness to be healed, removed or redeemed.
	Imagine what it will be like to be part of a truly united family from every tribe, tongue and nation.
	Consider how incredible it will be to hug Jesus, heroes in the faith, and friends and family who died in faith before you.
	What coming reunions, restorations or redemptions stir your heart today? Offer your honest desires to God
	Tell God what breaks your heart. Ask him to resolve those things by sending Jesus to reign on the new earth in glory.
	Thank God for the hope we have in Christ for a new and beautiful community. Share with God how much you want everything to be restored in Jesus.
	Praise him and express trust that he will fulfill his promises. Repeat your desire
	Finish simply, for example, repeating, “Lord Jesus, come quickly.”

REFLECT ON THE READING
When you picture the throne room in Revelation 7, what stirs in your heart? How could that vision transform the way you view your daily life and purpose?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
REVELATION 7:9–10 (NIV)

Fourth Step: My Neighbors
In this step, we focus on the people right in front of us. God has placed us among neighbors, friends and coworkers for a reason. As we reflect on what it means to “start with one” and to see others as God sees them, we’ll make a “My Neighbors Prayer Plan” and memorize Colossians 4:5–6.
READ
Adapted from Start with One
by Elspeth Liebenberg
Adapted from Seeing the Unseen in Our Everyday Lives
by Jill Hadlock
Start with One
by Elspeth Liebenberg
John’s Gospel opens with a beautiful thread of discovery: ordinary people meeting Jesus.
In one of these early encounters, Andrew hears the words of John and follows Jesus. His first instinct? To find his brother Simon and share the news: “We have found the Messiah” (John 1:41). The statement in this verse seems simple, but it is powerful. We know that Peter became one of Jesus’ chosen 12. But it started with Andrew, who met Jesus and immediately told Simon Peter. That’s all it takes. That’s how a movement starts.
My beloved husband, Lieb, passed away in 2003 at age 54. Many people loved him, and we all felt a great loss. It was hard to understand why the Lord would take him so young. There was still so much work for him to do.
At his memorial service, a friend named Jury came to the front of the church. He told us how Lieb had shared his faith with him and how he had accepted Christ. Jury then shared the gospel with Harry. Harry came to the front. He explained how he had shared the gospel with Cecil and called Cecil to the front. And on and on it went until a line of people filled the front of the church and started snaking down the aisle.
I was astounded. As I looked at the line, I realized I only knew the first six people. Lieb and I had moved to Russia as missionaries not long after he met Jury. We lived and worked there until Lieb got sick. The movement of evangelism and discipleship continued without Lieb. All it took was for each new believer to share Christ with just one other person.
Start with one. Over and over again. That’s how we build a movement. ●
Seeing the Unseen in Our Everyday Lives
by Jill Hadlock
In the rhythm of daily life, we constantly engage with others. Yet even in the busiest crowds, some people feel invisible. They are longing to be noticed, known and valued. You may have felt that yourself at one time or another.
God’s Word assures us of a powerful truth: We are never invisible to him. Psalm 139 reminds us that he knows us — our thoughts, our movements, even the words we haven’t yet spoken. In his presence, we are fully seen, deeply known and wholly loved.
But as we rest in that comfort, we’re also called to extend it. Many around us, especially those who don’t yet know Jesus, remain unseen by human eyes. They walk through life unnoticed, unheard and untouched by the love we’ve received. What if we became the ones who truly saw them?
A group often overlooked is the Deaf community. A friend of mine saw the need and shared the “JESUS” film at a local Deaf club. For the Deaf, reading subtitles, even in their native language, can be a challenge. Yet that day, a student encountered Jesus and chose to follow him. Today, he leads Bible translation efforts for the Deaf in his country.
Another friend has a gift for seeing the hearts of those around her. One morning at breakfast, our server seemed upset and distracted. Sensing something deeper, my friend shared from her phone a short video about God’s love. The server’s demeanor softened. The Lord helped my friend see the eternal worth of someone often unseen.
When I was in high school, one of the boys in my grade had a difficult home life. He sat next to me in English class. You could tell life hadn’t been kind to him by the way he looked and smelled. Most people didn’t notice him — except for a group of Christian guys. They included him in their circle of friends. This gesture of friendship helped him feel accepted, and he heard the gospel. These teenage guys saw him, and he changed because of it.
In Genesis 16, we meet a servant named Hagar, who was mistreated by the woman she served. She carried a child fathered by her master. Overwhelmed and unsure of what to do, she fled into the wilderness. But even there, God saw her. He spoke with compassion, offering hope and a promise: Her son would become a great nation. In awe of his kindness, Hagar gave God a name: “El Roi” (“the God who sees me”).
Jesus sees those the world overlooks. He invites us to see with him. As we draw closer to Jesus, we begin to notice others beyond their needs to their eternal value. Ask him to open your eyes today. Because when we see others through his love, lives can change. He is El Roi, the God who sees, and he calls us to be people who see too. ●
RESPOND
Make a “My Neighbors Prayer Plan”
Goal: Make a plan to help you begin a habit of praying and reaching out to the people around you.
	1. Make a list. Begin a list of your neighbors, friends and colleagues who need to know Jesus. Consider using a tool like the Bless app (www.theblessapp.com) to identify your neighbors and track your prayers for them.
	2. Make a schedule. Decide on a schedule of prayer that makes sense for you. Maybe you could pray for three people per day, or 20 people per week. Pick a schedule that is realistic for you.
	3. Keep track. Mark when you pray for each person on the list, and consider keeping notes of what you prayed for. (The Bless app above and similar tools might help you with this.)
	4. Go further. Over time, consider reaching out. For example:	- Set up a time to get together and listen to their story.
	- Share a meal with them.
	- Find an act of service to do for them.
	- Out of your prayers and relationship, start a spiritual conversation.



REFLECT ON THE READING
Who in your daily life might feel unseen? How can you reflect God’s love by truly noticing them?
In what ways has God shown you that you are fully seen and known by him?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.”
COLOSSIANS 4:5–6 (NIV)

Fifth Step: Full Surrender
This is the final step of Here Am I. To finish this part of the journey, let’s invite God to take his rightful place at the center of our lives. As we reflect on full surrender, we’ll consider where he is asking us to trust him more deeply and release control. Then we’ll respond by writing a letter of recommitment to God and memorize Romans 12:1–2.
READ
Adapted from Come Help Change the World
by Bill Bright
A commitment that changed everything
Vonette and I held very materialistic goals in life before our commitments to the Lord. But after we decided to make Jesus Christ the Lord of our lives, we found ourselves beginning to respond to his command: “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33).
We realized that the more we learned of God’s love and provision for us, the more we could trust him. Every day, in some new and exciting way, we were learning that God’s will was better than our own. We no longer had a great appetite for the materialistic goals that had previously driven us.
One Sunday afternoon in our home in the Hollywood Hills, we were talking about how our trust in God had grown, wondering aloud what new goals we should place before him. Vonette, always practical, came up with an excellent suggestion: “Why don’t we go to separate rooms and make a list of the things that are important to us? Then we’ll compare notes and agree on a final list.”
Vonette went into one room and I went into another, where we each prayed for God to show us what he wanted us to do, then wrote our ideas on paper. When we came back together, our lists were differ ent, but after a time of discussion, we agreed on the following items:
	To live holy lives controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit
	To be effective witnesses for Christ
	To help fulfill Christ’s Great Commission (his command to “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” — Mark 16:15, New King James Version) in our generation
	To have a loving, Christ-centered, nurturing home
	To have two to four children
	To have two cars for getting around sprawling Southern California
	To have a house nice enough for entertaining the President of the United States but modest enough that a person from skid row would feel comfortable

As Vonette and I compared notes and agreed on our goals, we both sensed the Lord leading us to make an uncommon commitment. As a businessman, I was accustomed to signing contracts to signify agreement with someone regarding terms of a working relationship. “What if,” I suggested to Vonette, “we put what we have written in the form of a contract with the Lord, and surrender our lives, our goals, our material possessions and our future completely to him?”
Vonette readily agreed. Prayerfully, we signed our names to the contract as a formal act of our commitment to Christ and his cause. It was not an emotional undertaking but a transaction of the will.
To this day, we are convinced that our early “contract with God” prompted our Lord to entrust us with the vision a short time later for Campus Crusade for Christ — first the contract of surrender, then the vision. The contract has also been a lifelong key to many of the spiritual blessings the Lord has bestowed upon us and to maintaining the financial integrity of a growing worldwide ministry.
Whenever the temptation has arisen to “store up treasures on earth,” our written agreement with God has come to mind and, with his guidance, steered us away from wrong choices. We agreed in writing to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and claimed his promise that “all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).
We did not know what was to happen as a result of our commitment to become “slaves of Jesus,” but I know God did. He was preparing our hearts to be receptive to an even bigger idea a few months later — an idea that came on a night I will never forget.
It was spring 1951, my senior year in seminary. After signing our contract with God, Vonette and I continued seminary studies, teach ing, volunteer work and business. As we studied the Bible, prayed together and fellowshipped with other believers, our love for God seemed to be growing each day.
One night I stayed up late studying for a Greek exam. Vonette, having prepared her lessons for teaching the following day, was asleep in the next room. Suddenly, I sensed the presence of God in a way I had never known before. I laid the textbook down, closed my eyes and uttered a quick prayer: Lord, do you have something to say to me?
There was no audible voice; no heavenly choirs singing; no bright lights or bolts of lightning. However, the presence of the Almighty seemed so real that all I could do was wait expectantly for what he had to say. Within moments, I felt an amazing combination of peace and excitement, for I had the overwhelming impression that God had flashed on the screen of my mind his instructions for my life and ministry.
It is difficult to talk about such experiences for fear of being misunderstood or causing others to seek similar experiences. But this is the way it happened to me. There are no human words to describe what took place, other than to say that in a very definite way, God made clear to me that I was to invest my life in helping to fulfill the Great Commission in this generation.
I was to begin by helping to win and disciple college students for Christ, since they are the leaders and influencers of tomorrow. How to carry out this calling was not spelled out in detail for, as we would soon discover (and have relied upon ever since), God would provide the insights and strategies as we moved forward in obedience to him.
How would Vonette respond? Trembling with excitement over what had just happened, I went into the bedroom, awakened Vonette and told her everything. Without a moment’s hesitation, she acknowl edged that this was undoubtedly of the Lord and that she wanted to be part of it. Together we praised God for his direction and promised that, with his grace and strength, we would obey his call. ●
RESPOND
Recommitment Letter to God
Goal: Write a letter to God recommitting yourself to surrender every aspect of your life to him, and to live, pray and work for the fulfillment of his Great Commission.
Reflect:
	Ask, “What parts of my life is God calling me to surrender to him, for the sake of the Great Commission?”
	Ask, “What new thing am I willing to lay down for God’s mission?”
	Ask, “What new thing am I willing to take up for God’s mission?”
	Ask, “What work toward the fulfilment of the Great Commission am I ready to commit to?”

Write:
	Address God by a name that gives you courage and hope for this act of surrender.
	Open your letter with praise and gratitude for what God has done for you.
	Continue by writing out the recommitment you feel called to make in response to what God has done for you.
	Close your letter with more expressions of gratitude, as well as declarations of hope and expectation.

Sign:
	Physically sign your letter and offer it to God in prayer.
	Do something to help you remember this act of recommitment. For Example:	- Keep your letter somewhere safe and important, perhaps inside your Bible.
	- Share your letter with a fellow Christian whom you trust and ask him or her to pray for you.
	- Set aside time to re-read the letter once a month.



REFLECT ON THE READING
What ambitions, priorities or comforts might God be asking you to loosen your grip on right now? How do they influence the way you spend your time, energy and attention? What would it look like for God to truly have first priority in those goals and ambitions?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God — this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
ROMANS 12:1–2 (NIV)

BOOK TWO
Lo, I Am With You

[image: Lo, I Am With You cover]
INTRODUCTION: Abiding in Jesus
Most of us would not choose weakness. We want clarity. We want to feel strong. We want to feel ready for what is in front of us. Something in us wants to “have it together” before we step forward. We want the path lined up, the questions answered, the next step secured.
But the longer you walk with Jesus, the more you begin to notice a different pattern: God often does his deepest work in the places where we feel least sufficient.
I reflect back on seasons where everything felt uncertain. Plans were falling apart. Capacity was stretched thin. In some moments I quietly thought, I am not enough for this. Not wise enough. Not strong enough. Not capable enough to carry what is in front of me.
And in a way, that was exactly the point. Scripture tells us that God’s power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9). Not around it, or in spite of it, but in it.
God has not asked us to figure life out on our own. He has given us his Spirit to guide us, to lead us, to form something in us that we could never produce ourselves. We were never meant to walk ahead of him or lag behind, but to stay in step with him.
That kind of life requires surrender. It means we slow down enough to listen. It means we bring our needs into the open instead of covering them. It means we repent of the quiet ways in which we’ve taken control, and we return again to a posture of trust. Not just trusting in what God can do but in his nearness with us.
Lo, I Am With You is an invitation into that kind of life. With the next five steps, we’ll seek to live a life that does not hide weakness but brings it into the light. A life that learns to repent quickly, trust deeply, and walk honestly before God and others.
Because that is the place where we find his Spirit leading, steady and present, in ways we could not have arranged on our own.
We will not see the fulfillment of the Great Commission through our own strength and striving. Jesus began this work, and he will accomplish it. If we desire to join him, we must train our hearts, minds and souls for ever deeper dependence on him. The people God longs to save are too precious for us to give anything less.
With you in Christ,
David Robbins
President
Campus Crusade for Christ International/Cru
First Step: The Spirit-Filled Life
In this step, we are reminded that we were never meant to live the Christian life on our own. God has given us his Spirit to guide, empower and transform us. As we reflect on what it means to walk by faith, we’ll learn to depend on him more fully and respond in obedience, and we’ll memorize Romans 15:13.
READ
Adapted from How To Be Filled With the Spirit
by Bill Bright
During the Depression, a man named Yates owned a ranch in West Texas. Because he did not earn enough money to make his ranching operation pay, Yates was in danger of losing his ranch. His family, like many others, had to live on government subsidy.
Day after day, as Yates grazed his sheep over those rolling West Texas hills, he was no doubt greatly troubled about how he would meet his financial obligations. Then a seismographic crew from an oil company came into the area and told Yates that they thought there might be oil on his land. They asked permission to drill a wildcat well and he signed a lease contract.
At 1,115 feet they struck a huge oil reserve. The first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day. Many subsequent wells were more than twice as large. And Yates owned it all! The day he purchased the land, he received the oil and mineral rights. Yet, he had been living on relief — a multimillionaire living in poverty.
The problem? He did not know the oil was there. He owned it, but he did not possess it. I do not know of a better illustration of the Christian life than this.
The moment we become children of God through faith in Christ, we become heirs of God, and all of his divine supernatural resources are made available to us. Everything we need — including wisdom, love, power to be men and women of God and to be fruitful witnesses for Christ — is available to us. But most Christians continue to live in self-imposed spiritual poverty because they do not know how to appropriate from God those spiritual resources that are already theirs.
It is useless to try to live, in our own power, the kind of life God has commanded us to live. Our strength must come from the Lord! The Holy Spirit came to enable us to know Christ. When we receive Christ into our lives, we experience a new birth and are indwelt by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit enables us to live and share the abundant life Jesus promised to all who trust him.
Filled by faith How can one be filled with the Holy Spirit? We are filled with the Spirit by faith. We received Christ by faith. We walk by faith. Everything we receive from God, from the moment of our spiritual birth until we die, is by faith. Do you want to be filled with the Holy Spirit? You can be filled right now, wherever you are, by faith.
You do not have to beg God to fill you with his Holy Spirit. You do not have to barter with him by fasting, weeping, begging or pleading. For a long time I fasted, prayed and cried out to God to experience everything that he has for me. Then one day I discovered from the Scriptures that the “just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17, NKJV). We do not earn the ability to experience God’s presence. We receive it by faith.
Suppose that you want to cash a check for a hundred dollars. Would you go to the bank where you have several thousand dollars on deposit, place the check on the counter, get down on your knees and say, “Oh, please, Mr. Teller, cash my check?” No, that is not the way you cash a check. You simply go in faith, place the check on the counter and wait for the money that is already yours. Then you thank the teller and go on your way.
Heart preparation Though you are filled with the Holy Spirit by faith and faith alone, it is important to recognize that several factors contribute to preparing your heart for the filling of the Spirit.
First, you must hunger and thirst after God and desire to be filled with the Holy Spirit. We have the promise of our Savior: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled” (Matthew 5:6).
Second, be willing to surrender your life to Christ in accordance with Paul’s admonition in Romans 12:1–2 (Living Bible): “And so, dear brothers, I plead with you to give your bodies to God. Let them be a living sacrifice, holy — the kind he can accept. When you think of what he has done for you, is this too much to ask? Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but be a new and different person with a fresh newness in all you do and think. Then you will learn from your own experience how his ways will really satisfy you.”
Third, confess every known sin the Holy Spirit brings to your remembrance, and experience the cleansing and forgiveness that God promises in 1 John 1:9 (LB): “But if we confess our sins to him, he can be depended on to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong. And it is perfectly proper for God to do this for us because Christ died to wash away our sins.”
Do you want to discover what a life in freedom with God looks like? Do you hunger and thirst after righteousness? Have you confessed every known sin in your life? Do you sincerely desire to be led and empowered by the Holy Spirit? If so, you can be sure that God has answered you, whether you “feel” like it or not. Do not depend on emotions. We are to live by faith, not feelings.
You can begin this very moment to draw upon the vast, inexhaust ible resources of the Holy Spirit to enable you to live a holy life, and to share the claims of the Lord Jesus and his love and forgiveness with people everywhere. Remember that being filled with the Holy Spirit is a way of life. We are commanded to be constantly filled by the Holy Spirit. Thank God for the presence of his Spirit as you begin each day and continue to invite him to control your life moment by moment. This is your heritage as a child of God. ●
RESPOND
Seeking Spirit-Given Power
Goal: Remember some of the powers available to Christians through the Holy Spirit and resolve to trust God for one or more of those powers today. Instructions:
	1. Look over the following (nonexhaustive) list of powers from the Holy Spirit.
	2. Pick one or more that you seek today. Ask God what he wants you to seek.
	3. For each power you seek, pray
	a. Ask God to empower you by his Spirit in the way you seek.
	b. Ask him if any sin or impediment is preventing you from being empowered. If God reveals any, repent.
	c. Praise God that he is the source of your spiritual power and thank him for his generosity to you.
	d. Express your trust, praying something like, “Now, Lord, I go out into this day, trusting that your Spirit inside me will empower me beyond my own abilities for your own glory today. Amen.” Powers from the Holy Spirit Power to learn about and to remember Jesus “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you” (John 14:26). Power to pray “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans” (Romans 8:26). Power to witness “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Power to serve: “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good” (1 Corinthians 12:4–7).
Power to resist living according to the flesh: “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies” (1 Corinthians 6:19–20).
Power to hope: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).
Power for fruit: (See specific fruit of the Spirit below) “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self- control. Against such things there is no law” (Galatians 5:22–23).
Power for love: Power for joy Power for peace Power for forbearance (patience) Power for kindness Power for goodness Power for faithfulness Power for gentleness Power for self-control
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
ROMANS 15:13 (NIV)

REFLECT ON THE READING
Where in your life are you trying to live in your own strength instead of relying on the Holy Spirit?
How might your relationships, attitude or goals change if you truly believe you already have access to God’s full spiritual resources?
Second Step: Identity in the Word
In this step, we’ll consider what becomes possible when we see ourselves through God’s eyes. As we reflect on faith, identity and the transforming power of Scripture, we’ll ask God to renew our thinking and strengthen our roots in him as we memorize Colossians 3:1–4.
READ
Adapted from Possibility Thinking
by Joon Gon Kim
Adapted from Rooted in the Word
by Hock Chye
Possibility Thinking
by Joon Gon Kim
In the small farm village where I grew up in Korea, there lived a 50-year-old village beggar in a mud house. We called him Uncle Mr. Beggar. Mr. Beggar was a nice man, but he didn’t like to work. Begging was his vocation, and it seemed that it wasn’t difficult for him to make a living. His begging territory had fixed boundaries, covering four villages. It made me feel strange to learn that Mr. Beggar’s father was also a beggar. In fact, he was a third-generation beggar! He had inherited his business. Here, three generations had accepted this vocation.
Why were they third-generation beggars? It may be that the first generation beggar encouraged his only son by saying, “My son, don’t give up this job. This business appears low in social status, but it pays. It is the safest business.”
So, he was fixed to a beggar’s way of life. He was used to it. Quite comfortable and satisfied with his job, he never desired not to be a beggar. He never believed that he could get out of that situation. He never tried not to be a beggar. Therefore, he never transcended being a beggar.
Uncle Mr. Beggar represented three generations of stolen, lost lives. He missed so many potential, precious things. He was a slave to his self-made self-image. What a tragedy!
He could have been many things: a farmer, a preacher, a teacher or even a president. But he never believed or tried to be anything but a beggar.
You and I may not be beggars, but somewhere in our self-image, spiritual life or way of thinking, something limits our potential to a small fixed area — like a sound barrier that hasn’t been broken. An orbit we circle around. A shell we haven’t broken through. If we don’t break through we remain very much like a third-generation beggar.
Because of not trying, not believing, not praying and not knowing our own potential, we limit ourselves. We must leave our beggar’s mentality and find God’s plan and reach his possibility.
Matthew 9:27–31 gives us the key to reaching our full poten tial. This passage tells about four stages that two blind men went through when they came to Jesus for healing: desire, faith, prayer and realization.
First, the blind men desired to be healed. They wanted to see — something that was impossible from a human point of view.
Second, they believed Jesus could heal them. When he asked, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” they responded in faith, “Yes, Lord.”
Third, they prayed. They went to Jesus and asked him to heal them. And fourth, their desire was realized. They received their sight. The Christian has supernatural promises and resources available through prayer and faith. Most people, including Christians, are oriented to think negatively. They are impossibility-thinking oriented. Instead of thinking, It can be done, they think, This is impossible. It has never been done before. And they give up before they even try.
How many precious things are hidden because of our ignorance and unbelief and stubborn spirits? So many things never come to pass because we do not believe but continue to think negatively.
We need to see ourselves in God’s eyes. We need to ask him to open our eyes to our own possibilities. Just as he opened the eyes of the blind men, if we ask in faith, he will answer, enabling us to reach our full potential.
In the New Testament, Simon Peter was an average man. Even his name was common, like John Smith in American society. Mary the mother of Jesus was also a simple, ordinary person. But both Peter and Mary gave themselves to reaching God’s potential and doing his will. Peter gave himself to the hand of Jesus Christ and became his chief disciple. Mary accepted the will of God for the holy birth and became the holy mother. Something extraordinary happened in their lives when they began to live by faith.
We might be a potential Peter or a potential Mary. Commit your self to God and his potential. Draw upon his resources. Break out of your self-image. Step out of your fixed orbit. Develop a new self-image: Begin to see yourself in light of what God can do through you. ●
Rooted in the Word
by Hock Chye
When the storms of life rage — and they will — only what is rooted will remain. A shallow faith that doesn’t have deep roots will fall apart when trouble comes. But those rooted in the Word will stand firm. In hard times, they will stand tall, remain unshaken and even bear fruit in the fiercest winds. Colossians 2 calls us to a faith that goes deeper than surface-level belief. God doesn’t merely invite us to believe in Christ; he calls us to live in him, to be built up in him and be anchored in his truth.
Too many Christians try to live on inspiration without foundation. But emotion fades. Trends shift. Culture confuses. Only the Word endures. That’s why the Word of God is not optional. It’s our lifeline, our compass, our solid ground.
And here’s the beauty: When we open the Word, the Author shows up. God meets you where you are and draws you in. He speaks, convicts, encourages, restores and empowers.
The Bible is unlike any other book — it is the living breath of God. Just as he breathed life into Adam, he desires to breathe life into you, daily. So take heed: A life rooted in the Word doesn’t happen by accident. It’s cultivated one day, one verse, one obedient step at a time.
When the world shakes and the winds howl, your roots must be deep. Then your faith will stand firm and your life will overflow. ●
RESPOND
Prayer Blessings
Adapted from “Prayer for Prodigals” by Judy Douglass Blessing: Our Father spoke it, Jesus lived it and the Spirit makes blessing come true in our lives. To bless is to speak good into another’s life. Here are some Scripture-based blessings that you can receive in your own life or pray into a loved one’s life. If you are receiving these blessings, imagine Jesus saying them to you, one by one, and respond to each blessing with gratitude. If you are praying these blessings for someone you love, keep both Jesus and the person in mind, and pray with brave faith in God’s love for them.
	May the eyes of your heart be enlightened to truly know him (Ephesians 1:18).
	May you know that you have been rescued from darkness and brought into the light of the Son (Colossians 1:13).
	May you know your sins are forgiven (Hebrews 10:17).
	May you experience always the assurance that you have been adopted into the family of God (Ephesians 1:5).
	May you be rooted and grounded in love and have the power to grasp how great God’s love for you is (Ephesians 3:17–19).
	May you hunger and thirst for him and his righteousness (Matthew 5:6).
	May you be satisfied by God alone as he fills you with his Spirit (Matthew 5:6).
	May you know and choose the good plans God has for you (Jeremiah 29:11).
	May you fan into flame the gifts God has put in you (2 Timothy 1:6).
	May God do in and through you immeasurably more than you can ask or think (Ephesians 3:20).
	May God pour out blessing on you and through you every day of your life (Numbers 6:24–26).

REFLECT ON THE READING
What negative or limiting beliefs about yourself might be keeping you from trusting God fully?
How could you anchor your life more deeply in the Word of God?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”
COLOSSIANS 3:1–4 (NIV)

Third Step: Radical Dependence
In this step, we are reminded that life with Jesus is lived through dependence on him. As we reflect on trusting God in hardship and uncertainty, we’ll consider what it means to remain in Christ and surrender our will to him, and we’ll memorize John 15:5.
READ
Adapted from Abiding Day
by Day by Gracious Chifamuna
Adapted from An Invitation to Complete Dependence on God
by Steve Douglass
Abiding Day by Day
by Gracious Chifamuna
People often say that life is a journey, and it really is. If you’ve ever gone on a long road trip, you know it isn’t always easy. Sometimes the road is smooth and beautiful. Other times, it rains, the road gets bumpy or you feel completely lost.
I remember a trip my family and I took through three different countries. We had made a plan for where to sleep one night, but then things changed. It started raining hard. At one point, we found ourselves on a dark road that looked like it was heading straight into a jungle. It was scary. When we reached our planned stop, it was closed. We had to turn around and look for another place to rest. But we didn’t give up. Our goal was to get home, and we kept going.
That’s a lot like walking with Jesus. There are fun times and there are hard, painful times. One of the hardest parts of my journey was when I lost my husband. It felt like I was walking in the dark, not sure where to go. But I knew I had to stay close to Jesus.
How? I continued to do the small things that helped me stay connected to him, even when they didn’t feel easy or make sense. I would read the Bible, even though I forgot what I had just read. I would try to pray, but sometimes I’d forget the next sentence. I remember so clearly, on the day of the funeral, I was praying and suddenly cried out, “God, it hurts!”
Even going back to church was hard. I stayed home for a few weeks, but when I finally returned, I cried the whole service. Still, I knew if I stopped going, it might pull me further away. I had to stick close to Jesus.
Jesus says in John 15:4, “Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”
That means staying with him, not just when life is easy but even when it’s hard. We don’t give up. We learn to trust him even when it’s dark and we don’t understand. He knows the way home. ●
An Invitation to Complete Dependence on God
by Steve Douglass
A forest fire was rapidly working its way down the canyon toward our buildings — which included my home and office. It was late afternoon a few days before Thanksgiving in November 1980. I was driving from San Diego, California, to our headquarters at Arrowhead Springs.
When my car crested the hill on Highway 91 in Riverside, I could see Arrowhead Springs across the valley, seem ingly engulfed in flames. That was where I had left my wife and baby daughter that morning.
What was I supposed to do? One thing for sure: Trust God! That circumstance compelled me to have an extreme dependence on God.
As it turns out there was a fire at Arrowhead, and Judy and Debbie and everyone else in the Campus Crusade for Christ® family got out in time.
We only lost a few smaller buildings. But our entrance bridge was destroyed, so we had no easy access to Arrowhead Springs.
The next day God did some remarkable things to get us “back in business,” including:
He gave us the idea to pair our offices in our downtown build ings, located on 27th Street, with specific offices from Arrowhead Springs. By noon we had desks, phones and supplies available for the displaced offices.
A retired colonel from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers mustered a team and equipment to build a “temporary” entrance bridge in just several hours. (That bridge lasted a year!)
My point is simply that when we put our total trust in God, he provided.
I think God eagerly waits for us to trust him completely. Normally, he requires us to plan and work toward his assignments for us. Sometimes he provides above and beyond what we would expect.
But in all circumstances he is pleased when we: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5–6). ●
RESPOND
Not My Will, But Yours Be Done
Goal: Consider Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane, meditate on it and let it affect every part of your life. Instructions:
	1. Read Luke 22:39–46.
	2. Reflect Where in your life is it a little hard to pray Jesus’ prayer, “Not my will, but yours be done”?
	3. Pray Offer those areas, one by one, to God and repeat Jesus’ prayer. For example:
	a. “In my relationship with my sister … not my will, but yours be done.”
	b. “In my health challenges … not my will, but yours be done.”
	c. “In my fears about the future … not my will, but yours be done.”
	4. Listen Is God inviting you to keep praying Jesus’ prayer in other areas?
	5. Go After you finish praying, try to remember and say Jesus’ prayer throughout the day.

REFLECT ON THE READING
Have you ever had a dark or difficult season? How did God lead you through it?
What small things can you do today to stay close and dependent on God?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”
JOHN 15:5 (NIV)

Fourth Step: Humility and Repentance
In this step, we are invited to walk in the light. As we reflect on humility, repentance and oneness with others, we’ll consider what it means to be honest before God and to receive his cleansing grace and grow in fellowship, and we’ll memorize 1 John 1:7–9.
READ
Adapted from Walking Light
by Kalevi Lehtinen
Let me tell you a story. I was at a staff conference and staying in lodging with self-catering, and there was another guy who was staying there too. Let’s say his name was John. And he became very famous in that self-catering unit, because he never washed his pot. In the morning he woke up at 7:00 and made hot oatmeal for himself and ate it. And then the time was a little short, so he thought, Why should I wash this? It will become dirty again soon anyway. And it’s not so dirty yet. So he left it there.
Then it was lunchtime, and so he tried to make an omelet in his pot. He put a couple of eggs there and a little salt, and made an omelet on top of the hot oatmeal that was left there. And he got a pretty good omelet, and he ate it.
Then everybody in the kitchen went to wash their dishes, and the line was long. So John thought, Ok, why should I wash it? Actually, the others don’t wash their dishes so well either. So he left the omelet on top of the oatmeal.
Then in the evening he was a bit hungry. And he thought he would try to make a fish soup. So he put all the ingredients in the pot and made fish soup on top of the omelet, which was on top of the oatmeal. After the meal, he thought, It doesn’t look nice, but maybe it will become a little cleaner in the morning when I make tea. …
So in the morning he made tea and put a lot of sugar in it. And he liked it. Very sweet. And then he forgot about his pot on the stove, so the sugar burnt brown and black. Finally his pot was so dirty that some bacteria started to live there. And one day John started to feel a little sick.
He went to see the doctor, and he said, “My stomach really isn’t in good order.” And the doctor said, “The symptoms are very clear. It’s food poisoning, and you have to spend a couple of days in the hospital.”
Too often, we handle our hearts in the same way John handled his pot. After little sins, we think, like John, You know, this isn’t dirty enough to be cleansed, or Ok, the others do not cleanse their consciences too well either, so why should I?
But our consciences are not cleansed automatically, any more than John’s pot was cleansed automatically. Something needs to be done.
What is there to do? This is what 1 John 1 talks about, starting in verse 4 (NLT):
“We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy.”
This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light, and there is no darkness in him at all. So we are lying if we say we have fellowship with God but go on living in spir itual darkness; we are not practicing the truth. But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin.
If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth. But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness. If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar and showing that his word has no place in our hearts.”
First, note why John writes this. John writes this letter because he wants you to have full joy in your life. He knows that it is possible to know Jesus Christ in such a way that it is a full experience of joy. But this can be hindered by our “darkness” and by “fooling ourselves.”
To understand this, it is important to notice something about light and darkness. Namely, light does not reveal only God. Light reveals us too. When God, the Spirit of Truth, comes to us, he necessarily shows our sin. We cannot be in the light without sin being exposed.
You see, knowing that you are sinful is not in contrast with walking in the Spirit. On the contrary, these verses help us see that we are justified sinners; we are Spirit-filled sinners. We are 100% sinners, but the righteousness of Jesus Christ has been given to us as a free gift.
What is our response to that? We can say, “Praise the Lord. I am a forgiven, Spirit-filled, sinful Christian. My responsibility is to be open before him and give all my life into his hands, to be clay, to be molded by him. And that’s all.” We can relax. Relax in the hands of Jesus Christ and in his grace. Relax in his full forgiveness.
But sometimes we may want to give the Christians around us a good impression: that we are not sinful, that we have nothing bad in our lives, that we have a pretty good record. We cover our reality just because we want to make a good impression. Sometimes we even have good explanations, like John did with his pot.
But that is the worst enemy of the Spirit-filled life. That is “fooling ourselves.” Instead, we must go to God, again and again, in confession.
Confession means that I am honest before Jesus and I want to see my sin through God’s eyes. That is the meaning of confession: agreeing with God.
Remember that God does not need our confession. When we confess our sins, we are not giving him any new information. He is not surprised. Confession is not because God needs it. Confession is there because we need it. It is there because God loves us and he wants to help rid us of our burdens.
God’s light shows and reveals our sinfulness, but his love can remove all fear. We can be sinful, forgiven sinners, fully visible in front of him, because when we sin, there is someone to plead for us before the Father.
His name is Jesus Christ. He is the one who took God’s wrath against our sins upon himself and brought us into fellowship with God. He is the forgiveness, the atoning sacrifice, the propitiation for our sins, and not only ours, but also for the sins of all the world. His blood can cleanse us, again and again. ●
RESPOND
Repentance Prayer
Goal: Acknowledge anything that has come between you and God, and lean into him to experience his forgiveness and presence. Instructions:
	1. Take some time to listen to the Holy Spirit. Ask him to identify your areas of sin or separation from God in the last few days. Move through each day in your memory, and consider:
	a. Where did you disobey God or act apart from him in your thinking? In your speaking? In your actions?
	b. Where did you hide, ignore or try to separate yourself from God?
	c. What idolatries took God’s place by guiding your desires, thoughts and actions?
	d. What invitations or commands from the Holy Spirit have you been resisting, avoiding or neglecting?
	2. Talk openly with God about the things he brings to your attention, and do not let shame or guilt compel you to hide or to push the truth away. Allow your heart to feel simple sadness and regret before God.
	3. While remaining aware of your sin, turn your attention to God’s holiness, Jesus’ sacrifice for you and God’s great love for you.
	4. Ask for mercy and forgiveness in the areas he brought to mind.
	5. Resolve before God to think, speak or act differently in the areas of sin or separation you perceived, and ask God to empower you through the Holy Spirit to live righteously.
	6. You might pray a prayer like this: “Dear Father, I need you. I acknowledge that I have sinned against you by directing my own life. I thank you that you have forgiven my sins through Christ’s death on the cross for me. I now invite Christ to again take his place on the throne of my life. Fill me with the Holy Spirit as you commanded me to be filled and as you promised in your Word that you would do if I asked in faith. I pray this in the Name of Jesus. Thank you for filling me with the Holy Spirit and directing my life. Amen.”
	7. If it would help you (or if God prompts you to), share the news about what God forgave today with a trusted Christian friend or mentor, so that person can help you celebrate and live differently in the coming days.

REFLECT ON THE READING
What small sins or habits have you been ignoring or justifying instead of bringing them into the light?
How does remembering that you are both fully sinful and fully forgiven change the way you approach God?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
1 JOHN 1:7–9 (NIV)

Fifth Step: The Call to First Love
In this step, we’ll return to what matters most: loving God. As we reflect on the call to first love, we’ll consider how to receive his delight and renew our devotion, and we’ll memorize Psalm 51:10–12.
READ
Adapted from Delight in the One Who Delights in You
by Delanyo Adadevoh
Those of us who had the privilege to interact with Bill Bright know he had one constant prayer request “Pray that I do not lose my first love.” When he said this, you could see the seriousness on his face and the childlike faith that he characterized for all of us.
He was thinking of the familiar passage in Revelation 2:3–5 (ESV):
“I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.”
So we must guard our first love. To do this, we first deepen our awareness of God’s love for us. John puts it simply when he says, “We love him because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19, NKJV).
We delight in God because he first delights in us. We rejoice in him because he first rejoices in us. We brag about him because he first brags about us.
Do you know how much God loves you? Are you willing to receive his delight in you? We must be willing to allow God to embrace us, love us, delight in us and rejoice in us. Consider Zephaniah 3:16–17:
“On that day they will say to Jerusalem, ‘Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing.’”
Can you really imagine this God focusing on you, particularly, rejoicing over you with singing? In addition, we have the saying from Psalm 147:11:
“The Lord delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his unfailing love.”
God delights in us. That delight includes protection when you are not aware of it. It also includes provision that will embarrass you. Will you allow God to delight in you and rejoice over you? We must start from there. Then, we must respond to God’s delight.
Jesus was asked, “What is the greatest commandment?” It was a brilliant question because there are so many commandments. And Jesus said in Matthew 22:37–39: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
I think that is the most powerful summary of any written text or document in human history. All of the Judaic roots of the Christian faith, all that journey up to the time of Christ, so much history, so many texts, are united in this single statement. “Love God; love your neighbor.” What a powerful summary.
And it is not just any kind of love. This, the greatest command ment, says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” This means we must love God with everything within us. We must say, again and again, to every thing that is part of our inner being, to everything that is part of our hearts: “Bless the Lord. Love the Lord. Delight in the Lord. Rejoice in the Lord.”
But what if your heart does not fully delight? That passage from Revelation 2 provides the steps we must take:
“Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first.”
First we “remember.” We have to reflect long enough to be able to know how far we have fallen from our first love. This takes time. We must ask, “What am I idolizing now? How is my heart divided? What areas of my life am I reluctant to surrender to God?” We have to let the Holy Spirit, who is already at work, show us the right answers to these questions.
Then we have to repent and do the works that we did at first.
What does this repentance look like? It takes a broken person to repent. An arrogant person — someone not willing to acknowledge that there has been a change and not willing to acknowledge the urgency of the need to regain his or her first love — will not repent before God. If you are broken, you will be weeping, regretting that you’ve caused displeasure to your Father. This brokenness is what it takes to share in the prayer of the Psalmist in Psalm 51:10–11.
“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.”
That consequence of the refusal to repent is just like the warning from Revelation 2:
“I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.”
What does it mean for the lampstand to be removed, for us to be cast from God’s presence? It means that the glory of God around us will fade. Our influence on others will fade. We will not lose our salvation, but the hand of God on us, which is the only reason there is fruitfulness in our lives and through our lives, will be lifted.
And there is another way to consider this outcome. Each one of us has a measure of grace for the gifts that we’ve been given, the assignments we’ve been given; and that measure of grace can be reduced, so that we are left to the working of our flesh.
And when we are working in our flesh, we get exhausted. But when we are focusing on loving the Lord and allowing him to love us — when we return to our first love — we are renewed. We can allow God to take us to new orbits, with new gifts and abundant fruitfulness. Fruitfulness from first love is not about your giftedness and what you want to do with your life. It’s about coming back to the place where it’s all about God and what he wants to do with you.
There is a sabbath, a Christian sabbath, available to all of us. There is a place where we can be resting from our works and allowing God to work in and through us. We need to be resting in the love of God. It’s his world. It’s his church. It’s his mission. He will take care of it. He is not irresponsible. He doesn’t slumber. He doesn’t sleep. He doesn’t forget. And he delights in you.
So let us return. Delight in the one who delights in you, and enjoy the rest of the Lord. ●
RESPOND
“And Can It Be” by Charles Wesley
Goal: Spend the week letting the words and music of this hymn sink into your heart and mind. Instructions:
1. Read the lyrics beginning to end, like a poem: And can it be that I should gain An interest in the Savior’s blood? Died he for me, who caused his pain? For me, who him to death pursued? Amazing love! How can it be That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? Amazing love! How can it be That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? ‘Tis mystery all: th’Immortal dies: Who can explore His strange design? In vain the firstborn seraph tries To sound the depths of love divine. ‘Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, Let angel minds inquire no more. Amazing love! How can it be That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? He left his Father’s throne above, (So free, so infinite his grace!) Emptied himself of all but love, And bled for Adam’s helpless race. ‘Tis mercy all, immense and free, For O, my God, it found out me! Amazing love! How can it be That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? Long my imprisoned spirit lay, Fast bound in sin and nature’s night. Thine eye diffused a quickening ray. I woke; the dungeon flamed with light! My chains fell off, my heart was free: I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. Amazing love! How can it be That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
No condemnation now I dread: Jesus, and all in him, is mine! Alive in him, my living Head, And clothed in righteousness divine. Bold I approach th’eternal throne And claim the crown, through Christ, my own. Amazing love! How can it be That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?
2. Search online or in a music streaming app for a recording of this hymn that moves you or makes you want to sing along. Listen to it at least once each day this week.
3. Sing it to God as a part of your prayer time.
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.”
PSALM 51:10–12 (NIV)

REFLECT ON THE READING
What was the nature of your joy when you first came to know the Lord?
What are some things you did when you came to know the Lord that you do not do today? What reasons account for the changes?
BOOK THREE
Go Therefore

[image: Go Therefore cover]
INTRODUCTION: Life on Mission
For the last 10 steps, we have prepared our minds and hearts to live on mission. In Here Am I, we remembered the call of God in our lives to proclaim the good news — both nearby and far away — so everyone knows someone who truly follows Jesus. In Lo, I Am With You, we prepared our hearts for the radical dependence on God that such a mission requires.
Now, it’s time to put our hands to the work of evange lism, discipleship and commissioning once again.
There is a thread of effective power that has run through this movement since it was founded. It is not a strategy. It is not our scale. It is not the next big event or project. The common thread is this: ordinary people demonstrating extraordinary faith. People encountering Jesus and offering their “yes” to him.
Yes in a dorm room. Yes in a living room. Yes in a conversation that felt small at the time but carried eternal weight. Over the years, those simple yeses have multiplied into a story far bigger than any one person or place.
We stand in that story now. There are men and women who went before us, who dedicated their lives to help others know Jesus. They prayed when no one saw. They invested in people who would one day invest in others. They trusted God in moments that felt uncertain and costly. Because of them, we have the privilege to join this wonderful movement of God.
This mission is not reserved for a few. Every follower of Jesus is invited to play his or her part in helping to fulfill the Great Commission as the natural overflow of a life that has been changed.
When we experience the love of Christ in a real and personal way, it does not stay contained. It moves outward — from person to person, from neighbor to neighbor, from one generation to the next.
Go, Therefore is a fresh invitation to step into the flow of God’s unfolding story.
The call of the Great Commission is still before us. Many still have not heard; many are searching and waiting for someone to share the good news of Jesus with them.
As we follow Jesus’ command to “go therefore and make disciples,” we do so with this simple, grounding reality: We are not the source. We are people who have been with Jesus. We are witnesses who cannot help but speak of his presence, power and provision. We are people who listen for his voice and take the next step of obedience, even when it feels small or insignificant.
Over time, those small steps, those simple yeses become a life poured out on mission with extraordinary impact. Not because we are extraordinary, but because we get to walk through life with the One who is.
So let’s go! Let’s give another yes again today. Let’s take the next steps of faith, in spite of our fear or feelings of inadequacy, trusting the One who will surely accomplish what he began. Let’s join the witnesses who came before us and proclaim Jesus with joy.
With you on mission,
David Robbins
President
Campus Crusade for Christ International/Cru
First Step: Stepping Out
In this step, we are reminded that fear does not have to define our choices. God equips us with his Spirit, gives us courage and asks us simply to be faithful. As we reflect on stepping out, sharing Christ and trusting God with the results, we’ll memorize Joshua 1:8–9.
READ
Adapted from Witnessing Without Fear
by Bill Bright
Failure. Fear of it can be one of the biggest cripplers of a faith ful witness, for none of us likes to be “turned down.” We tend to take it personally, regarding a rejection of our message as a rejection of our person. It hurts to be turned down.
It hurts even more when we’ve reached out in genuine love and see the person refuse the greatest gift ever offered to mankind, God’s Son. Compassion for the lost does not come with out tears.
One of the liberating facts of the Christian life is that God does not ask anything of us that his Son has not already gone through himself. Jesus Christ, to whom crowds walked miles for teaching and healing, saw his message rejected by many. Unlike us, however, Jesus did not grieve because his ego had been hurt.
He grieved because people rejected the Giver of life and the gift of eternal life.
Our Lord’s ministry raises some interesting questions: Did he “fail” in his witnessing? Did he fail when the rich young ruler walked away from him, refusing to give God first place in his life? Did he fail because Judas Iscariot never received him as his Messiah? Did he fail because one of the thieves crucified with him refused to acknowledge his lordship? Was he a failure because many in the throngs around him didn’t receive him?
Our Lord himself answered these questions in his prayer to his heavenly Father at the end of his earthly ministry: “I brought glory to you here on earth by doing everything you told me to” (John 17:4, LB).
Despite rejection, or what we might call “failures,” our Lord Jesus Christ knew his mission was near completion. He obeyed his Father’s commission. He brought the message and was about to complete it with his death and resurrection. While he grieved over those who rejected him, he had not failed.
He did everything God had given him to do. Likewise, we do not fail if we obey what God wants us to do, motivated by genuine love and compassion.
The ministry of Jesus Christ modeled for us a liberating truth about our witnessing efforts: Success in witnessing is simply taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, and leaving the results to God.
Read that statement aloud. Memorize it. Whenever the fear of failure begins to immobilize you from obeying God in witnessing, repeat this statement to yourself: Success in witnessing is simply sharing Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, and leaving the results to God.
When you obey God, motivated by love, you cannot fail. Your message might be accepted or rejected, but when you share Christ in obedience to God’s command and the Holy Spirit’s leading, you succeed in witnessing, no matter the immediate result.
This is not to be interpreted as advocating a “hit-and-run” approach to witnessing and ministry, without conscientious follow-up to help new believers get into God’s Word and grow in their faith. We firmly believe in the importance of a new Christian getting involved in (1) a church where our Lord is honored and the Word of God is proclaimed; and (2) systematic training in assurance of salvation, prayer, Bible study, fellowship with others and Christian growth.
Rather, this definition is intended to remove from today’s frustrated Christian the burden of “results.” To the faithful witness, there will come many joyous experiences of leading others to Christ, but there will also be many “no’s.” Yet when the “no’s” come, we shouldn’t be surprised or discouraged. And we just never know, really, where the “no’s” will lead.
Isn’t it great that we can leave the results to God? ●
RESPOND
List-Making and Prayer
Memorize the definition of successful witnessing. “Success in witnessing is simply taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, and leaving the results to God.” Make a list of five friends, colleagues or family members with whom you would like to share the good news. Start praying for opportunities to have spiritual conversations with them and watch expectantly for those opportunities. Also pray this for yourself: “Lord, please empower me with your Holy Spirit so I may have boldness and the right words to speak when I interact with others who are still without Christ. Amen.”
REFLECT ON THE READING
What fear tends to hold you back the most when it comes to sharing your faith? What is God’s answer to that fear?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”
JOSHUA 1:8–9 (NIV)

Second Step: Win: Connecting People to Jesus
In this step, we are reminded of the greatest gift we have ever received: the gift of Jesus. With that gift comes an invitation to share it with others. As we reflect on evangelism, we’ll learn to see it not as pressure, but as a privilege, and we will memorize 2 Timothy 4:2–5.
READ
Adapted from A Gift Too Good to Keep
by Shannon Compere
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15).
I love both giving and receiving gifts. One of the most precious gifts I have ever received was from my husband, Marc, in our first year of marriage. Earlier that year, I had shared with Marc that, growing up, I didn’t have a lot of money, so on special occasions I didn’t have a dress to wear. All the other girls had dresses to wear, and I was called a tomboy.
So on our first Christmas as a married couple, I opened a box and pulled out this beautiful dress. Marc said, “I want you to have a beautiful dress to wear to your next special event, whenever it might be.” I burst into tears. It wasn’t the dress as much as it was the person giving me the gift because he loved me.
As precious as that dress was, it pales in comparison to the gift I received my freshman year in college, when a student named Carolyn introduced me to Jesus.
Have you considered that God the Father has given every person in the world the opportunity to have the most priceless gift — the greatest gift? This gift is a person. Because of the Father’s love for us, he sent his beloved Son, Jesus, into this broken world to rescue us.
The essence of evangelism is to tell people about this good news. Sharing our faith can bring up a lot of emotions and be scary. There are so many reasons why we don’t do it: We don’t know what to say, we don’t know if people want to hear, we don’t know how to do it, we don’t have time. The list goes on.
But what if we thought about evangelism the way God thinks about it?
He wants us to share the gospel because people need the hope of Jesus. They are lost without him. And while he could have done it any other way, God chose to use us to tell others about this amazing gift so that all may have the chance to know him and experience eternal life.
Romans 10:14–15 makes it clear: “But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the Scriptures say, ‘How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good news!’” (NLT).
In Matthew 28:18–20, Jesus calls all believers to go and make disci ples of all nations. In 2 Corinthians 5:14–21, we are called ambassadors of Christ. As the Father sent Jesus, so Jesus sends us. What a privilege that we get to follow in the calling that the Father gave his Son!
When we share our faith, we’re not selling a product, giving someone religion or spreading false hope. No, we’re sharing the most amazing gift we could ever give someone. And when we share, it’s OK if we don’t have all the answers. Just like Jesus multiplied the disciples’ meager resources in Matthew 14 to feed the masses, so he multiplies our trembling steps of faith to bless men and women from every nation as we share the good news.
Sometimes we’ll see people receive the gift on the spot. Other times people will reject the gift. Sometimes we find that people receive the gift years after we share. And sometimes we may only see that someone received the gift when we meet them in heaven.
Our part is simply taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit, leaving the results to God.
It’s part of God’s plan to use his people to make him known. As the gift of the gospel has come to us, we get to share that gift with others. God wants to use you and me, today and every day, as we live out our calling: being his ambassadors and telling others about the most precious gift they could know. ●
RESPOND
Download GodTools®
Everyone has the ability to share the message of Jesus. Lots of us just need a little help. Cru designed the GodTools® app to help you have conversations about Jesus with the people you care about. GodTools provides a wide selection of tools like The Four Spiritual Laws and Knowing God Personally that offer you different ways to have spiritual conversations. GodTools also provides translations of these tools in over 90 languages. Download “GodTools: Share Faith in Jesus” by Cru from the App Store or Google Play, for free. Then explore some of the practical lessons to help you have spiritual conversations. Familiarize yourself with the tools available for different audiences. Then pray that the Lord will give you opportunities to share the greatest gift with others.
REFLECT ON THE READING
Who is someone you can talk to about Jesus this week?
What’s one small step you can take to initiate with courage?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage — with great patience and careful instruction. For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.”
2 TIMOTHY 4:2–5 (NIV)

Third Step: Build: Making Multiplying Disciples
In this step, we are encouraged to embrace our role in building others up in their faith. God grows us as we step out in obedience and walk alongside others in their journey. As we reflect on discipleship, we’ll memorize Ephesians 4:11–16.
READ
Adapted from The Path of Active Obedience
by Bekele Shanko
Approximately 75 years ago, in a modest home in Southern California, a young businessman and his wife, Bill and Vonette Bright, signed a contract that would alter the course of modern missions. It wasn’t a business deal, but a “contract with God,” a total surrender of their lives, careers and ambitions to the cause of Christ. This demonstration of faith led to a clear calling from God for Bill and Vonette to accelerate the fulfillment of the Great Commission.
The strategic framework that followed their surrender introduced revolutionary tools like the Four Spiritual Laws gospel presentation, structured follow-up for new believers, and a decentralized financial model that empowered staff members to join the mission based on faith rather than organizational capacity. At the heart of this strategy was a simple, three-word process: win, build, send.
This was more than a slogan; it was a ministry engine designed for immediate mobilization of new believers for ministry and rapid multiplication of disciples for leadership. Rather than waiting years for a new believer to reach a perceived level of theological perfection, this process invited them to mature through action. It operated on the principle that spiritual growth is not a prerequisite for ministry but a product of it.
When I first encountered this process, I couldn’t help but reflect on my own formative years in Ethiopia. Over 30 years ago, my wife and I planted deep roots in a local church that treated the path of disciple ship with immense gravity. Our experience was the opposite of the rapid-mobilization model. In the Ethiopian context of that era, charac ter shaping and spiritual maturity were absolute prerequisites for any form of service.
To receive water baptism, one had to study fundamental Bible doctrines for six months and pass a rigorous, sometimes intimidating interview with the elders. Even a task as humble as cleaning the church floor required 12 months of lessons on holiness, ministry and humil ity. This “demanding” process provided us with a bedrock of biblical Christianity. It anchored our actions in deep conviction and guarded the community against the dangers of immature leadership. For this foundation, we are eternally grateful.
Yet as we examine the New Testament, we encounter a different pattern that challenges the “maturity-first” gatekeeping of my youth. Consider the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4. Following her encounter with Jesus, she didn’t enroll in a three-year discipleship course; she immediately went into her town and said, “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did” (John 4:29).
Or consider the blind man in John 9, whose only credential was his testimony: “One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!” (John 9:25).
These biblical witnesses suggest an instinctive, immediate response: tell others what God has done. They did not wait for a certif icate of completion. Their encounter with Jesus was their credential. This pattern reveals that, from the very beginning, Christianity is a call to action.
However, we must be honest about the risks. The dangers of immature Christian leadership — prideful domineering, false teaching, cultural syncretism and moral failure — are real and devastating. We have all seen the wreckage of “celebrity” converts who were given a platform before they had a root system. So how do we reconcile the urgency of the Great Commission with the necessity of spiritual depth?
The answer to this tension lies in active obedience — a model where character formation and spiritual maturity occur simultaneously with ministry. When a new Christian is trained through action by a committed Christian guide, they are “built up” in holiness without being sidelined from the mission.
In this win, build, send paradigm, the “building” happens on the way to the “sending.” It is the difference between a classroom and an apprenticeship. In a classroom, you learn the theory of a craft before touching the tools. In an apprenticeship, you hold the tools on day one under the watchful eye of a master.
Today, over 2.7 billion people identify as Christians, yet we face a profound crisis of “information without transformation.” Too often, our faith remains trapped in the intellect. We teach, preach and study, but we frequently fail to ask for the one thing Jesus prioritized: obedience.
In Jesus’ Great Commission in Matthew 28, he does not instruct us to “teach them everything I have commanded you.” No, the specific phrasing is “teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (Matthew 28:20, italics mine).
This is a crucial distinction. Information provides the map, but obedience is the actual journey.
When we hear God’s Word without living it out, we create a version of Christianity that lacks the power to impact our relationships, our work or our societies. We become “hearers who forget” rather than “doers who act.” Obedience is the essential accelerator of the Great Commission. It moves the gospel from the page to the pavement.
The legacy of Bill and Vonette Bright was not built on a perfect, flaw-free theological plan but on a surrendered life that moved from understanding to action. Whether you have followed Christ for decades or just a few days, faithful obedience to “go” to every person and place is where faith takes root. It is not an optional add-on for the “super- Christian”; it is the natural pulse of every follower of Jesus.
Imagine the impact if the global church didn’t just store up God’s Word but lived it out with urgent, active obedience. The mission continues through those who are willing to move their feet as quickly as they open their hearts — helping others do the same, one step of obedience at a time. ●
RESPOND
Not My Will, But Yours Be Done
Goal: Make a record of the people who helped you become a disciple of Jesus and who inspire you to have faith, and keep it in a place that you will see.
	1. Make a few lists of the names of people who have shown you what enduring faith is like.
	a. People of faith from your family.
	b. People of faith who have mentored you.
	c. People of faith who are friends and companions.
	d. People of faith from your church, denomination or other Christian organizations, like Campus Crusade for Christ International.
	e. People of faith from the Bible who are important to you.
	f. People of faith from history who are important to you.
	2. Post your lists in a place where you will see them regularly. Pray Thank God for the good examples you listed above and how he sent people who could disciple you as Paul discipled Timothy: “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2). Pray that the Lord will also show you the “Timothys” in your life whom you can disciple.

REFLECT ON THE READING
In your current season of life, is your spiritual growth characterized more by “collecting information” or “active obedience”? What is one specific command or prompting from God you have understood but not yet acted upon?
How can you encourage other Christians in your life to move from hearing to doing?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”
EPHESIANS 4:11–16 (NIV)

Fourth Step: Send: Multiplying Movements Everywhere
In this step, we are reminded that the mission of Jesus doesn’t stop with us. God calls us to invest in others and send them out so the gospel continues to spread. As we consider our role in multiplying disciples and movements, we’ll memorize Romans 10:14–15.
READ
Adapted from One Life to Many: The Ripple of Multiplication
by Steve Douglass
Picture the most important thing in your life resting in your hands,” said a ministry leader to a crowd of teenagers on the last night of winter camp. “If you want to receive Jesus Christ to forgive your sins and show you his better way, turn your hands over to drop the thing that has been in the first place in your life.” My wife, Judy, followed those instructions at age 15 and began her new life in Christ. Afterward, she got involved with some people who helped her grow in her faith until she graduated from high school.
A few months later, she linked up with the Cru® ministry at her university. There, she was challenged not only to grow but also to get involved in ministry to others — which she wanted to do. Over the next few years, she became more and more involved in leading others to Christ and discipling them.
The rest is history. She joined Cru and has served as a staff member for a long time. And it all started with being won to Christ, built up in faith and sent to minister to others.
From my very first exposure to Cru I heard the phrase “win, build, send.” It was so simple — just three syllables. Each of the concepts seemed fairly doable.
What I didn’t catch right away was how absolutely profound “winning, building and sending” were when taken together. Winning, building and sending, followed by “in the power of the Holy Spirit,” describes spiritual multiplication. Without spiritual multiplication, the full task of the Great Commission cannot be accomplished!
Would the church even exist today if generation after generation after generation of Christians had not “sent” the people they ministered to? No, it wouldn’t. Partly, the church would not exist because the core truths of Scripture would not have been entrusted to others.
But it goes beyond concepts to resources, particularly human resources. Who are the people who will minister in the future? Who will give? Who will pray? Who will mobilize subsequent generations of believers?
The ultimate answer has to be: the people who are raised up out of the harvest.
From the first-century church on, God intended for ministry to be “owned” by subsequent generations of believers. Paul wrote to his disciple Timothy: “And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others” (2 Timothy 2:2).
Paul instructed Timothy to raise up overseers and deacons and described what kind of people they should be in 1 Timothy 3:1–13. Plus, in Ephesians 4:11–12, Paul described God’s gifting of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers — “to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.”
Local believers were discipled and equipped to mobilize other local believers to minister and serve.
Winning, building and sending is the foundational process to raise up the Great Commission workforce — right out of the harvest. Judy would not have gotten involved in our ministry if it had not been for spiritual multiplication. Neither would I. And neither would untold millions of believers through the years who did not go into full-time Christian work but rather were sent to win, build and send in the context of their vocations. ●
RESPOND
Pray
Heavenly Father, we come to you, the Lord of the harvest (Matthew 9:36–38), knowing that what our Lord Jesus said is true: The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. We are surrounded by the lost — people who are harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. When we lift up our eyes, we see the fields of men and women that are ripe for harvest (John 4:35), people who need to know the Lord Jesus. And because of your great love for the world, you sent your Son into the world (John 3:16), to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). So, in obedience to Jesus’ command, we earnestly pray that you would now send out millions of laborers who are committed to making disciples and who will change the world together. Empower these workers by your Spirit, so they may be fruitful and effective witnesses wherever they live, study, work or go (Acts 1:8). As they go, open a door for your Word and enable them to speak of Christ with great clarity (Colossians 4:3–4) and boldness (Ephesians 6:19–20). May the fruit of their ministry be multiplying disciples and gospel movements established among all peoples. As they labor, may the word of God increase and multiply (Acts 12:24) with the gospel spreading throughout whole campuses, cities, regions and nations (Acts 13:49). You, O Lord, are able to do all this and immeasurably more than all we ask or think, according to your power, which mightily works within us (Ephesians 3:20–21). To you be the glory forever and ever! Amen.
REFLECT ON THE READING
Who are you raising up, supporting and equipping as part of the Great Commission workforce?
If every Christian lived out “win, build, send,” what kind of impact would that have? What might need to change to make that happen?
MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
ROMANS 10:14–15 (NIV)

Final Step: Enduring Hope
In this final step, for the end of our journey into missional joy, let’s recommit ourselves to endure in this good work that God has entrusted to us, until everyone knows someone who truly follows Jesus. We’ll reflect on what it takes to have an enduring faith, we’ll rejoice in God’s work for the past 15 steps, and we’ll memorize Hebrews 12:1–3.
READ
Adapted from In His Hands: Finding a Faith That Will Sustain You, Encourage You and Give You Hope
by Vonette Bright
You may be just beginning your journey of faith, or maybe you’ve been following Jesus for years. Either way, faith is what sustains us, encourages us and builds our faith.
God is not asking you to live a perfect Christian life, just to place your hand in his and walk beside him. He will help you over the bumpy places and guide you around the dangerous spots. He will help you stay true to your faith when the “good” things of this world try to lure you away. He will show you more beauty than you ever expected. Then he will bring you home to the realization of your faith.
One thing I have learned through the years is that when things look the bleakest, God is working his greatest miracles. Many times we can’t see what he’s doing, but he has a way of stretching our faith and giving us hope when the storm clouds lift. And God’s glory spar kles in the midst of our lives like a diamond on a velvet background.
When you feel as if your faith is weak and you are struggling to keep your head above water in a spiritual sense, remember these six truths about your faith jewel:
1. God sees your faith. Jesus said to the believers at Thyatira, “I know all the things you do … your love, your faith, your service, and your patient endurance. And I can see your constant improvement in all these things” (Revelation 2:19, NLT). He sees your faith too. He is your greatest advocate, your most ardent cheerleader. He sends his Holy Spirit to bolster your faith and to give you hope when things seem hopeless. He will also remind you to keep true to your faith if you are tempted to ease up when times are good. None of the faith you build in your life will go unnoticed by him.
2. Your faith is precious to God. Have you ever watched a movie in which an adventurer finds a cave full of jewels piled high to the ceiling? Do you ever imagine that God’s riches are so immense that he has palaces full of precious gems? If he is so rich, then perhaps he doesn’t consider what you have to be valuable. Not so. First Peter 1:7 says, “Your faith is far more precious to God than mere gold” (LB). Isn’t it wonderful, when you sometimes feel insecure or worthless, to know how valuable God considers your faith?
3. Your faith is made complete by your actions. If you find that your faith is wavering or you are getting discouraged, take hope. God doesn’t expect you to have a fully matured faith right now. He is building that into your life. James writes about Abraham, “You see, he was trusting God so much that he was willing to do whatever God told him to; his faith was made complete by what he did — by his actions” (James 2:22, LB). When you waver, just obey God. Your actions will build your faith and your faith will build your actions. They work together.
4. We can fully trust God. Have you ever felt like you are so insignificant that you should cower in front of God? Or that you could never be worthy enough to have a direct conversation with him? Hebrews 10:22 tells us, “Let us go right in to God himself, with true hearts fully trusting him to receive us because we have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean and because our bodies have been washed with pure water” (LB). This means that Christ has paid for our sins, so our faith in him has made us worthy to come before God!
5. Faith will protect us. Did you know that God assures us that our faith will protect us from the attacks of our enemies? Paul writes, “But let us who live in the light keep sober, protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the happy hope of salvation” (1 Thessalonians 5:8, LB). I know this is true. I have seen nonbelievers lured into doing many harmful activities because they have no foundation of faith. How many times I have thanked God that he has given me his protection of wisdom and strength that keeps me safe from things that would harm me!
6. We are encouraged by the faith of each other. Romans 1:12 says, “For I long to visit you so that I can impart to you the faith that will help your church grow strong in the Lord. Then, too, I need your help, for I want not only to share my faith with you but to be encouraged by yours: Each of us will be a blessing to the other” (LB). How many times has this happened to you? You stop to have a visit with a friend, and she tells you how God is working in her life. You come away from the visit with your heart full of encouragement after hearing her story. And I’m sure you have built up someone else when you’ve shared your faith moments. This is one of the privileges of being part of God’s family.
In heaven, we will see and hear millions of angels singing praises to the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ — just as was recorded in Revelation: “The Lamb is worthy (loudly they sang it!), the Lamb who was slain. He is worthy to receive the power, and the riches, and the wisdom, and the strength, and the honor, and the glory, and the blessing” (Revelation 5:12, LB).
Then everyone, including you and me, will join in on the praises. We will sing: “The blessing and the honor and the glory and the power belong to the one sitting on the throne, and to the Lamb forever and ever” (Revelation 5:13, LB).
This will be just the beginning of an eternity of enjoying the presence of our Lord and Savior. It will be an adventure more fulfilling and wonderful than anything we can imagine now. No longer will we battle against temptation and sin. Illness and fatigue will be in the past. Sadness and death will be just a memory. We will be reunited with those who have gone on before us.
It’s so true: Your faith is a gem worth more than the most expensive diamond in the world. And you can never lose your jewel. It is hidden in your heart, nestled securely in the Holy Spirit’s care. Its sparkle shines out most clearly during those moments of faith when you see what God is doing in your life through faith. So put on your diamond ring of faith and tell the world what Jesus means to you! And keep the hope. You will soon see the object of your love — our Lord Jesus, radiant and glorious.
May the reality of an authentic faith be yours! ●
RESPOND
Write a Prayer of Joy
Goal: Write a new prayer to mark the conclusion of this journey into missional joy. Writing prayers is an incredibly helpful exercise that ends with something you can treasure and pray over and over again.
	1. First, get a clear idea of what you want to rejoice about. Maybe it’s this entire journey, or maybe it’s just one beautiful part of it.
	2. Second, gather some images, Bible stories, names of God or experiences from your own life that feel related to the thing you want to rejoice about. (They might be useful to include in your written prayer.)
	3. Complete these prompts with one or two sentences each (or make a similar structure of your own):
	a. You are … (Address God according to the attributes he revealed through your experience of joy. For example, “You are the God who made galaxies, stars, the smallest creatures and every single human.”)
	b. I praise you because you gave … (Describe your experience of joy. For example, “I praise you because you gave me a new heart for your children.”)
	c. I saw … (Describe the cause of your experience of joy. For example, “I saw how your Spirit is moving in the world and in my heart.”)
	d. It is like … (What image, historical reference, or other experience is this experience of joy like? For example, “It is like coming around a corner and seeing the ocean suddenly. You are on the move in bigger ways than I ever knew!”)
	e. Now I know … (Say what attributes or promises of God, or what other insights, your experience reveals. For example, “Now I know that I can trust you, even if I’m not seeing results.”)
	f. You are … (Return to the kind of acclamation with which you started the prayer. For example, “Because you are the one who made me, and my neighbors, and the whole universe, I rejoice and trust in you.”)
	4. Revise your prayer until it seems completely honest and beautiful to you. Your goal should be to make a prayer that you can return to for a long time.
	5. Pray your new prayer to God.
	6. Share your new prayer with others.

MEMORIZE THIS PASSAGE
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy that was set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”
HEBREWS 12:1–3 (NIV)

REFLECT ON THE READING
What can you do now to help you remember when times get tough that “God is not asking you to live a perfect Christian life, just to place your hand in his and walk beside Him,” and that you are headed toward an “adventure more fulfilling and wonderful than anything we can imagine now”?
BIOS
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Bill Bright was a man consumed by a single passion: helping fulfill the Great Commission. Along with his wife, Vonette, he founded Campus Crusade for Christ (now known as Cru® in the U.S.) with a vision to reach the campus today and the world tomorrow. While he was a visionary leader and prolific author, those closest to him knew him as a “slave of Jesus” and devoted father to his sons, Zachary and Brad. He died in July 2003. Bill’s life still serves as a testament to the power of a heart fully surrendered to God.
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Vonette Bright co-founded Campus Crusade for Christ (now known as Cru in the U.S.) alongside her husband, Bill, in 1951. She helped establish the National Day of Prayer as a permanent legal observance in the U.S. Known for her warmth and hospitality, Vonette was a devoted mother to Zachary and Brad and a grandmother who modeled a life of extraordinary faith. Her heart was most at home when she was sharing her faith with others or interceding for the world. Though Vonette passed away in 2015, her life remains a steadfast example of a person completely surrendered to God.
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Gracious Chifamuna is a Zimbabwean currently serving with Campus Crusade for Christ in South Africa. She is passionate about raising leaders of integrity and seeing a change in the narrative of African widows. She enjoys quiet moments, road trips, the gym and exploring cultural foods. Though naturally reserved, she loves humor and meaningful connection. Gracious’ great joy is being a mom to her four children: Heidi, Zayne, Anyssa and Jaan.
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Hock Chye’s faith was ignited during his student days at the National University of Singapore, leading him to join the staff of Cru in 1995. After years of leadership across Singapore and East Asia, HC now serves as CEO of Cru Singapore. Together with his wife, Peh Muay, he has witnessed God’s faithfulness — welcoming two “miracle” daughters, Dorothy and Tiffany, after being told conception was impossible, and later adopting their third daughter, Christabel. Passionate about anchoring the movement in God’s Word, HC leads with a surrendered heart, believing leadership is helping people trust God’s promises over human circumstances.
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Since joining the staff of Campus Crusade for Christ International, Shannon Compere has been fueled by a passion for reaching students and faculty with the gospel. From leading campus teams to her current role, her heart is to see people transformed by Jesus. Alongside her husband, Marc, an engineering professor, they have served in 25 countries, often leading summer missions together, both in the U.S. and abroad. A lifelong learner with a master’s in leadership development, she is also a dedicated triathlete, marathoner and lover of chocolate.
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A native of Texas, Judy Douglass is a journalist, writer, speaker, podcaster and, most of all, an encourager. In her over 60 years as a staff member, her passion is to spur on God’s children — especially his daughters — to become all they were created to be and to accomplish all they were created to do. She was married to Steve Douglass for 47 years, who is now happily in heaven. Judy has three children and 10 grandchildren. Besides loving Jesus, her family and Texas, Judy also enjoys reading books, riding horses and eating good Mexican food.
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Steve Douglass was a man of radical faith and deep humility who dedicated over five decades to the mission. Many knew him for his strategic mind — having earned an MBA from Harvard — yet Steve’s true passion was personal evangelism and the spiritual vitality of the movement. He served as Cru’s president for nearly 20 years, succeeding Bill Bright until 2020. Beyond his leadership, Steve was an avid writer, speaker and host of the Making Your Life Count radio program. Alongside his wife, Judy, he was a devoted father to Debbie, Michelle and Josh. Until his passing in 2022, Steve’s greatest joy was “redeeming the time” to share Christ with anyone, whether in a boardroom or a neighboring airplane seat.
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Jill Hadlock is passionate about making the gospel accessible to everyone, everywhere. Serving on the Global Media Licensing & Launching team for the Jesus Film Project®, she ensures digital content is searchable and ready for impact. With her husband, Jim, Jill shares a deep heart for the Deaf community, supporting efforts to reach 70 million Deaf people with the gospel in their heart languages. When she isn’t optimizing digital strategies, Jill enjoys life in Orlando, Florida, cherishing time with her family and her two adult children, Caleb and Abigail.
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Joon Gon Kim was a man of great faith whose passion for the gospel transformed a nation. As the founder of Korea Campus Crusade for Christ, he was driven by his “Baek-jeol” prayer — a vision to see every person in Korea hear the gospel. Alongside his wife, Park Se-young, he pioneered massive spiritual endeavors like EXPLO 74 and Here’s Life, Korea. Until his passing in September 2009, Dr. Kim continued to fast and pray fervently for the spiritual revival of his country. His legacy continues to inspire staff members worldwide to dream big for the kingdom and to pray. Dr. Kim’s great delight was his children and grandchildren.
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A former Olympic-level athlete (competing in the 110m hurdles), Kalevi transitioned from the track to the pulpit, joining the ministry in Finland in 1966. Known for his booming voice and “evangelism in the power of the Holy Spirit,” Kalevi led massive missions like Mission Volga and Mission Moscow, reaching millions across the former Soviet Union. Alongside his wife, Leena, he was a devoted father to their three children. Even after Kalevi’s passing in 2011, his legacy lives on through the countless staff members he mentored to carry the gospel into the world’s darkest corners.
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Elspeth’s ministry is a journey of unwavering faith, beginning in South Africa in 1984. Alongside her late husband, Lieb, she served in Port Elizabeth and Russia before his passing in 2003. Elspeth then stepped into vital leadership roles at the South African National Office, serving as the HR leader and eventually as National Team Leader. In 2016, she began pouring her heart into the LeaderImpact® team in Cape Town. Elspeth remains passionate about mentoring leaders and fostering spiritual growth within the movement she has called home for decades. She has two married daughters and two beautiful granddaughters.
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A seasoned Christian media production and distribution expert, Josh Newell has served for 28 years with Jesus Film Project® and related global ministries. He started traveling the world with his wife, Holly, in 1999 as part of the first “JESUS” film’s short-term recording team, producing new language versions of the 1979 film, which took him to 35 countries. Josh is passionate about changing the world through building partnerships, casting vision and developing strategies that work in diverse contexts. He combines his passion and skills to amplify the message of Christ’s love across the globe. While the adventure of life in ministry has taken Josh and Holly around the globe, their favorite place is at home in Florida, with their adult children, teenage daughter and faithful golden retriever.
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Steve is a leader whose heart is anchored in a humble, daily dependence on God. Having served with Cru® since 1976, Steve has led at nearly every level, from local campus ministry to president, 2020–2024. He continues to be a seasoned voice of wisdom within the ministry. His heart is rooted in the belief that the movement’s impact is an overflow of our walk with God. Steve and his wife, Christy, have spent decades modeling a life of surrender together. They take great delight in their family, including their four children and nine grandchildren.
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Bekele Shanko’s life is a story of radical transformation. Born in an Ethiopian village where the gospel was unknown, he witnessed his entire community come to faith after his father’s miraculous encounter with God. He joined the ministry in 1993. As the founder of the Global Association of Church Multiplication and the Global Institute for Transformational Leadership, he is passionate about seeing a vital church planted for every 1,000 people. Bekele and his wife, Shewaye, are the parents of four young adults.
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Cris has a heart that beats for the “epicenter of the mission.” His journey began with church planting in the Philippines in 1989. He eventually led the Jesus Film Project® in the Philippines, overseeing translations into 33 local dialects and helping plant over 51,000 churches. Now serving as Regional Vice President, Cris is passionate about seeing movements of multiplication across Asia’s most diverse cultures. He and his wife, Marlyn, have also championed leadership development among national influencers. Cris is an avid distance runner who loves sightseeing and exploring new foods with their adult daughter and son.
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